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A NEW FISCAL SYSTEM FOR LOUISIANA 


Address by the Hon. L. E. Thomas, Chairman, Board of State Affairs, 
before the Louisiana Historical Society, New Orleans, cs eeranagt 
Tuesday, May 27, 1919. 


Mr. President and Genilemen of the Louisiana Historical Society: 

I desire to express my sincere thanks to your organization for 

the courtesy of the invitation to speak upon the subject of ““A New 
Fiscal System for Louisiana,’’ at your monthly meeting today. 
_ There seems to be confusion in the minds of many taxpayers con- 
cerning the work of the Board of State Affairs, so that I am always 
glad to accept an opportunity to give the public full and correct in- 
formation concerning its duties and responsibilities, as well as a state- 
ment of the true condition of the fiscal affairs in this State. We have 
nothing to conceal or that will be done in a corner. The question of 
taxation is a business and not a political proposition in any sense, 
and the man who would so far forget his sense of public duty and 
honor as to trifle with the taxpayers, who put up the money to sup- 
port the Government, or who will endeavor to play politics in connec- 
tion with this important function, is unworthy of public trust, and 
should be retired to private life. 

- While the solution of our tax problems is ‘“‘a consummation de- 
voutly to be wished,” still there are many difficulties to be sur- 
mounted and vexatious questions to be settled. 
| It was with a full realization of this difficult situation that we 

assumed the responsibilities of this Board, because a patriotic sense of 
public duty convinced us that it was absolutely necessary for the 
welfare of our beloved State that something should be done to relieve a 
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condition that was fast becoming demoralizing and intolerable from 


a revenue standpoint. 
In matters of taxation, there are a few cardinal principles that 


should always be borne in mind, and among these may be mentioned 
the necessity for the preservation of law and order, in caring for the 
sick, the indigent and afflicted, the education of the masses and civic 
growth and development of the people of the State. Governments 
must necessarily exist, otherwise we have anarchy and chaos. In 
order that Governments may exist and care for the beneficient pur- 
poses for which they are constituted, the citizens must provide the 
revenue to take care of the same. For this reason, taxation is defined 
to be that portion of each individual’s property that is taken by the 
Government for the purpose of carrying out its obligations and 
giving all citizens the protection and benefits to which they are en- 
titled. Having this idea in mind, there follows as a necessary corollary 
thereto that no more taxes should be levied against the people than 
are absolutely necessary to support the Government economically 
administered. We do not believe in a surplus for Government. It 
is an incentive to extravagance and useless waste and hence no more 
tax should be levied than is absolutely necessary. Whenever a State 
spends more than its revenues, a deficit necessarily follows, and it 
must be paid either by an excess tax levy or an issue of bonds, both of 
which evidence poor business judgment. On the other hand, if you 
levy and collect more taxes than are absolutely necessary, you place 
undue burdens on the taxpayers which should never be done. 


Tax Systems 


There are many systems and forms of taxation in vogue in the 
States of the American Union. Some use a classified property tax 
by which all property is classified according to its kind, character and 
revenue producing qualities. This tax is generally supplemented. by 
a graduated income tax with a reasonable exemption. The U. S. 
Government adopted the indirect form of taxation called the tariff, 
and this, together with an income tax and internal revenue license 


taxes, constitute its main revenues. 
The State of Louisiana for many years has followed what is 


commonly known as the General Property Tax. We have no income 
tax in this State. The general property tax is also supplemented by 
a license tax on business trades and occupations, which is likewise 
graduated according to the volume of business done during the 
previous year. Our State also has an inheritance tax for the benefit 


of the school fund, but it is almost inoperative, because the Consti- 
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tution provides that the same shall not be collectible against the 
estate of any citizen who has paid his fair share of taxes on his proper- 
ty during his lifetime. This provision practically emasculates the 
article. We also have a conservative license tax on the severing of 
timber, sulphur, salt, gas, oil, turpentine, etc., from the soil, for the 
benefit of the conservation and the general fund, and there are some 
other slight sources of revenue, such as hunting licenses, which are 
levied for the protection of game, fish, etc. Our automobile licenses 
at the present time are collected by the Secretary of State, and re- 
funded to the parish from which the same were collected for good 
road purposes. | 

The general property tax covers all classes of property except — 
such as may have been exempt by the Constitution of the State, © 
and no property can be exempt from taxation otherwise. than by constt- 
tutional amendment. 

Prior to the year 1916, the assessment of all property was sup- 
posed to be at actual cash value, and the assessment for State pur- 
‘poses was likewise compelled to be adopted for parochial and munici- 
pal purposes. Assessors were made elective in 1908, but prior to 
that time they were appointed by the Governor for a term of four 
years each. Each Assessor covers an entire parish, which corres- 
ponds to the county in common law States. Experience of several 
years prior to 1916 demonstrates that the Assessors of the different 
parishes were not adopting a uniform percentage in making their 
assessments, but each Assessor was a law unto himself, so that our 


tax condition became very unsatisfactory. 
Past Conditions 


It is a well recognized fact that for the past ten years, prior to 
1916, there has been very little supervision over the work of assess- 
ments. The police jury, as a Board of Review, has largely proven 
innocuous. As a general rule,the Jury has met and reviewed the 
work of the Assessors, involving millions of dollars, in a very few 
minutes. The average juror, being on meagre pay, did not feel that 
it was incumbent on him to take the time necessary to carefully in- — 
spect the assessment renditions for his parish and ward, and besides 
there existed in his breast a natural disinclination to incur the ill-will 
of his neighbors and constituents by disturbing or questioning their 
assessment, so he “‘let George do it,’”’ and placed the responsibility 
on the Assessor. The result was inevitable: (1) Very little work 
was done in changing or reviewing assessments; (2) Many gross 
inequalities and local injustices crept into our assessments; (3) Much 
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property was omitted from the tax roll; (4) The assessments in the 
various parishes varied widely in the percentage of actual value ap- | 
plied for assessment purposes; (5) Property was far under-valued. 


The State Board of Equalization was invested with but little 
power and accomplished practically nothing except to increase the 
assessments on only a few classes of property. As a general proposi- 
tion, most of the Assessors held out a great deal of property in making 
up their abstract for the Board of Equalization, and then, when that 
Board ordered a raise on large classes of property, the Assessors 
simply added to his roll the property which he had already held out, 
and did not change a figure on his roll from what it was before. Lack 
. Of proper and adequate supervision over the work of the Assessor 
naturally caused many of these officials to become more or less in- 
different in discharging the full duty that devolved upon them. 
They were not particular to get all of the property in the parish 
listed, they began to leave off large classes of property, they very 
seldom ever differed with the taxpayer, either on his valuation or the. 
quantity of property listed, unless it happened to be a non-resident, 
and the inevitable result was that the assessments on local property 
grew less and less gradually. This naturally led to an increase of the 
local tax rates in order to get money enough to support the schools, 

roads and other local enterprises. | 


These high tax rates naturally operated like a wet blanket over the 
assessments, which were forced down lower and lower. In the 
meantime, the State tax rate had not changed at all, but the demands 
and actual needs of many of her chartitable and educational insti- 
tutions had very materially increased. The high cost of food, clothes, 
shoes, medicine, etc., made this inevitable. 


The old system of assessments placed a premium on dishonesty 
and caused each taxpayer to keep his property off the roll or render it 
at as low a value as possible, because he knew that every other taxpayer 
was doing the same thing and if he rendered a fair assessment he 
would be heavily penalized for his honesty by paying much more 
taxes than any of his fellow-citizens. Also each Assessor knew 
that the other Assessors were leaving property off the roll and so he 
began to do the same thing for the protection of his own constitu- 
ents, and in this way it became only a question of time until -our 
tax system developed into a scramble between the taxpayers and the 
Assessors to see who could render the least amount of property and 
give it in at the lowest value. Every intelligent citizen knows this 
statement to be literally true. 
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Efforts at Reform 


Many years ago some effort was made to re-adjust assessment 
conditions in this State, and Governor Blanchard recommended 
that all property should be assessed at its actual cash value and the 
tax rates reduced. However, but little was ever accomplished in 
this connection more than a slight raise in the assessments during 
the year of 1906. Since that date our increases have been on public 
service corporations, oil, gas, sulphur and other minerals, timber 
and lumber, automobiles and city and town lots. All other property 
has materially declined. 

From 1908 to 1912, during VER STS Sanders’ administration, 
no effort was made to reform the tax system throughout the State, 
although there was considerable complaint in many instances. 


In 1912, Governor Hall undertook to solve the problem by cre- 
ating a large Tax Commission for the purpose of submitting certain 
constitutional amendments providing for a segregation of sources of 
revenue and also reforming our tax system in general. The people 
were not ready for the change, and in the Presidential election in 
1912, all the amendments were overwhelmingly defeated. 


In 1916, Governor Pleasant recognized the situation existing, 
and began to work to bring about a reformation of these unfavorable 
conditions. He did not take any revolutionary process like a segre- 
gation of sources of revenue, but his purpose was to effect a com- 
plete separation of assessment values for the State from that of the 
parish and local sub-divisions. Seeing the necessity of general 
supervision over the Assessors themselves, he also approved the 
creation of the Board of State Affairs that has general control over 
assessment values and prepares the budget of the State expenditures. 
He likewise recommended the abolition of the old Board of Equaliza- 
tion and Board of Appraisers, which had formerly assessed the 
public service corporations. This system enabled the State to have 
a uniform percentage of assessment applicable in each parish alike 
because the State ad valorem tax was itself uniform. This system 
enabled each parish and municipality to adopt its own percentage 
of assessment so that their governing authorities could levy just a 
sufficient amount of taxes to take care of its local affairs, and these 
percentages might differ from as low as 25% to as high as 100% of the 
actual value of the property. This necessarily brought into prom- 
inence the question of taking actual values of property in order that 
the percentage for assessment purposes might be applied thereon. 
The result was that while the assessment in 1916 amounted to $597,- 
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268,462.00 in supposed actual value, yet in 1917 it was $1,412,- 
552,176.00, demonstrating that the property had generally been 
assessed at just a little more than one-third of its real value, and the 


parish percentages varied from 333 % to as high as 75% of the actual 
value established in each. 


Business vs. Political Methods 
The creation of the Board of State Affairs made a inlisitiatied 


change in regard to the renditions of property, and it removed from : 


the Assessor the power of exercising his own will and pleasure and 
giving his friends and constituents a lower assessment and his 
enemies a higher one, because all of his work had to be approved 
and sanctioned by the Board of State Affairs, which Board was made 
the final judge of all matters of valuation, subject only to the appeal 
of the courts. This resulted in placing assessments on a business 
basis where they properly should have been all the time. 

The Board was likewise empowered to place inspectors in the 
field for the purpose of inspecting the financial condition of many 
taxpayers and forming a correct and accurate valuation of their 
property, as well as correcting the gross inequalities existing between 
them. It is useless to burden you with.the details giving the figures 
which would demonstrate how unfair and unjust the old system of 


assessment had grown. We found that even in the same city mer- | 


chants were assessed at from as low as 4% of their inventories to as 
high as 70% of the same. We found that lumber on the yard was 
being rendered at 30% of its quantity to as low as 10% of what 


was actually on the yard. 
I submit herewith a comparative table of live stock and mer- 


chandise as shown by the assessment in 1907, 1916, 1917 and 1918, 
which speaks volumes within itself: 
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Comparative Table Showing Increase In Live Stock, 
Automobiles, Merchandise, Etc. 


1907 1916 1917 1918 

LIVE STOCK No. of Head No. of Head|No. of Head! No. of Head 

156,533} 136,689 155,665 182,018 
158,944 121,394 142860! 172,562 
16,364 10,645. 33,808] 48,384 
86,311)  100,311/  189,501{ 250,115 
1,036,528] 794,445} 1,139,561| 1,537,637 
AUTOMOBILES.................| None 8,967 25,237 36,793 
$29,666, 131/$26,339,423/$39, 182,2221$50,059, 296 
9,128,515} 5,562,935) 11,725,887} 15,222,399 


~~ *Lumber included with other personal property in 1907. 


This but confirms the statement previously made of the in- 
tolerable tax conditions existing in Louisiana. After having correct- 
ed most of these glaring inaccuracies, unfair and unjust assess- 
ments, the next step was to give the people relief from the high tax 
rates by a reduction in the amount of millage that could possibly be 
levied by the State, parish, municipality, levee and school districts, 
so that property could be assessed at its full actual value. In har- 
mony with this policy, the Governor recommended the submission 
of another constitutional amendment (Act 191 of 1918) which was 
subsequently ratified by the people in November, 1918. 


State Taxes 


The State tax rate had been seven mills on a 50% assessment, 
of which six mills was the tax levied by the State for schools, roads 
~ and general expenses, and one mill for pensions due the Confederate 
Veterans and their widows. The State tax rate by said amendment 


was reduced to three mills, including the Confederate Veterans 


Tax and the State Good Roads tax. It, however, provided that the 
State School Tax should be one mill, provided the separate Consti- 
tutional Amendment levying a State School Tax of one and one-half 
mills should not be adopted, and so the limit for State taxation was 
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made four mills in order to give the schools one mill for that fund. 
However, the State wide school tax of one and one-half mills was 
also ratified by the people. An enabling act was then passed in which 
the State did not go to the full limit of taxation, but fixed the State 
tax at two mills for the benefit of levees, interest on the State debt 
and all expenses of the Government, (including the good roads tax), 
the Confederate Veterans tax of one-half mill and the State wide 
school tax of one and one-half mills, a total of four mills for all pur- 
poses whatsoever. Of course you will understand that the Confed- 
erate Veterans tax of one-half mill and State wide school tax of one 
and one-half mills is not used by the State Government at all, but 
the State only collects the money and then that amount collected 
for account of the current school fund is distributed regularly by the 
Superintendent of Public Education, who pro-rates it to each parish 
according to the number of educable children between the ages of 
six and eighteen years. In this connection, it would not be amiss 
to say that fifty out of sixty-four parishes in Louisiana receive back 
from the State more money than they pay into the State in taxes 
for this purpose. Likewise the Confederate Veterans tax is paid 
out in pensions to the Veterans and widows in each parish, and a 
large majority of the parishes through ne pensions receive more then 
they pay for this object. 

From the foregoing you can see that the State tax proper is 
only two mills, or twenty cents on each hundred dollar assessment, 
being the lowest it has ever been in the history of Louisiana. 

This limitation in regard to tax rates is a salutary one and 
protects the public from excessive appropriations by the General 
Assembly, which would necessarily compel the Board of State Affairs 
~to adopt a higher percentage of assessment than 50%, which has 
heretofore produced sufficient revenue to take care of the expendi- 
tures. This low rate tax has also compelled the Board of State 
Affairs to order a 100% assessment of all property instead of appear- 
ing as a State with a high tax rate, in Louisiana, and we will have an 
assessment approximating $1,500,000,000 with a rate of taxation of 
only two mills for strictly State purposes. I might further add that it 
is only by taking the actual value of property that we’can in a measure 
bring about equalization between the taxpayers which could never 
have been done as long as Assessors were permitted to apply all 


kinds of percentages of value in making assessments. 
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Parish Taxes 


Heretofore, the parish, as well as municipal and levee taxes, 
were limited to ten mills, but under the new amendment this rate is 
cut to not exceeding five mills. This provision will protect the public 


from public boards making an excessive budget of expenditures and 


then fix a high percentage for assessment purposes with no corres- 
ponding reduction in the tax rate. Last year we had parishes adopt- 
ing 60, 70, 75 and as high as 80% of actual value for assessment 
purposes for local taxes, and by so doing nearly doubled the parish 
taxes as well as the school and road taxes. This cannot be done under 
the new Constitutional Amendment. The State Board has nothing 
to do with any tax rate that may be fixed by the Legislature, the 
Police Jury, the City Council, or any percentage that might be fixed 
by either of the two last named bodies for assessment purposes: 


Taxation for the suppart of public education has likewise been 
stabilized and materially increased by the recent Constitutional 
Amendment. As before stated, we levy a State wide tax of one and 
one-half mills for public schools, and this fund is pro-rated and sent 
back to the parishes. The Police Jury in each parish is likewise 
required to pay over to the school authorities three mills of taxation, 
of which amount, however, only one and one-half mills comes out of 
the five mill tax limit. Heretofore, school support taxes had no 
limit, and many parishes had school taxes amounting to as much as 
25 to 30 mills for that purpose alone. Under the new Constitutional 
Amendment there can be no over-lapping district school taxes, nor 


any parish wide or district taxes for school support in excess of five - 


mills. These salutary limitations were placed for the protection of 
the taxpayers so that the State and the parishes might adopt a full 
valuation assessment of property in this State. Such is the general 
taxing condition at the present time. 

In the discussion of the new fiscal system for Louisiana, it will 
not be amiss to say that the Board of State Affairs (composed of three 
gentlemen appointed by the Governor for two, four and six years, 
and after that for a term of six years each) is required to visit every 
State institution and carefully investigate its condition and needs 
for the ensuing biennium. This is required to be done before the 
regular sessions of the General Assembly, and then the Board must 
prepare a budget of appropriations necessary for the coming two 
’ years, as well as the prospective revenues available, and submit 
the same for the consideration of the General Assembly when it con- 
venes. Such a method is business-like and efficacious and saves 
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much valuable time of the General Assembly in holding numerous 
hearings for the heads of these various institutions and departments. 
This course of procedure tends to prevent “‘log rolling’? on matters 
of appropriations, and places the expenditures of the State upon a 
sound basis. This was done in the year 1918 for the first time, and 
the result was that the appropriation bill was completed several 
weeks earlier than usual, and at the close of this administration the 
State of Louisiana will not only be on a sound financial basis with no 
deficit to be provided for, but also we will have a reasonable balance in 
the Treasury. ‘This is as it should be. : 


Conclusion 


We do not claim that the present system of taxation is perfect, 
but we do claim that it is a vast improvement over the former meth- 
ods that prevailed, wherein a premium was placed on personal dis- 
honesty. We have frequently stated that the greatest way to pro- 
mote honesty is for each taxpayer to be honest in his own rendition 
and then try to help the other fellow be if he isn’t. Tremendous 
. progress has certainly been made in alleviating the intolerable con- 
ditions that have heretofore prevailed, although much remains yet 
to be done. It takes a little time to work out these vital problems. 

The work of the Tax Assessor is vastly important. He should 
deal honestly and justly with taxpayers who come to him with their 
renditions. There should be no politics played in the matter of as- 
sessments. The entire revenue of the State, parish and city rests 
upon the Assessor’s shoulders and the work of his office. No stream 
can be pure unless it is so at the fountain head. If there is dishonesty, | 
injustice and favoritism at the fountain head then the same pollution 
corrupts the entire stream of our revenue. Every citizen should help 
to purify the stream at its source by a fair and just rendition of his 
property. 

We sincerely trust that our Board will have the cordial coopera- 
tion of you gentlemen in solving these great problems. We are sure 
that you feel a vital interest in the welfare of the State of Louisiana, 
and we likewise believe that in a fair and just solution of our many 
tax problems will rest in a large measure the future happiness of the 
peers of our beloved Commonwealth. 
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_ TREATY BETWEEN THE FRENCH REPUBLIC AND THE 
UNITED STATES, CONCERNING THE CESSION ‘OF 
LOUISIANA, SIGNED AT PARIS THE 
30th OF APRIL, 1803. _ 


The President of the United States of America, and the first 
Consul of the French Republic, in the name of the French people, 
desiring to remove all source of misunderstanding relative to objects 
of discussion, mentioned in the second and fifth articles of the con- 
vention of the 8th vendemiaire, an 9,(30th of September, 1800), 
relative to the rights claimed by the United States, in virtue of the 
treaty concluded at Madrid the 27th of October, 1795, between his 
Catholic Majesty and the said United States, and willing to strengthen 
the union and friendship which at the time of the said convention 
was happily re-established between the two nations, have respective- 
ly named their plenipotentiaries; to-wit, the President of the United 
States of America, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate 


of the said States, Robert R. Livingston,. Minister Plenipotentiary — 


of the United States, and James Monroe, Minister Plenipotentiary 
and Envoy Extraordinary of the said States, near the government of 


the French Republic; and the First Consul, in the name of the French 


people, the French citizen Barbe Marbois, Minister of the Public 
Treasury, who after having respectively exchanged their full powers, 
have agreed to the following articles: | 

‘Article Ist. Whereas, by the article the third of the treaty 
concluded at the St. Ildephonso, the 9th Vendemiaire, an 9 (lst 
October, 1800), between the First Consul of the French Republic 
and His Catholic Majesty, it was agreed as follows: ‘His Catholic 
Majesty promises and engages, on his part, to retrocede to the 
French Republic, six months after the full and entire execution of the 
conditions and stipulations herein relative to his Royal Highness 
the Duke of Parma, the colony or province of Louisiana, with the 
same extent that it now has in the hands of Spain, and that it had 
when France possessed it; and such as it should be after the treaties 
subsequently entered into between Spain and other States.’ And, 
whereas, in pursuance of the treaty, and particularly of the third 
article, the French Republic has an incontestable title to the domain 
and to the possession of the said territory: The First Consul of the 
French Republic, desiring to give to the United States a strong proof 


of his friendship, doth hereby cede to the said United States, in the — 
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name of the French Republic, for ever and in full sovereignty, the 


said territory, with all its rights and appurtenances, as fully and in 
the same manner as they had been acquired by the French Republic 
in virtue of the above-mentioned treaty concluded with his Catholic 
Majesty. 

‘“‘Art. 2nd. In the cession made by the preceding article are 
included the adjacent islands belonging to Louisiana, all public lots 
and squares, vacant lands, and all public buildings, fortifications, 
barracks, and other edifices which are not private property. The 
archives, papers, and documents, relative to the domain and sover- 
eignty of Louisiana and its dependencies, will be left in the possession 
of the commissaries of the United States, and copies will be after- 
wards given in due form to the magistrates and municipal officers of 
such of the said papers and documents as may be necessary to them. 

“‘Art. 3rd. The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be in- 
corporated in the Union of the United States, and admitted as soon as 
possible, according to the principles of the Federal Constitution, to 
the enjoyment of all the rights, advantages and immunities of citi- 
zens of the United States; and in the mean time they shall be main- 
tained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property, 
and the religion which they profess. 

“‘Art. 4th. There shall be sent by the government of Resiice a 
Commissary to Louisiana, to the end that he do every act necessary, 
as well to receive from the officers of his Catholic Majesty the said 
country and its dependencies, in the name of the French Republic, 
if it had not been already done, as to transmit it in the name of the 
French to the commissary or agent of the United States. 

“Art. 5th. Immediately after the ratification of the present 
treaty by the President of the United States, and in case that of the 


First Consul shall have been previously obtained, the Commissary 


of the French Republic shall remit all the military posts of New 
Orleans and other parts of the ceded territory to the Commissary 
or Commissaries named by the President to take possession; the troops 
whether of France or Spain, who may be there shall cease to occupy 
any military post from the time of taking possession, and shall be 
embarked as soon as possible, in the course of three months after 
the ratification of this treaty. 

“Art. 6th. The United States promise to execute such treaties 
and articles as may have been agreed between Spain and the tribes 
and nations of Indians, until, by mutual consent of the United States 
and the said tribes of nations, other suitable articles shall have been 


agreed upon. 
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“Art. 7th. As it is reciprocally advantageous to the commerce 
of France and the United States to encourage the communication 
of both nations for a limited time in the country ceded by the present 
treaty, until general arrangements relative to the commerce of both 
nations may be agreed between the contracting parties, that the 
French ships coming directly from France or any of her colonies, 
loaded only with the produce or manufacture of France or her said 
colonies; and the ships of Spain coming directly from Spain or any of 
her colonies, loaded only with the produce or manufactures of Spain 
or her colonies, shall be admitted during the space of twelve years 
in the port of New Orleans, and in all other legal ports of entry 
within the ceded territory, in the same manner as the ships of the 
United States coming directly from France or Spain or any of their 
colonies, without being subject to any other or greater duty on mer- 
chandise, or other or greater tonnage than those paid by the citi- 
zens of the United States. 

“During the space of time above-mentioned, no other nation 
shall have a right to the same privileges in the ports of the ceded 
territory; the twelve years shall commence three months after the 
exchange of ratifications, if it shall take place in France, or three 
months after it shall have been notified at Paris to the French gov- 
ernment, if it shall take place in the United States: it is, however, 
well understood that the object of the above article is to favor the 
manufactures, commerce, freight, and navigation of France and of 
Spain, so far as relates to the importations that the French and 
Spanish shall make into the said ports of the United States, without 
in any sort affecting the regulations that the United States may make 
concerning the exportation of the produce and merchandise of the 
United States, or any right they may have to make such regulations. 

“Art. 8th. In future, and for ever after the expiration of the 
twelve years, the ships of France shall be treated upon the footing of 
the most favored nations in the ports above-mentioned. 

“‘Art. 9th. The particular convention, signed this day by the 
respective Ministers, having for its object to provide for the payment 
of debts due to the citizens of the United States by the French 
Republic, prior to the 30th of September, 1800 (8th Vendemiaire, 
an 9), is approved, and to have its execution in the same manner as 
if it had been inserted in the present treaty; and it shall be ratified 
in the same form, and in the same time, so that the one shall not be 
ratified distinct from the other. 

“‘Another particular convention, signed at the same date as the 
_ present treaty, relative to the definitive rule between the contracting 
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parties, is in the like manner approved, and will be ratified in the 
same form, and in the same time, and jointly. 

“‘Art. 10th. The present treaty shall be ratified in good and due 
form, and the ratifications shall be exchanged in the space of six 
months after the date of the signature by the Ministers Plenipo- 
tentiary, or sooner if possible. | | 

“In faith whereof, the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed 
these articles in the French and English languages; declaring, never- 
theless, that the present treaty was originally agreed to in the French 
language; and have thereunto put their seals. 

“Done at Paris, the. tenth day of Floreal, in the eleventh year of 


the French Republic, and the 30th of April, 1803. 
| “ROBERT R. LIVINGSTON, 


“JAMES MONROE, 
“BARBE MARBOIS.” 


} 
t 
4 
" 
| 
| 
' 
4 
. 
4 
i 
: 
~ 
i 
\ 


HISTORICAL MEMOIR OF THE WAR IN WEST FLORIDA 
AND LOUISIANA, 1814-1815 


By Major A. Lacarriere Latour, 

Principal Engineer in the late Seventh Military District, United States 
Army. Writien originally in French and translated from the 
manuscript for the author, by H. P. Nugent, Esq., 
Philadelphia, 1816 


Bombardment of Fort St. Philip, 
in Plaquemines Parish. 


Fort St. Philip is an irregular work, the body a eeitletonréan, 
Approaches to it are nearly impracticable, being surrounded by an 
impassable morass, a ditch, and in addition on the east by the bayou 


Mardi-Gras, forty-five yards wide. In the fort were mounted twenty- 
nine twenty-four pounders, a thirteen-inch mortar, an eight and 
five-and-half-inch howitzer and a six-pounder, and in the covert-way | 


two thirty-two pounders, mounted on a level with the water. 


During the summer of 1814, every effort was made by the 
garrison of Fort St. Philip, consisting of two incomplete companies 
of artillery, to place that post in the state of defense corresponding 
with its importance as the key of Louisiana, commanding the passes 
of the Mississippi. In October, the cannon having been remounted, 
the gun-carriages repaired, a signal station established three miles 
below the Fort, alterations made in some of the batteries so as to 


afford security to the artillerists in case of an attack and additional 


works erected to protect the rear of the fort, and the season approach- 
ing when an attack from the enemy might be expected, it was sug- 
gested that if a battery was placed on the opposite side of the river, 
thirty-two-pounders mounted in the covert-way, and a thirteen-inch 
mortar fixed in the fort, the defense of the pass would then be com- 
plete, supposing the old buildings destroyed, and the requisite num- 
ber of troops, and quantity of ordnance stores, etc., etc., to be fur- 
nished. 


In the month of November, a sila of Infantry re-enforced — 


the garrison, and about the last of that month the inspector general 
descended the river to the Balize, and caused a guard to be stationed 
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| Early in December Gen. Jackson visited the Fort, and ordered the © 


battery on the opposite side of the river to be immediately commenced, 
and that the thirty-two pounders and thirteen-inch mortar should 
be mounted as before mentioned. 

The mouth of the river was now more closely blockaded than 
before, and the guard stationed at the Balize near the bend of the 
passes was surprised and taken by the boats of the Herald sloop of 
war. The British at this time daily landed at the Balize, at which 
place a few of our pilots still remained. A re-enforcement arrived 
at the garrison of another Company of the 7th I er. and a Com- 
pany of volunteer free men of color. 

About the 15th of December, Major Overton of the rifle corps 
was placed in command, Captain Wollstonecraft, of the Artillery, 
who had charge of the Post since the month of May, being ordered 
to New Orleans. On the 17th, the arrival of the enemy in our waters 
- was ascertained, and a few days afterwards the fate of the gun- 


boat was known. From the 23rd every effort was made to repel the 


attack which it was supposed would shortly be made. The interior 
- was disencumbered of the rubbish of the barracks which had been 
torn down, the main magazine was disguised and secured by a cover- 
ing of timber and earth, small magazines were erected, and covers 
made for the troops, as a security from the fragments of shells, should 
a bombardment take place, and the garrison were constantly on 
fatigue (under charge of Captain Wollstonecraft, who had been 
ordered back from New Orleans,) for the above purpose, and in 
mounting the thirty-two-pounders in the covert-way, and the thir- 
teen-inch mortar on the Spanish bastion, until the 3rd of January. 
The 24th December, Captain Lagau’s Compdny arrived. The Bat- 
tery on the opposite side, which was commenced on the 15th Decem- 
ber, progressed but slowly, as many of the carpenters, negroes, and 
the superintendent of artificers, had ascended the river on the first 
notice of the arrival of the enemy.. The cannon intended for that 
Fort were taken over the river to Fort St. Philip as a place of security, 
being useless in the then unfinished state of the works. The carpen- 
ters having been sent back from the 3rd until the 8th of January, 
the works on the new battery were carried on with unremitted exer- 
tion, and when our look-out boat returned with the information on 
that day of the approach of the enemy, but a few days more labor 
were required for the completion of the gun-carriages and the work 
itself. On the 8th the gun-boat No. 65 warped into the bayou, and 
took post so as to flank the rear of the Fort. To prevent the un- 
finished battery on the opposite side, which we were obliged to 
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abandon, from being of any use to the enemy, every material capable 
of being removed was brought over the river. Our attention was 


solely occupied on our defense, and we anxiously awaited the ap- 


proach of the enemy which was announced to us by signal on the 
morning of the 9th. About 12 o’clock they hove in sight, when the 
furnace for hot shot was lighted, and the troops stationed at the 


- posts before assigned to them in case of such an event taking place. 


The Signal Station was abandoned about 1 o’clock, and, in the 
hurry to escape, the guard omitted to fire the buildings and lime-kiln, 
which they had been ordered to destroy, and at 2 0’clock that position 
was occupied by the enemy, for a force landed from their vessels. 

The garrison was composed of the following companies, viz: 


Field and Staff...... 
Captain Wollstonecraft’s Artillery 64 
Murray’s Artillery...... 
Detch. of Captain’s Walsh’s Artillery 3 
Captain Broutin’s 7th Regt. Infantry. 78 
Waides’s 7th Infantry.. 85 
Lagau’s Louisiana Volunteers ae 
Listeau’s Free men of colour 30 
366 


making with the crew of gun-boat No. 65, four hundred and six 
effective men. A detachment of Lieutenant Cunningham’s sailors, 
under the direction of that officer, had charge of two thirty-two- 
pounders mounted in the covert-way. Captain Walsh commanded 
the right bastion: the centre bastion, on which an eight-inch howitzer 
and a thirteen-inch mortar were mounted, was commanded by 
Captain Wollstonecraft; and the left battery was commanded by 
Captain Murray. The infantry and volunteers not attached to the 
cannon, were stationed in the rear of the curtain, and otherwise 
posted under the command of Captain Broutin, so as to be able to 


‘support the troops on the batteries, and to act as occasion might 


require. Captain Lagau’s two lieutenants and a party of his Company 
of Louisiana volunteers were attached to the artillerists on the centre 
and left batteries. At 3 o’clock the enemy advanced several boats 
to sound opposite a point about one mile and a half from the fort, 
which had been cleared of its timber some time before, by order of the 


General. The guns of the left battery and those of the water batteries — 


were opened on them and they retreated. Having ascertained the 


distance to which our shot reached their vessels, consisting of a sloop — 


4 
| 
‘ 
‘ 
* : 
‘= 
‘ 
Pa 
« 
hd 


146 The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


of war, a gun-brig, a schooner and two bomb-vessels, they came to 
anchor out of range of our gun shot, at a distance of 3960 yards; 
the bomb-vessels formed broadside to the fort, behind the point of — 
land, a little in advance of the men of war, hoisted their colours, 
and commenced the action. The first shell from the enemy fell 
short, but the next burst over the interior of the fort. All that day 


- and night the firing continued, with only short intervals, generally 


a shell every two minutes. No injury was done to the men or works, 
as the shells, from the nature of the soil, sunk in the ground, without 
bursting, or burst under the ground, at so great a depth as to pro- | 
duce no other effect than a tremulous motion. In the night several 
boats approached near the Fort, and came so close as to allow us 
almost distinctly to hear their crews conversing. They fired several 
rounds of grape and round-shot over and into the Fort. The wind 
blowing fair up the river, and in gusts during the night, this approach 
_ of the enemy was only considered as an effort to divert our attention 

from their vessels, which might attempt to pass under our smoke. 
Their attack was therefore received in silence, and our attention 
directed to the vessels alone. Finding we were not to be moved by 
this stratagem, they retired, and during the rest of the night fired a. 
few shells from their boats stationed on both sides of the river. On 
the 10th the bombardment was continued with the same vivacity 
as on the former day, except that a cessation occurred of about two 
hours at-noon and sundown, which respite was daily granted us dur- 
ing the remainder of the siege. Occasionally on these two days a 
fire was opened from the batteries of the Fort, but the shot fell short. 
The third day of the bombardment several pieces of shells struck 
the flag-staff and in one instance nailed the halyards to the mast, in 
another severed them in the midst of the fire; the topmast was 
lowered down, and it took nearly an hour to have the flag replaced 
on the mast. This was done by a sailor who had the courage to 
stand on the cross-trees, exposed as a mark, and though the fire from 
the enemy was very brisk and well-directed, and several shells burst 
over his head, he escaped unhurt. The evening of this day the enemy 
directed their fire with great exactness at the contractor’s store, 
supposing it to be the main magazine. Several whole shells passed 
through the building, and two burst in it, killing one man and wound- 
ing another; but as their spies had only described the magazine in 
the state in which it was a few days before the attack commenced, © 
they were deceived; and by making every effort to lodge shells in the 
before-mentioned building, which had the appearance of the powder- 
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magazine in its former state, the magazine itself escaped, having 
only been struck two or three times by fragments of shells. 

At four this evening the garrison opened an animated fire for a 
quarter of an hour on the bomb vessels from all the guns that bear 
on them, -but apparently without any other effect than deranging 
their fire; it served however, to animate our men, showed the quick- 
ness and precision with which our guns were pointed and served, 
and gave a foretaste of what might be expected should the enemy 
attempt to pass up. 

_ On the 12th, 13th and 14th the firing continued with the usual 
intervals, doing comparatively little injury; the enemy, probably 
aware of the inefficiency of their shells when discharged so as to alight 
whole in the interior of the works, now arranged their fuses, so that 
the shells burst in the air over the works, and scattered fragments 
in every direction. The evening of the 14th a man was killed on the 
right battery, another slightly wounded, a man on the centre battery 
lost his leg, and several of the gun-carriages were materially injured; 
on the right and centre batteries, the thirty-two-pounder in the covert- 
way, in the angle of the Spanish bastion, was struck five times, and 
for upwards of an hour was rendered unserviceable. Several shells 
entered the blacksmith’s shop; one burst near the main magazine, 
and another passed into the ditch through the magazine in the covert- 

This evening we were employed in carrying into the fort all the 
timber that we could collect, and in forming covers between the: 
guns, so as effectually to secure the men on the batteries from the 
fragments of shells, and to shelter them from the rain, which had 
fallen, with little intermission, from the commencement of the 
siege. This work was finished on the evening of the 15th, and it is 
almost incredible that during all this time, though the men were 
more exposed than before, passing in and out of the Fort in parties, 
after materials, no one was hurt. At this time the interior of the 
Fort was nearly a pond of water; the tents stood, many of them, 
~ torn by shells, but unoccupied. The small magazines were also 
strengthened, and an additional quantity of earth thrown on them. 
This evening several boats arrived, with ammunition from New 
Orleans, fuses for the thirteen-inch mortars, etc., etc. The 16th 
was occupied in conveying the powder and ordnance stores from 
about a mile above the Fort into the magazine; and the weather 
. being fair, we were comparatively comfortable, and in high spirits, 
having now the means of annoying the enemy. On the morning of 
the 17th the fire from the enemy was not as animated as usual; in the 
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evening we returned their fire from our mortars with considerable 
effect, as far as we were able to judge, and for several hours they 
threw shells more frequently than before. At night one of our shells 


struck one of their bomb vessels; we distinctly heard the shock, 


and for near five minutes the fire from one of the vessels was discon- 
tinued. The firing continued during the night of the 17th; several 


shells were lodged in the parapet; one burst passing through the 
ditch into the angle of the centre bastion. This was the last shot we 


received: a little before day the enemy got under way, and at day- 
light we could perceive the sternmost vessel descending the river. 


From three o’clock on the 9th until daylight on the 19th the 
bombardment continued with very little intermission. During 
that time the enemy threw more than one thousand shells and car- 
cases, expended upwards of seventy tons of shells, and more than 
twenty thousand pounds of powder, besides small shells, and round 
and grape-shot from their boats. During the whole of this bombard- 
ment, we lost no more than two men, one of whom was killed on the 


right battery, and the other in the contractor’s store. Our wounded > 
were two men on the right, and three on the centre battery, one in the 


stoie, and one in the interior of the garrison. 


The troops were on the battery nine days, five days without 
cover; and exposed to the rain and weather which was extremely 
cold. They cannot be denied praise for the unremitted exertion they 
made to receive the enemy, the fatigues they underwent during the 
bombardment, which was almost incessant, and the patience they 


exercised thus exposed. Perhaps the duration of the siege would | 


not have been so long had the ‘fuses, sent from the northward, been 
of a good quality; for several days the mortar, with which only 
there was any probability of reaching the enemy, was entirely or 
nearly useless. 


From the effects after asad fuses arrived “oe there were no: 


materials in the garrison to make any) it may perhaps be surmised 
that the enemy’s vessels would have found it unsafe to have remained 
for so long a time in the station they oucupped within range of our 
shells. 

From the day the attack commenced until it concluded, we were 
constantly employed in preparing grape and canister-shot from bar 
lead, making up fixed ammunition, repairing gun-carriages, making 


implements, etc., etc., and we were, in fact, in a much better state of . 


defense, and better provided when it terminated, than at its com- 
mencement. 
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After the enemy left us we had time to examine the interior, and 
the ground in the neighborhood of the fort; upwards of one hundred 
shells had fallen and buried themselves within the fort; the surround- 
ing buildings, workshops, stores, and the hospital, were almost in 
ruins, and the ground for half a mile around, was literally torn up 
in every cirecticn: (See Appendix, No. 34. ) 


Appendix, No. XXXIV. 
Defense of Fort St. Philip. 


Extract of a letter from Major-General Andrew Jackson, to the 
Secretary of War, dated Headquarters, Seventh Military District, 
New Orleans, 17th February, 1815: 


I have the honor to enclose you Major Overton’s report 

- of the-attack of Fort St. Philip, and of the manner in which 

it was defended. The conduct of that officer and of those who 

acted under him, merits, I think, great praise. They nailed 

their own colours to the standard and placed those of the 

enemy underneath them, determined never to surrender the 
Fort. | 


Copy of a letter from Major Overton, commanding Fort St. 
Philip, during the late bombardment of it, to Major-General Jackson: 


Fort St. Philip, January 19th, 1815. 
On the 1st of the present month, I received information 
that the enemy intended passing this Fort to co-operate with 
¥ their land forces, in the subjugation of Louisiana, and the 
destruction of the city of New Orleans. To effect this with 
more facility, they were first with their heavy bomb-vessels 
‘ : to bombard this place into compliance. On the grounds of 
| this information, I turned my attention to the security of my 
command: I erected small magazines in different parts of the 
garrison, that if one blew up I could ‘resort to another; built 
covers for my men to secure them from the explosion of the 
shells, and removed the combustible matter without the 
work. Early in the day of the 8th instant, I was advised of the 


‘ their approach, and on the 9th at a quarter past ten A. M. 
_ oe hove in sight two bomb-vessels, one sloop, one brig, and 
4 one schooner; they anchored two and a quarter miles below. 


‘ At half past eleven, and at half past twelve they advanced 
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two barges, apparently for the purpose of sounding within 
one and a half mile of the fort; at this moment I ordered 
my water battery, under the command of Lieutenant Cun- 
ningham, of the Navy, to open upon them; its well directed 
shot caused a precipitate retreat. At half past three o’clock 
P. M. the enemy’s bomb-vessels opened their fire from four 
sea-mortars, two of thirteen inches, two of ten, and to my 
great mortification I found they were without the effective 
range of my shot; as many subsequent experiments proved; 
they continued their fire with little intermission during the 

10th, 11th, 12th, 13th, 14th, 15th, 16th, and 17th. I oc- 
casionally opened my batteries on them with great vivacity, 
particularly when they showed a disposition to change their 
position. On the 17th in the evening, our heavy mortar 
was said to be in readiness. I ordered that excellent officer, 
Captain Wollstonecraft, of the Artillerists, who previously 
had charge of it, to open a fire, which was done with great 


effect, as the enemy from that moment became disordered, 


and at daylight on the 18th commenced their retreat, after 
having thrown upwards of a thousand heavy shells, besides 
small shells from howitzers, round shot and grape, which he 
discharged from boats under cover of the night. 

Our loss in this affair has been uncommonly small, owing © 


-entirely to the great pains that was taken by the different 


officers to keep their men under cover; as the enemy left 
scarcely ten feet of this garrison untouched. 7 

The officers and soldiers through this whole affair, al- 
though nine days and nights under arms in the different 
batteries, the consequent fatigue and loss of sleep, have 
manifested the greatest firmness and most zealous warmth 
to be at the enemy. To distinguish individuals would be a 
delicate task as merit was conspicuous every where. Lieuten- 
ant Cunningham of the Navy, who commanded my water 
battery, with his brave crew, evinced the most determined 
bravery and uncommon activity throughout; and in fact, sir, 
the only thing to be regretted is that the enemy was too 
timid to give us an opportunity of destroying him. . 

I herewith enclose you a list of killed and wounded. 

_I am, sir, very respectfully, — 
W. H. OVERTON. 
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A list of killed and wounded during the bombardment of Fort 
St. Philip commencing on the 9th and ending on the 18th of Jan- 


uary, 1815: 


Captain Wollstonecraft’s Artillery—Wounded 3. 
Captain Murray’s Artillery—Killed 2, wounded 1. 
Captain Bronten’s Infantry—Wounded 1. 
Captain Wade’s Infantry—Wounded 2. 

Total, Killed 2; Wounded 7. | 


(Page 54.) 


With his usual activity, adhering to his constant practice of | 
seeing everything himself, as far as practicable, General Jackson, 
the second day (Dec. 3, 1814) after his arrival, set out to visit Fort 
St. Philip, in Plaquemines Parish, and to examine what parts of the © 
river below New Orleans, it might be expedient to fortify. Previously 
to his departure, he had sent orders to Governor Claiborne to cause 
all the bayous leading from the ocean into the interior of the country, 
to be obstructed. This measure had been ordered to be executed 
along the whole coast, from Attakapas to Chef-Menteur and Man- 

On visiting Fort St. Philip, the General ieatestd the demolition 
of the wooden barracks within the Fort, several additional pieces 
of Artillery to be mounted on the rampart, and a thirty-two pounder 
and a mortar in the covered way. He also ordered two batteries 


to be constructed, the one opposite the Fort on the right bank, on 


the site of the former Fort Bourbon, and the other half a mile above 
the Fort, and on the same bank. These batteries were to be mounted 
with twenty-four pounders. The latter, in particular, was in a situa- 
tion extremely advantageous for commanding the river, and could 
join its fire with that of Fort St. Philip. 

On his return to New Orleans, the General ordered me to draw 
out the necessary plans for those two batteries, which plans being 
drawn out and approved by him, the necessary measures were taken 
for putting into immediate execution. General Jackson proceeded 
to visit Chef-Menteur, and having gone as far as the confluence of 
the bayou Sauvage and the river of Chef-Menteur, he ordered the 
- erection of a battery at that point. 

In the evening of the 13th of December, Commodore Patterson 
received information that the naval forces of the enemy at anchor 
at Ship Island, were increased to thirty sail, of which six were ships 
of the line; that others were every moment arriving, especially a 
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_ number of light vessels, calculated for navigating on our coast where 
there is but little water, and that the enemy appeared to be sounding 
the passes. The General wrote on the 10th to the Governor of the 
' State, and informed him of his return from visiting the posts down 
the river as far as Fort St. Philip. In that letter he observes that 
the river is capable of being well defended, provided suitable batteries 
be raised on its banks; and that he has fixed on the points on which 
they ought to be erected. The General proposes to the Governor 
to call on the patriotism of the members of the legislature, to assist 
him in the present conjuncture, with all the means in their power. 
As the works to be raised chiefly consist of earth thrown up, he is of 
the opinion that it would be best to suggest to the planters the 
propriety of furnishing their gangs of négroes, to be employed for a 
certain time in those works. He thinks the importance of the sub- 
ject worthy the immediate attention of the legislature, who, he 
hopes, will not delay a moment to furnish means for putting the coun- 
try in a state of defence, by the erection of the fortifications contem- 
plated. These, when completed, the General thinks, will secure the 
river against the attacks of the enemy; but not a moment, says he, 
is to be lost in perfecting the defence of the Mississippi. With 
vigour, energy, and expedition, all is safe; delay may lose all. ee 
The General concludes by requesting the Governor to let him 
know, as soon as possible, what the legislature is disposed to do to 
assist him in erecting the fortifications; he instances as a bright ex- 
ample, what has been done in New York. In case the legislature 
should not be able to realize the expectations he has conceived from 
their patriotism, the General wishes to know it, that he may make 
- arrangements according to the means he possesses, for the defence 


of the country. 
On the 14th of December, Governor Claiborne addressed a 


circular letter to the inhabitants of the parishes of Plaquemines, | 
St. Bernard, St. Charles, and St. John the Baptist, informing them of 
a resolution passed by the legislature, requiring the Governor to 
call upon the inhabitants of such parishes as he might think proper, 
to send all such male negroes as they could dispose of to Fort St. 
Charles, or to the English Turn, to be thence sent to the different 
points that might be judged proper to be fortified, there to work on 
the fortifications. The Governor in his circular letter, makes known 
to the inhabitants, that the State is in danger; that the enemy is in 
considerable force on our Coast; and that his movements indicate a 
disposition to land. He concludes by expressing his reliance on the 
patriotism of the inhabitants, and his hopes that i in the hour of peril, 
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the voice of Government will be listened to and respected by every 
good citizen. | 
(Page 72.) 


The. Barataria smugglers entered service as artillery. Others 
enlisted in one or other of the three companies of mariners, raised by 
Captains Songis, Lagaud, and Colson. The first of these companies 
was sent to the Fort of Petites Coquilles, the second to that of St. 
Philip, and the third to Bayou St. John. 
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TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND SPAIN 
CONCERNING THE CESSION BY SPAIN TO THE, 
_ UNITED STATES OF EAST AND WEST FLORIDA 
PROCLAIMED FEBRUARY 22, 1821, AND 
SIGNED BY JAMES MONROE 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 


By the President of the United States | 


A PROCLAMATION 


Whereas a Treaty of Amity, Settlement, and Limits, between 
the United States of America and his Catholic Majesty, was concluded 
and signed between their Plenipotentiaries in this city, on the 22nd 
day of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred : 
and nineteen, which Treaty, word for word, is as follows: 


Original 
TREATY 


Of Amity, Setilement and Limits between the United States of America, 
and His Catholic Majesty. 


The United States of America and His Catholic Majesty desiring 
to consolidate on a permangnt basis the friendship and good corres- 
pondence which happily prevails between the two Parties, have de- 
termined to settle and terminate all their differences and pretensions 
by a Treaty, which shall designate with precision the limits of their — 
respective bordering territories in North America. 

With this intention the President of the United States has 
furnished with their full Powers John Quincy Adams, Secretary of 
State of the United States; and His Catholic Majesty has appointed 
the Most Excellent Lord Don Luis de Onis, Gonsalez, Lopez y Vara, 
Lord of the Town of Rayaces, Perpetual Regidor of the Corporation 
of the City of Salamanca, Knight Grand Cross of the Royal Ameri- 
can Order of Isabella, the Catholic, decorated with the Lys of La 
Vendée, Knight Pensioner of the Royal and distinguished Spanish 
Order of Charles the Third, Member of the Supreme Assembly of the 


- said Royal Order; of the Council of His Catholic Majesty; his Secre- 


tary with Exercise of Decrees, and his Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary near the United States of America. 
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And the said Plenipotentiaries, after having exchanged their 
Powers, have agreed upon and concluded the following Articles: 

Article 1. There shall be a firm and inviolable peace and sincere 
_ friendship between the United States and their Citizens, and His 
Catholic Majesty, his Successors and Subjects, without exception of 
persons or places. 

Art. 2. His Catholic Majesty pare to the United States, in 
full property and sovereignty, all the territories which belong to him, 
situated to the eastward of the Mississippi, known by the name of 

East and West Florida. The adjacent Islands dependent on said 
Provinces, all public lots and squares, vacant Lands, public Edifices, 
Fortifications, Barracks and other Buildings, which are not private 


property, Archives and Documents, which relate directly to the 


property and sovereignty of said Provinces, are included in this 
Article. The said Archives and Documents shall be left in possession 
of the Commissaries, or Officers of the United States, duly authorized 
to receive them. 

Art. 3. The Boundary Line between the two Countries, West of 
the Mississippi, shall begin on the Gulph of Mexico, at the mouth of 
the River Sabine in the Sea, continuing North, along the Western 
Bank of that River, to the 32d degree of Latitude; thence by a Line 
due North to the degree of Latitude, where it strikes the Rio Roxo 


of Nachitoches, or Red River, then following the course of the Rio- | 


Roxo Westward to the degree of Longitude, 100 West from London 
and 23 from Washington, then crossing the said Red River, and run- 
ning thence by a Line due North to the River Arkansas, thence, 
following the Course of the Southern bank of the Arkansas to its 
source in Latitude, 42. North, and thence by that parallel of Latitude 
to the South-Sea. The whole being as laid down in Melishe’s Map 
of the United States, published at Philadelphia, improved to the 


first of January, 1818. But if the Source of the Arkansas River shall 


be found to fall North or South of Latitude 42, then the Line shall 
run from the said Source due South or North, as the case may be, 
till it meets the said Parallel of Latitude 42, and thence along the said 
Parallel to the South Sea: all the Islands in the Sabine and the Said 
Red and Arkansas Rivers, throughout the Course thus described, to 
belong to the United States; but the use of the Waters and the navi- 
gation of the Sabine to the Sea, and of the said Rivers, Roxo and 
Arkansas, throughout the extent of the said Boundary, on their 
respective Banks, shall be common to the respective inhabitants of 
both Nations. The Two High Contracting Parties agree to cede 
and renounce all their rights, claims and pretensions to the Terri- 
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tories described by the said Line: that is to say.—The United States 
hereby cede to His Catholic Majesty, and renounce forever, all their 
rights, claims, and pretensions to the Territories lying West and South 
of the above described Line; and, in like manner, His Catholic 


_ Majesty cedes to the said United States, all his rights, claims, and 


pretensions to any Territories, East and North of the said Line, and, © 
for himself, his heirs and successors, renounces all claim to the said — 
Territories forever. 

Art. 4. To fix this Line with more precision, and place the 
Landmarks which shall designate exactly the limits of both Nations, 
each of the Contracting Parties shall appoint a Commissioner, 
and a Surveyor, who shall meet before the termination of one year 
from the date of the Ratification of this Treaty, at Nachitoches on 
the Red River, and proceed to run and mark the said Line from the 
mouth of the Sabine to the Red River, and from the Red River to 
the River Arkansas, and to ascertain the Latitude of the Source of the 
said River Arkansas, in conformity to what is above agreed upon and 
stipulated, and the Line of Latitude 42. to the South Sea: they 
shall make out plans and keep Journals of their proceedings, and the 
result agreed upon by them shall be considered as part of this Treaty, 
and shall have the same force as if it were inserted therein. The 
two Governments will amicably agree respecting the necessary 
Articles to be furnished to those persons, and also as to their respective 
escorts, should such be deemed necessary. 

Art. 5. The Inhabitants of the ceded Territories shall be secured 
in the free exercise of their Religion, without any restriction, and 
all those who may desire to remove to the Spanish Dominions shall 
be permitted to sell, or export their Effects at any time whatever, 
without being subject, in either case, to duties. 

Art. 6. The Inhabitants of the Territories which His Catholic 
Majesty cedes to the United States by this Treaty, shall be incor- 
porated in the Union of the United States, as soon as may be consis- 
tent with the principles of the Federal Constitution, and admitted 


- to the enjoyment of all the privileges, rights and immunities of the 


Citizens of the United States. 
Art. 7. The Officers and Troops of His Catholic Majesty in the 


Territories hereby ceded by him to the United States shall be with- _ 


drawn, and possession of the places occupied by them shall be given 
within six months after the exchange of the Ratifications of this 
Treaty, or sooner if possible, by the Officers of His Catholic Majesty, 
to the Commissioners or Officers of the United States, duly appointed 
to receive them; and the United States shall furnish the transports 
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and escort necessary to convey the Spanish Officers and Troops and 
their baggage to the Havana. | 


Art. 8. All the grants of land made before the 24th of January, 
1818, by His Catholic Majesty or by his lawful authorities in the said 
Territories ceded by His Majesty to the United States, shall be 
ratified and confirmed to the persons in possession of the lands, to the 
same extent that the same grants would be valid if the Territories 
had remained under the Dominion of His Catholic Majesty. But the 
owners in possession of such lands, who by reason of the recent cir- 
cumstances of the Spanish Nation and the Revolutions in Europe, 
have been prevented from fulfilling all the conditions of their grants, 
shall complete them within the terms limited in the same respectively, 
from the date of this Treaty; in default of which the said grants 
shall be null and void—all grants made since the said 24th of January 
1818, when the first proposal on the part of His Catholic Majesty 
for the cession of the Floridas was made, are hereby declared and 
agreed to be null and void 


Art. 9. The two High Contracting Parties animated with the 
most earnest desire of conciliation and with the object of putting an 
_ end to all the differences which have existed between them, and of 
confirming the good understanding which they wish to be forever 
maintained between them, reciprocally renounce all claims for dam- 
ages or injuries which they, themselves, as well as their respective 
citizens and subjects may have suffered, until the time of signing 
this Treaty. 

The renunciation of the United States will.extend to all the i in- 
juries mentioned in the Convention of the 11th of August, 1802. 


2. To all claims on account of Prizes made by French Priva- 
teers, and condemned by French Consuls, within the Territory and 
Jurisdiction of Spain. 


3. To all claims of ttidherinbitan on account of the suspension of 
the right of Deposit at New Orleans in 1802. 


4. To all claims of Citizens of the United States upon the 
Government of Spain, arising from the unlawful seizures at Sea, and 
in the ports and territories of Spain or the Spanish Colonies. 

5. To all claims of Citizens of the United States upon the 
Spanish Government, statements of which, soliciting the interposi- 
tion of the Government of the United States have been presented to 
the Department of State, or to the Minister of the United States in 
Spain, since the date of the Convention of 1802, and until the signa- 
ture of this Treaty. 
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The renunciation of His Catholic Maj esty extends, 


1. To all the injuries mentioned in the Convention of the 11th — 


of August, 1802. 
2. To the sums which His Catholic Majesty advanced for the 


return of Captain Pike from the Provincias Internas. 
To all injuries caused by the expedition of Miranda that was 
fitted out and equipped at New York. 

4. To all claims of Spanish subjects upon the Government of 
the United States arising from unlawful seizures at Sea or within 
the ports and territorial Jurisdiction of the United States. 

Finally, to all the claims of subjects of His Catholic Majesty 
upon the Government of the United States, in which the interposi- 
tion of His Catholic Majesty’s Government has been solicited before 


- the date of this Treaty, and since the date of the Convention of 1802, 


or which may have been made to the Department of Foreign Affairs 
of His Majesty, or to His Minister in the United States. 

And the High Contracting Parties respectively renounce all 
claim to indemnities for any of the recent events or transactions of 
their respective Commanders and Officers, in the Floridas. 

The United States will cause satisfaction to be made for the in- 
juries, if any, which by process of Law, shall be established to have 
been suffered by the Spanish Officers, and individual Spanish in- 
habitants, by the late operations of the American Army in Florida. 

_ Art. 10. The Convention entered into between the two Gov- 
ernments on the 11th of August, 1802, the Ratifications of which 
were exchanged the 21st December, 1818, is annulled. 

Art. 11. The United States, exonerating Spain from all demands 
in future, on account of the claims of their Citizens, to which the re- 
nunciations herein contained extend, and considering them entirely 
cancelled, undertake to make satisfaction for the same, to an amount 
not exceeding Five Millions of Dollars. To ascertain the full amount 
and validity of those claims, a Commission, to consist of three Com- 


missioners, Citizens of the United States, shall be appointed by the 


President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate; which 
Commission shall meet at the City of Washington, and within the 
space of three years, from the time of their first meeting, shall receive, 
examine and decide upon the amount and validity of all the claims 
included within the descriptions above mentioned. : 

The said Commissioners shall take an oath or affirmation, to be 
entered on the record of their proceedings, for the faithful and dili- 
gent discharge of their duties; and incase of the death, sickness, or 
necessary absence of any such Commissioner, his placé may be 
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supplied by the appointment, as aforesaid, or by the President of 
the United States during the recess of the Senate, of another Com- 
missioner in his stead. The said Commissioners shall be authorized 
to hear and examine on oath every question relative to the said claims, 
and to receive all suitable authentic testimony concerning the same. 
And the Spanish Government shall furnish all such documents and 
elucidations as may be in their possession, for the adjustment of the 
said claims, according to the principles of Justice, the Laws of Nations, 
and the Stipulations of the Treaty between the two Parties of 27th 
October, 1795; the said Documents to be specified, when demanded 

at the instance of the said Commissioners. | 

The payment of such claims as may be admitted and adjusted 
by the said Commissioners, or the major part of them, to an amount 
not exceeding Five Millions of Dollars, shall be made by the United 
States, either immediately at their Treasury or by the creation of 
Stock bearing an interest of Six per Cent per annum, payable from the 
proceeds of Sales of public lands within the Territories hereby ceded 
- to the United States, or in such other manner as the Congress of the 
United States may prescribe by Law. 

The records of the proceedings of the said Commissioners, to- 
gether with the vouchers and documents produced before them, 
relative to the claims to be adjusted and decided upon by them, shall, 
after the close of their transactions, be deposited in the Department 
of State of the United States; and copies of them or any part of them, 
shall be furnished to the Spanish Government, if required, at the de- 
mand of the Spanish Minister in the United States. 

Art. 12. The Treaty of Limits and Navigation of 1795 remains 
confirmed in all and each one of its Articles, excepting the 2, 3, 4, 21 
and the second clause of the 22nd Article, which, having been altered 
by this Treaty, or having received their entire execution, are no 
longer valid. 

With respect to the 15th Article of the same Treaty of Friend- 
ship, Limits and Navigation of 1795, in which it is stipulated, that the 
Flag shall cover the property, the Two High Contracting Parties 
. agree that this shall be so understood with respect to those Powers 
who recognize this principle; but if either of the two Contracting 
Parties shall be at War with a Third Party, and the other Neutral, 
the Flag of the Neutral shall cover the property of Enemies, whose 
Government acknowledge this principle, and not of others. 

Art. 13. Both Contracting Parties, wishing to favour their 
mutual Commerce, by affording in their ports every necessary 
Assistance to their respective Merchant Vessels, have agreed, that 
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the Sailors who shall desert from their Vessels in the ports of the other, 


shall be arrested and delivered up, at the instance of the Consul— © 


who shall prove nevertheless, that the Deserters belonged to the 
Vessels that claim them, exhibiting the document that is customary 
in their nation: that is to say, the American Consul in a Spanish 
Port, shall exhibit the Document known by the name of Articles, 
and the Spanish Consul in American Ports, the Roll of the Vessel; 
and if the name of the Deserter or Deserters, who are claimed, shall 
appear in the one or the other, they shall be arrested, held in custody 
and delivered to the Vessel to which they shall belong. 


Art. 14. The United States hereby certify, that they have not 
received any compensation from France for the injuries they suffered 
from her Privateers, Consuls, and Tribunals, on the Coasts and in 
the Ports of Spain, for the satisfaction of which provision is made 
by this Treaty; and they will present an authentic statement of the 
prizes made, and of their true value, that Spain may avail herself of 
the same in such manner as she may deem just and proper. 


Art. 15. The United States to give to His Catholic Majesty, a 
proof of their desire to cement the relations of Amity subsisting be- 


tween the two Nations, and to favour the Commerce of the Subjects _ 


- of His Catholic Majesty, agree that Spanish Vessels coming laden 
only with productions of Spanish growth, or manufactures directly 
from the Ports of Spain or of her Colonies, shall be admitted for the 
term of twelve years to the Ports of Pensacola and St. Augustine, in 
the Floridas, without paying other or higher duties on their cargoes 
or of tonnage than will be paid by the Vessels of the United States.— 
During the said term no other Nation shall enjoy the same privileges 
within the ceded Territories. The twelve years shall commence 
three months after the exchange of the Ratifications of this Treaty. 

Art. 16. The present Treaty shall be.ratified in due form by the 
Contracting Parties, and the Ratifications shall be exchanged in Six 
Months from this time or sooner if possible. 


In Witness whereof, We the Underwritten Plenipotentiaries of the 
United States of America, and of His Catholic Majesty, have signed, 


by virtue of Our Powers, the Present Treaty of Amity, Settlement | 


_and Limits, and have thereunto affixed our Seals respectively. 


Done at Washington, this Twenty-Second day of -rinauersfa | 


One Thousand Eight Hundred and Nineteen. 
| [Seal] JOHN QUINCY ADAMS 
[Seal] 2 LUIS DE ONIS 
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And whereas his said Catholic Majesty did on the twenty- 
fourth day of October, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
hundred and twenty, ratify and confirm the said Treaty, which 


ratification is in the words and of the tenor following: 


[Translation] 


Ferdinand the Seventh by the grace of God, and by the Constitution 
of the Spanish Monarchy, King of the Spains. 
Whereas on the twenty-second day of February of the year one 
thousand eight hundred and nineteen last past, a treaty was con- 


- cluded and signed in the City of Washington between Don Luis de 


Onis, my Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary, and 
John Quincy Adams, Esquire, Secretary of State of the United States 
of America, competently authorized by both parties, consisting of 
sixteen articles, which had for their object the arrangement of differ- 
ences, and of limits between both Governments and their respective 
territories; which are of the following form and literal tenor: 
_ Here follows the above treaty, word for word: | 

Therefore having seen and examined the sixteen articles afore- 

said, and having first obtained the consent and authority of the 


General Cortes of the Nation with respect to the Cession mentioned 


and stipulated in the 2nd and 3rd articles, I approve and ratify 
all and every one of the articles referred to and the clauses which 
are contained in them; and in virtue of these presents I approve 
and ratify them; promising on the faith and word of a King to exe- 
cute and observe them, and to cause them to be executed and observed 
entirely as if I myself had signed them: and that the circumstances of 
having exceeded the term of six months, fixed for the exchange of the 
ratifications in the 16th article may afford no obstacle in any manner; 
it is my deliberate will that the present ratification be as valid and 
firm and produce the same effects as if it had been done within the 
determined period. Desirous at the same time of avoiding any doubt 
or ambiguity concerning the meaning of the 8th article of the said 
treaty in respect to the date which is pointed out in it as the period 
for the confirmation of the grants of lands in the Floridas, made by 
me or by the competent authorities in my Royal name, which point 
of date was fixed in the positive understanding of the three grants of 
land made in favor of the Duke of Alagon, the Count of Punon- 
rostro, and Don Pedro de Vargas, being annulled by its tenor; I 
think proper to declare that the said three grants have remained and do 


remain entirely annulled and invalid; and that neither the three 


individuals mentioned, nor those who may have title or interest 


é 
i 
i 
. 
et 
“ 
> 
r 
a 
‘ 
ree 
¥ 


162 . The Louisiana Historical Quarterly 


through them, can avail themselves of the said grants at any time or 
in any manner: under which explicit declaration the said 8th article 
is to be be understood as ratified. 

In the faith of all which I have commanded to despatch these 


presents signed by my hand, sealed with my secret seal, and coun- 


tersigned by the underwritten my Secretary of Despatch of State. 
Given at Madrid the twenty-fourth day of October one thousand 
eight hundred and twenty. — (Signed) FERNANDO. 


(Countsd) EVARISTO PEREZ DE CASTRO. 


And whereas the Senate of the United States did, on the nine- 
teenth day of the present month, advise. and consent to the ratifi- 
cation, on the part of these United States, of the said Treaty in the 
following words: | 
“In Senate of the United States 

February 19th, 1821. 

Resolved, two-thirds of the Senators present concurring therein, 
that the Senate having examined the treaty of Amity, Settlement 
and Limits between the United States of America and his Catholic 
Majesty made and concluded on the twenty-second day of February, 
1819, and seen and considered the Ratification thereof, made by his 
said Catholic Majesty on the 24th day of October, 1820, do consent 
to, and advise the President of the United States to ratify the same.”’ 


_ And whereas in pursuance of the said advice and consent of the — 


Senate of the United States I have ratified and confirmed the said 


Treaty in the following, viz: 

‘“‘Now, therefore,.I, James Monroe, President of the United States 
of America, having seen and considered the Treaty above recited, 
together with the Ratification of His Catholic Majesty thereof, do in 


pursuance of the aforesaid advice and consent of the Senate of the | 
United States, by these Presents, accept, ratify, and confirm the said 


Treaty and every clause and article thereof as the same are herein 
before set fo ° 
| “In faith whereof I have caused the Seal of the United States of 
America to be hereto affixed.” 

“Given under my Hand at the City of Washington this twenty- 
second day of February in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 


_ hundred and twenty-one, and of the Independence of the said States 


the forty-fifth. — (Signed) JAMES MONROE 
By the President | 
(Signed) JOHN QUINCY ADAMS _. 
Secretary of State.”’ 
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And whereas the said Ratifications, on the part of the United 
States, and of His Catholic Majesty, have been this day duly ex- 
changed at Washington, by John Quincy Adams, Secretary of State 
of the United States, and by General Don Francisco Dionisio Vives, 
Envoy Extraordinary and Minister Plenipotentiary of His Catholic 
Majesty: Now, therefore, to the end that the said Treaty may be 
observed and performed with good faith on the part of the United 
States, I have caused the premises to be made public, and I do 
hereby enjoin and require all persons bearing office, civil or military, 
within the United States, and all others, citizens or inhabitants 
thereof, or being within the same, faithfully to observe and fulfill 
the said Treaty and every clause and article thereof. 

In testimony whereof I have caused the seal of the United 
States to be affixed to these presents, and signed the same with my 
hand. | 
Done at the City of Washington, the twenty-second day of 

February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight 
[Seal] hundred and twenty-one, and of the sovereignty and 


independence of the United States the forty-fifth. 
JAMES MONROE 


By the President 
' JOHN QUIN CY ADAMS 
of Siate 
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CONCESSION OF STE CATHERINE 
AT THE NATCHEZ | 


(Excerpt from a letter written by Mr. Faucond du Manoir, 
Director General of the Colony of Ste Catherine, to those interested 
in the said colony at the Natchez, July 18th, 1721.)—T7ranslations 
From Book of Louisiana Concessions, by Heloise H. Cruzat. 

I have had the honor of writing to you at length on the acquisi- 
tion I made of Mr. Hubert’s concession, for the sum of 50/m, as also 
the purchase of twelve cows and two negroes from Sieur maguet, for 


.the sum of 65004. 


I called your attention to the importance and necessity of this 
purchase in view of my impending condition, the scarcity of provis- 
ions, and the little help there is to expect from the Company, and, 
moreover, the time I lost since my arrival here decided me to make 
this purchase, 

The 160 arpents of land poner cleared would spare you at least 
fifteen months of labor without counting the laborers’ salaries, food 


and maintenance and the wear on the ustensils, so that I intend to 


secure permanently all the negroes and cattle. 

What a blessing it would have been for us had the barges arrived 
two months sooner; I could have hoped for 1200 quarters of corn from 
our crop, and, though we sowed until the 4th of the current month, 
we cannot expect more than two or three hundred. We will endeavor 
to plant fifteen more arpents of ground, besides which we have 
60/m feet planted with tobacco. 

I know not what reason they had to disparage this country 
for I find it superior to all I imagined. I left Biloxi on the 8th day 
of last April with two boats, nineteen persons and provisions to go 
to New Orleans, and from there to come here; we set sail about ten 


o’clock in the morning with a fair wind, towards noon the wind in- © 
creased, and at two the pilot, ignorant and stubborn, threw the boat 


on a bar, which would have not happened if he had followed my 
advice. Our companion, not being able to help us, passed through 


the channel of the Bay of St. Louis. We remained stranded until © 


five in the evening, all our efforts to free ourselves proving vain. The 
waves rose six feet above us; they several times filled our boat; con- 
tinuous and heavy rain and thunder made our loss seem imminent. 
Finding no other recourse to get off this bar, I had everything thrown 
into the sea, reserving only a jug of brandy and some bread for our 
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relief. We were released at nine o’clock in a sad plight. By the pro- 
ces verbal you will ascertain our losses oy which we expect the 
Company to indemnify us. 

A slave ship has arrived, I gave Mr. be Havre an order for 
thirty negroes; when he examined them, he found that seventeen of 
them were sick, and, rather than run any risks from their diseases, 
he returned them. He sent me the thirteen remaining negroes. 

The Company having no men at Orleans I was obliged to en- 
gage some, and to take four sailors off the balinder to mann four 
boats in which I brought here thirty negroes and nineteen whites in 
sixteen days. One of our boats, which I sent back to carry baggages, 
was lost. I cannot do without them and I shall have four more built, 
if I find some one to undertake this work. 

In my last I called your attention to the fact that the company 
“owes me the value of 92 quarters of flour; since then I have again 
furnished, at. Biloxi, 20 quarters, and they took from me, by force, 
10 quarters more on the twenty with which I had loaded my balinder 
to serve as staple at New Orleans, so that I have not, at present, 
enough provisions to last me two months longer. 

I gave orders to the Sieur Longraye to send you copies of the 
protests I made. The Company moreover owes me over four months 
_of provisions and more than twenty-eight barrels of wine, which fact 
is the cause of my not drinking any since three months. _ 

Our concession would undoubtedly have been stranded by the 
Company’s fault, (for it takes our provisions instead of furnishing 
what it agreed to furnish), if I had not influenced Sieur Adam, whilst 
in New Orleans, to buy a small concession which was in condition to 
provide a crop for the maintenance of our people. Otherwise he 
could not expect success, whilst 1t now seems to be assured. 

Will they unceasingly expose to perish of want so many folks 
whose sole wish is to see the colony flourish, and will those who have - 
it in charge never give it sufficient attention to see that urgent 
necessities be sent to it? I acknowledge that such a course repulses 
those with the best intentions. 

I do not doubt of perfect success if the Company does not 
leave its inhabitants in want of the barest necessities. We remain 
six months without receiving any ships. Without the concessions 
the colony would be lost; since the month of March the Company 
has subsisted only on what it took from them, thereby exhausting 
them and reducing the officers and the soldiers to the eating of noth- 
ing but corn for two months. 

You must, by this time, realize the wisdom of the advice I sent 
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you from Port Louis, on the necessity of sending, between All Saints 
and Christmas, a vessel with a supplement of provisions. I have since 
sent you, from Biloxi, a statement of conditions, by Sieur Duchesne, 
but since then no vessel has arrived and I have not received any let- 


ters. 


If you do not exert yourself seriously to put my suggestions | é 
into execution it is impossible for me to succeed. Notwithstanding 
the embarrassing position in which the seizure of my flour places me, 
(not being able to procure any for two months to come) I would 
hope, by economy, to put this concession in a flourishing condition, 
if you would contribute to our success. I would not be in such 
straits if Limburg and other trading merchandise were to be found. 
Once more, gentlemen, exert yourselves with the greatest diligence © 
to send me the provisions and merchandise mentioned in the memo- 
_ rials forwarded by you, which I await with impatience. 
The soil here is admirably adapted to the fabrication of pottery 
and earthenware; if you embark men for this work you must not 
_ forget the necessary drugs and utensils (tools). I have no lock- 
smiths, edge-tool makers nor long sawyers; I cannot do without 
them and those whom you will send must be ready to show their 
trade to the negroes. We will not promise to clothe them, it is wiser 
to pay them something over the usual wages and they will take more 
care of their clothes. | 
We have a great many millers here and we can say that every- 
thing grows well; two crops a year may be raised: one of beans and 
the other of corn. The —— will thrive to perfection here, as also 
all fruits from France; it only rests with you to send them. I have 
eaten wild cherries, prunes and peaches, of which there is a profusion 
and it is easy to adapt them to the French taste. 
Indigo will grow well, but I believe that two harvests (or cuttings) 
can be made instead of three as at Cape Francois, because it grows 
taller; a man of experience should be engaged for this culture. 
Tobacco thrives as well as can be desired; silk will come and rice 
as well. As to wheat it will be cultivated with success when the 
country has been cleared and the ground ploughed during three or 
four years longer. I intend to put up three or four ploughs in the 
next four months, and twenty in the coming twenty months; to carry 
out my plans I must have trading merchandise. 
Gentlemen, use your best efforts to enable me to obtain a cargo 
of negroes in the coming year, and an order to the captain to secure | i. 
as much rice as he can from the coast of Guinea, and corn from Cape ; a 
Francois, if possible. We will give our attention to producing pro- _ 
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visions to receive these negroes, and:helped by trade, I will be able 
to feed them, provided you do what I advised, in which case we will 
soon have the pleasure of supplying the colony with all it needs and 
to furnish it tobacco. Therefore, we shall hereafter need only work- 
men, negroes, provision and merchandise to establish, if not frus- 
trated, the finest concession that ever was made. 

_ | sent men to take possession of the Ouachitas and I had three 
huts put up. All those I sent there admit that the lands are better 
than these. Dearth of provisions precludes my sending twenty or 
thirty persons from here. I thought this number necessary. I shall 
decide on this if the Company returns the provisions and replaces 
those I have been obliged to consume since my arrival in Biloxi to 


make up for the deficiency in the quantity and quality of those furn- 


ished to my people and given to relieve the sick. 

One cannot imagine anything finer than this country, I discover 
daily something else to appreciate. The eyes are satisfied with the 
scenery, the air is healthy enough, and still fevers are of frequent 
occurrence, though not very dangerous. 

The Sieur de St. Hilaire, from what he says, is in great need of 
a wife, and if it were possible to prevail upon Mademoiselle Le Loup, 
his last mistress, to come to this country, he would marry her immedi- 
ately. He beseeches you to render him this service, and, if she accepts 
his proposal, and is in need of a hundred pistoles or so, I entreat you 
to count them out to her and to advise me of it. 

We are in absolute need of five or six persons who can tame 
oxen and know how to plough, and a like number of good mowers, 
who will be of great help to us. Kindly recommend to the captain 
of our ship, if he passes the Cape, to secure oxen suitable to the plough. 

It is of such importance to send me provisions that I would be in 


condition to raise more than two hundred thousand pounds of to- 


bacco, if I were sufficiently well provided; ten or more good clearage 
workmen experienced in this culture and knowing how to cord wood 
would greatly strengthen our concession. 

I engaged a good men who was formerly on Mr. Hubert’s con- 
cession which I bought; he knows the land and I am persuaded that I 
could do nothing wiser than to place him under me. As his experi- 
ence will help my projects I promised him two thousand francs a 
year. 

Gentlemen, see that the vessels sent to us draw no more than 
114 feet of water as they will then pass the bar and ascend to New 
Orleans. The fact of the vessels touching at Biloxi has caused losses 
to all the concessions by the long delay to the barges. The length 
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of time spent in unloading and transporting is what occasions loss of 


provisions and utensils. 
You may be assured, gentlemen, that tobacco, rice, and silk 


will thrive in this colony as well as in any spot on earth, but remember 
that without a great many negroes you cannot expect any profit, 


since the white laborers can barely feed themselves. As the winter . 


here is severe it will be proper to send me wherewith to clothe them 
from head to foot, otherwise they will not be able to endure the 
climate. . 

When | ask for laborers it is partly to begin our work and at 
the same time to teach their trade to the negroes, for if we succeed 
in training and perfecting them, they will, in the course of time, 


bring you large profits; if necessary, they will be sold at four times | 


their cost and in case of need, their labor would bring more than 
what we gain on our culture. You must not feel astonished at the 
considerable sums which must be advanced at the beginning of 
these establishments. You know that you must sow before you reap, 
and those who have been led to imagine that in three years they 
would recover their principal have been grossly deceived as well as 
those who persuade themselves that they can support themselves 
without aid from Europe, at least during the first three years. With- 
out any risk, I will assert that whoever does not follow this system 
may, from this moment, abandon his enterprise, for without this 
precaution he will always be in want. 

Reflecting that the rapidly coming winter season would un- 
doubtedly prevent our sending you the balinder is the first reason 
which induces me to send it now. 

The second is the want of provisions sesion which we are now 


suffering. 
The third is that the few men I have precludes my sending it to 


the Cape. 

The fourth, that it will reach France in the same oe of time 
it would take to go to the Cape. 

The fifth, that it must be promptly returned, so that it may 
reach here next March, for we will not be able to support ourselves 


later than the said month, and even so, we shall be compelled to eat 


corn from our own crop. 
The statements which will be handed to you will inform you of 


the just indemnities which we have a right to from the Company. 
There are some objections made here relative to the land which 

the Company granted to each concession. They say that four 

Square leagues are equal to four leagues of ground, which would be 
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| two leagues frontage and two in depth, whilst we understood it to be 

- four leagues on every side, that is, four leagues frontage by four in 

: _ depth which would make sixteen in circuit. 

— To avoid discussions it would be advisable to make our state- 
| ments on the subject that this may be’settled. 

I send you the contract of acquisition of this concession, also 
the receipt under the bills of exchange which I drew on you, at sight, 
at 50/m at 50 days. 
ad As.the Sieur Hubert had supplies and some utensils which we 

| needed I could not forego buying them, all of which amounted to 
| 12095#, which sum I have also drawn on you, at sight, at 50 days. 

I send by the balinder a small ‘‘andouille’ of tobacco to be 
grated, one of leaves to smoke, and a sample of silk, the whole of 
our culture. 

I have the honor to remain, 


Not signed “‘G. S.”’ 
P. S.—If, at this moment, I had 500 negroes I would hope to re- 
mit 30/m# in three years. 


Letter from Father Poisson, Jesuit missionary in Arkansas, 
then a part of Louisiana, to the Jesuit Father Patouillet, giving 
details of Indian customs and of John Law’s concession: 

Reverend Father:—Accept the compliments of a poor missionary 
who has always esteemed you, and who, allow me to say it, has loved 
you as much as your best friend. The distance which Providence 
has placed between us will never weaken my friendship, nor the 
gratitude I feel for the friendliness you always showed me when we 
lived together. The favor I ask of you is to think of me a little, to 
: pray for me, and, from time to time, to tell me of your dear self. 
> I am not yet sufficiently familiar with the country and with 
the manners of the Indians to give you any news. I shall only say 
that the Mississippi presents nothing rare nor beautiful to the traveler 
besides itself. Nothing strips it of its beauty but the never ending 
forest, which covers both of its shores, and the awful solitude one 
| endures during the entire voyage. 

» Having nothing curious to write about this country, permit me 
to entertain you by relating what has happened since Providence 
es placed me at this post. Two days after my arrival the village of 
Santhouis deputed two Indians to ask if I would feel any satisfaction 
from their coming to sing the calumet to me; they were in ceremoni- 
ous apparel, well spotted, (that is having their whole body painted 
in different colors), wearing wild cats’ tails at the place where Mer- 
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cury’s wings are generally painted, the Calumet in hand, with mys- 
tery bells strung around their bodies, thus announcing their coming 
from a distance. I told them that I was not like the French chiefs 
who command warriors and who come with booty to give them 
presents; that I had come solely to make the Great Spirit known to 
them, and that I had brought only what was necessary to that end; 
that I, however, would accept their calumet while awaiting the 
time when a pirogue would come to me; this was putting them off 
indefinitely. They passed the calumet over my face and returned to 
their nation to carry my answer. 

Two days later the Chiefs came to make the same demand, 
saying that it was without design that they came to dance the calumet 
before me. ‘“‘Without design,” in Indian parlance, means that they 


give a present without expecting one in return; I was forewarned of | 


all this, I knew that hope of presents made they very assiduous in 
their attentions and that when the Indians give, even without “de- 
sign,’’ One must return twice as much or arouse ill feeling. Therefore 
I gave them the same answer I had given the deputies. They re- 
iterated their demand, inquiring if I would, at least, allow their young 
men to dance the dance of discovery before me. (This dance is danced 
when they are sent to discover the enemy.) I answered that I did 
not need to be entertained, but their young men could dance before 
me; that I would see their dance with pleasure. All the village, ex- 
cept the women, came the following day, at daybreak, and the 
dances, chanting and harangues lasted till noon. Their dances, as 
you may imagine, are fantastical. The regularity with which they 
observe the cadences is as surprising as their contortions and exer- 
tions. I realized that I must not let them depart without giving 
them a “high pot’’ (chaudiere haute). I borrowed, from a French- 
man, a pot similar to the one at the Invalides. I gave them as mu¢eh 
corn as they wanted and there was no confusion. Two among them 
served as cooks and divided the shares equally and impartially, and 
distributed them in like manner. The only sound heard was the 
ordinary exclmaation ‘‘Ho,” that each one pronounced as his share 
was presented to him. I never saw any one eat so with little grace 
nor with better appetite. They returned to their village, quite 
satisfied, but before leaving one of the chiefs spoke to me again of 
receiving their calumet. I amused them as I had hitherto done, for 
it is a considerable expense to receive their calumet. In the beginning 
when they had to be dealt with cautionsly, the directors of Mr. 
Law’s concession and the commandants who received their calumet 


gave them costly. presents; these Indians thought that I would 
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_ revive the old custom, but even if I was able to do so, I would beware 
of renewing it in the fear that they might listen to religious instruction 
only through interested motives. Besides, we know by experience, 
that the more one gives the Indians the less satisfaction one obtains, 
and that gratitude is a virtue of which they have not the faintest 
idea. | 

Until now I have not found time to study their language, however 
I question them during their frequent visists.—‘“‘talon jajai’’ (how 
do you call that?); I know enough to be understood in ordinary needs. 
There is not a Frenchman here who knows it thoroughly. They have 
learned very superficially only what is necessary to commerce; I 
already know as much as they do. I foresee that it will be difficult 
to learn it sufficiently to talk of religion to these Indians. I have 
-reason to believe that they are persuaded that I possess their lan- 
guage perfectly well. One of them said to a Frenchman who spoke 
of me: ‘I know he is a great spirit, he knows everything.”” You see 
_ that they hold me in higher esteem than I deserve. 

Another made a long harangue of which I understood only the 
words “INDATAI” (my father), “UVGINGUAI”’ (my son). I 
answered at hazard when he questioned me: “ai’’ (yes) “‘igalon’”’ 
(that is good). Then the speaker passed his hand over my face, and 
after all these agios, he departed apparently quite satisfied. Another 
came a few days later for the same ceremony. As soon as I perceived 
them I begged a Frenchman to repeat what he said to me without 
seeming to serve as an interprepter. I was anxious to know if I had 
been mistaken in my answers to the other. This indian asked me if I 
was willing to adopt him as my son, that on returning from a hunt 
he would throw gameat my feet, WITHOUT DESIGN; that I would 
not, as other *renchmen, ask him: ‘What are you hungry for?’ which 
means: what do you want me to give you for that? That I would 
ask him to be seated, that I would feed him as my son, and that 
when he would again come to visit me, I would say: “Sit there, 
my son, there is vermilion and powder.’’ Do you see the cunning of 
the savage? He wishes to appear generous in giving “‘without desgin”’ 
and, at the same time, he is unwilling to lose anything. I responded 
to his discourse: ‘“Igaton the” (that is very good, I approve it, I 
consent.) After this he passed his hand over my face as the other 

Here is another trait of their generosity: the day before yester- 
day I received the visit of a chief; I offered him a smoke, not to have 
done so would have been a want of politeness. A few moments later 
he brought me a spotted deer skin which he had left in the alley 
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of my residence aad threw it over my shoulders. This is their way of 
presenting this sort of gift. I asked a Frenchman to question him as 
to what return he wanted and I bade him to do so in such manner | 
that he would not appear to have been prompted by me. “I gave | 
without design,” said he, ‘‘do I trade with my father?” However, a A 
while afterwards he told the Frenchman that his wife had no salt 

and that his son had no powder, his idea was that the Frenchman ) 
would repeat it to me. The Indian gives nothing without return, é 
and one must observe the same maxin with him, otherwise one incurs P 
their contempt. ; 

A spotted skin is a skin painted by the Indians in different ri 
colors, bearing images of calumets, birds and animals. Deer skins ) 
may serve as table covers and buffalo hides as bed covers. 

The French establishment in Arkansas would be very impor- 
tant if Mr. Law had retained his credit four or five years longer. 

His concession here was a prairie extending beyond sight, the entrance _ | 
to which, from my house, is twice the distance a gun will carry. , 
The Company of the Indies had conceded to Mr. Law sixteen square ¥ 
leagues which, I believe, amount to 100 leagues in circumference. 
His intention was to build a city here, to establish manufactures, 
to keep on hand a great number of vessels and troops and to found 
a duchy. He began his work a year before his fall. The goods he 
then sent to this country amounted to fifteen hundred thousand 
francs. Among other things there were superb equipment and arms | : ; 
for two hundred cavalrymen. He had also bought three hundred 
negroes. The Frenchmen engaged for this concession were men of all 
kinds of trades. The directors with one hundred men went up the t 
| river on five boats to come here and begin this establishment; they 
| were first to raise produce in order to be able to receive those whom 
they had left lower down on the river. The Chaplain died on the way 
and was interred on a batture of the Mississippi. Twelve thousand 
Germans were engaged for this concession. This was not doing 
badly for the first year; but Mr. Law fell into disgrace. Three of 
four thousand Germans among those who had already left their 
country, died at Lorient, and others on landing in the country, the © 
engagements of the others were contermanded; the Company of the 


Indies again took possession of the concession, and abandoned it 

shortly afterwards and everything fell into confusion. oo | 
About thirty Frenchmen remained here; the fine climate and good ‘ 

land kept them, for otherwise they received no succor. My arrival . 

gave them great pleasure for it led them to believe that the Company * | 


of the Indies had not the intention of abandoning this concession as 
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they had imagined, since it sent them a missionary. I cannot find 
words to express the joy with which these good people received me. I 
found them in dire need of all necessities. This great poverty, added 
to the excessive and extraordinary heat which prevails this year, 
has reduced them to the greatest misery. I relieved them as far as 
I could and the few remedies I brought proved useful. The time re- 
quired by the sick did not prevent my delivering an exhortation 
during mass and an instruction after vespers on Sundays and feast 
days. I had the consolation of seeing most of them approach the 
sacrements and the assurance that the others were ready to do the 
same. The conversion of even one sinner is a compensation for the 
greatest hardships, 

The fatigue I endured at sea, the still srester fatigue I went 
through on the Mississippi, the change of climate and of food and all 
the reast have not in the least impaired my health. I am the only © 
Frenchman who has escaped sickness since I am here; yet I excited © 
much sympathy on account of the paleness of my complexion when 
I left France. For the contrary reason they did not pity Father 
Souel who has been ill three times since he is in this country. 

Pray that I may retain my strength to consecrate it to the 
conversion of the Indians. Judging from a human point of view there 
is not much good to expect from them, at least in the beginning, but 
I trust in God and hope for the best through Him. | 
: I have the honor to remain, etc. 

Secured by the courtesy of the 
Ursuline Ladies of New Orleans. 
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_ LOUISIANA 


An Address Delivered Before the Louisiana Historical Society 
by Colonel H. J. de la Vergne, 
April 30,1919. 


To my heart the name of Louisiana is sacred. 

: The coasts of Louisiana were discovered by the Spaniards in 
the beginning of the XVI Century. Lucas Vasquez and Pamphile 
Nesunez were the first to land in that part of North America, Vasquez 
in 1520 and Nesunez eight years later. Their stay in the new world 
was very short and it is only in 1673 that French missionaries explored 
that wild region and discovered the Mississippi which they descended 
to the Arkansas river. They then returned to Canada from whence 
they had started and told of their discovery. 

The Governor of the colony of Canada, M. de la Salle, in 1679, 
left immediately and went down to the Gulf of Mexico and took 
possession of all that vast territory on both sides of the Majestic 
River in the name of France and gave it the name of Louisiana in 
honor of Louis XIV then King of France, and of Anne of Austria, 


his mother, which makes Louisianne. In 1699 a colony was founded | 


on the Bay of Mobile. It was then that the rumors spread in France 


that the lands of Louisiana were filled with mines of gold. The 
famous financier Law who had contributed a great deal to that rumor | 


had the most attractive description made of Louisiana and enticed 
a few settlers to establish themselves in that new country. The 
colony became the property of the West Indies Company and made 
little progress; the settlers were more ambitious to seek for gold, 
than to cultivate the land. In 1731 that company returned to Louis 
XV the privilege of exploitation which it had received from him. 
The commerce of Louisiana was declared free. Private corporations 
were formed and New Orleans, which had been founded i in 1718 and 


-_which ruin threatened, became prosperous. 


In 1748 great controversies arose between France and England 
about the Ohio river. England claimed that its shores belonged to 
Virginia, the French that it belonged to Louisiana. Both parties 
brought to bear their opinion the treaties of Utrecht and Aix-la- 
Chapelle. The first of those treaties conceded to England, Nova 
Scotia or Acadia with their ancien: boundaries. The second specified 
that everything should be reconstructed so as to be as before the 
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war. The English having knowledge that France, already in 
possession of Canada, had the intention of connecting with Louisiana 
by a highway did all they could to prevent the execution of the pro- 
ject. The trail of that route necessitated the construction from 
distance to distance of forts which were protections against the attack 
of the Indians and which were the consecration of the taking in pos- 
session of Louisiana. As soon as Fort Duquesne had been built in 
1754 England claimed in the name of the treaties the lands upon 
which was to be the route and constructed a fort. A French officer 
who had been sent to argue the matter was murdered. That incident 
was the signal for the struggle which began in 1754 and terminated in 
1763 by the treaty of Paris which cost France, Canada. In 1764 
France ceded by a secret treaty Louisiana to Spain. In 1766 Ulloa 
came with ninety soldiers to take possession of Louisiana in the name 
of Spain but failed as the population, which were French royalists, 
would not submit to another King than their own. In 1763 the 
people rose and Ulloa was forced to retire to Cuba. Charles Frederic 
d’Arensbourg the patriarch of the upper coast defied the Spanish 
Governor and sent Joseph Roy de Villeré with four hundred men to 
New Orleans. The Acadians under Noyan, the Choupitoulas under 
de Le’ry and the people of New Orleans, all assembled on the 
public square (Jackson Square) on October 29, 1768 to support the 
demand of Lafrénieré to give Ulloa three days’ time to leave Louisiana. 

On the 24 of July, 1769 the news reached New Orleans that the 
Spanish General O’Reilly had arrived with large forces to take 
possession of Louisiana. 

Six leaders of the revolution were arrested and condemned to 
death. Among them were Villeré, Lafrénieré, Marquis and Noyan. 
_ d’Arensbourg was to have been included but was saved, O’Reilly 

being indebted by gratitude to one of d’Arensbourg’s family. Villeré 
was confined on a Spanish ship lying in the Mississippi and .when 
his wife who was a Miss de la Chaise went out in a small boat to 
visit him his blood stained shirt was thrown to her over the vessel’s 
side. The soldiers in the ship had assassinated him. King Louis 
the XVI of France, as some compensation for Villeré’s cruel martyr- 
dom, ordered that his son Jasques Phillipe Villeré should be educated 
at his expense. He was Major General at the battle of New Orleans, 
1815, and the second American Governor of the State of Louisiana, 
1816-20. | 

Louisiana remained under Spanish domination several years. 
In 1802 by the treaty Saint Idelphonso Spain returned Louisiana to 
France which sold it to the United States for 80 million francs in 
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1803. Since its union to our mighty republic it never ceased to pros- 
per. Out of the vast territory of Louisiana, 13 states took birth. 

Today the State of Louisiana is a star which, with others, 1 is dazzling 
the peoples of the world. 
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BIENVILLE 


By Mrs. S. B. Elder 


Out from the silence of two hundred years, 
Out from the sad oblivion of the past, 
The honored name of Bienville now appears, 
Crowned with our love and loyalty at last. 
Today, New Orleans, in her gala dress, 
Makes fond amends for strange forgetfulness! 


Behold the statues in our city fair, 
Upraised to men of brilliant deed and fame. 
But ts our noble Bienville honored there, 
Founder, and Father, Guardian, of her name? 
Ah, no! But soon the sculptor’s magic hand 
Shall bring his presence here, at Love’s command. 


That martial mien, that hand on sword, at rest. 
That earnest face which knew no guile, nor fear, 

Will teach our gallant youth, earth's truest best, — 
Win but too oft, neglect and stlence herel 

But time holds safe all records of the past, 

And brings her heroes into view, at last! 


At English Turn, he spoke undaunted truth 
Had France not found the mighty river lost? 
Did he not understand, Brave Soldier Youth? 
It must be held unmindful of the cost? 
Without his comments wise, his courteous word, 
Our land would now be held by Britain’s Lord! 


The outlines of our city’s walls he planned, 
With judgment fine, with foresight true and rare, 
Marked with his sword where Holy Church should stand, 
And builded Forts to guard it peaceful there. _ | 
The silent Choctaws gathered round its stie, 
And learned to know the God of Love and Light. 


Later arose upon the spot where Bienville knelt, 
A grand historic Church—late tottering to decay— 
Its fall would sadden every heart, we felt, : 
‘en cast a gloom upon our joys today. 
A generous friend who hides his name and deeds, 
Arose at once with help, for all our needs! 


We wish to thank him for his princely gift, 
To crown his bounty with unending fame, 
The stately edifice his hands uplift, 
Will, soon or late, immortalize his name. 
Upon its altars, at the hour of prayer, 
ts Knightly soul will have remembrance there. 
The light of learning now so broadly cast 
_ Shone first for women here, ’neath Bienville’s hand. 
Sit. Ursula’s veiled daughters crown his past! __ 
*‘A Woman’s College’’ first in all this land— 
Stands here today, unchallenged in its fame, 
And links its glory to our Bienville’s name! 
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With Indian treachery and white men’s greed, 
The sword of Bienville seldom left his ee 
He foiled them ali by ready wit or deed, 
hus thwarting every secret, base a. 
But France reserved a blow for his true heart 
‘Gainst which his sword, his brain, could take no pari. 


She gave to Spain ali he had won for France! 
Her peerless sons, all saddened and surprised, 
Rose up like mad men from a sudden trance, | 
And dared proud Spain to take the land they prized. 
They were the first to claim, in Freedom’s cause, 
The right to live beneath their country’s laws. 


They failed—but glory holds each name apart, 
Vanguard of patriotism’s grand array! 
Their gory graves, and Bienville’s broken heart, 
' Are gifts on shrine of Liberty we lay. 
Precursors they, by near ten golden years,— 
Ere Freedom’s voice aroused New England's fears! 


Our Land, once half of all this Union vast,— 

Was tossed by Kings as though a bali at play. 
Spain held it long within her mighty grasp, 

Then tossed it back one fateful sunny day. 
Awhile tt resied in the arms of France, : 
And dreamed once more—of Bienville and romance! 


He did not know his Province would be sold 

To those whose glory France had helped to win. 
It would have been an agony untold,— 

The last sad drop his bitier cup within! 
Ah! Now he knows that act was boon sublime, 
Crowning his land with Freedom—for all time. 


Our State is crowned by double royal name— _ 
Louts the Great, and his proud mother Ann; 
But learning, virtue, generous deeds, we claim, 
Are nobler far than royalty in man. 
We thank fair France for Bienville’s birth and story, 
But Louistana’s heart enthrones his glory! 


Today, our State, a Queen in Freedom’s couri! 
Reviews the record of two hundred years— _ 
Sees there no words, nor deeds, that can be brought 

To shame her children, or to cause them tears,— 
While New Orleans on highest walls of Fame 
Among her noblest, writes—our Bienville’s name! ! 
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LETTERS OF NATHANIEL COX 
TO GABRIEL LEWIS 


Lexington, Dec. 20th 1802. 
Dear Sir: 

I enclose you Mr. Henry Massie’s Bond for $861//12—which is entitled to a credit 
of $400 as indorsed on the bond. You will also herewith receive— a post note of 
$50 which I recd of Mr. Massie the 15th of June last, the note you will see is a Counter- 
feit—Mr. Massie will-no doubt recollect his having made me a payment of 105 $ 50 
cents, the time above stated, I also recd from Nath. Reivez at the same time $675— 
(viz in Silver 605 84 cents Bank notes 40 Gold 29//16— Mr. Massie’s Payment was 
Silver 25-50 Notes 80— I thems, the note was not had 
from Reivez. 

endeavour to collect the bond and recieve the amt of note from Mr. Massie for me, I 
shall be very much in want of money the first of March, next & if I am disappointed 
in receiving the am’t H. Massie’s Bond I shall be obliged to sacrifice something to 
raise money. I hope it will be perfectly in Mr. Massie’s power to pay the amt but if 
it is not I would by no manner of means wish him to make any sacrifice to raise money 
as I am well convinced he will comply as soon as he can with my wishes. 

I am Dr. Sir Yr friend & Servant 


GABL. LEWIS 
Should you see Massie and he pays you any part of the money Yr receipt will be 
binding on me, G. LEWIS 
Nath. Cox esq. 
Nashville T 19th Octo 1806. 
Dear Gabriel, 


I have wrote to such persons as business required without dificulty, but how 
different are my feelings and thoughts when adressing you—I would gladly mention 
my real feelings but language fails—Suffice it to say that the few sincere friends I 
have left in Kentucky has given a gloom and malancholy pensiveness to the road 
here which I expect to continue until my arrival at New Orleans, what the gay scenes 
of that place will do is yet to be determined, but one stubborn truth is that without a 
few of the inhabitants of Kenty Orleans must be a Desart to my mind.— 

How glad should I niw be to see Mrs. Postlethwait and think in the state of mind , 
I am now in could bid her adieu which I could not do on the evening we parted with- 
out showing a childish weakness—a thing I could not bear in the presence of the then 
spectators—do my dear fellow say what your immaganation may sagest for me and 
be asured it cant go too far when relating to my lasting regard and wishes for herself 
& family. 

A scene not a little affecting happened to me also at Bairdstown; Miss H of 
Ballitt happened there on a Visit to her brothers sick child—how feeling how angelic 
did she appear when her whole soul was engrossed by that sympathising henevolence 
of which nature has certainly given her a liberal share. I spent about one hour with 
her alone—it was an hour of pleasing malancholy which I would not exchange for a 
month of that Sang froid happiness (or so termed by the swinish multitude) con- 
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Of ot. business 28 well 22 the 


uncertainty of my pursuits and success at Natches or New Orleans forbade me (in 
honor) to mention my most anxious wishes to this dear Girl—Should what I expect 
happen on my arrival at Orleans, this Girl alone will be an inducement for me once 
again to return to Kentucky—and should my expectations, not be fullfilled I shall, 
assuredly return by way of Virginia—so that be the consequence what it may you 
will see in Kentucky erelong Of every interesting movement I shall write you and 
not expect your coming to Orleans as you mentioned—How gladly should I have 
caught at the observation had I thought you were speaking sincerely for with the 
small capital we could both raise a snug business might be done at New Orleans— 
and how much more congenial would such a partner be than Doct. Brown a man 
entirely ignorant of accounts as well the common mercantile transaction—In short 


a man only versed in books calculated to spend hours time and money in unprofitable 


discoveries (to wit, heating a town with steam, bleeching hems actera at cetera— 
Dear friend I have a heavy demand on John Lightfoot—the debt now stande 
on a replevin Bond which will expire some time in Decemb at which time my brother 
will issue Executions—it hangs heavy on my mind, would you not ride over with my 
brother on the day of sale & see that every thing is conducted properly—Mr. Akin 


‘nas promised to let my brother know when the sale is to take place. 


The horse that was lame’ when I left Lexington still continues so, that together 
with the rain now falling prevents my saying precisely when I shall leave this but my 


most anxious wish says tomorrow—no company as yet—nor do I think I would ino | 


one ; hour for any 
Yours adieu 


NATH. COX. 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis 
Elmwood 
near 
Lexington 
Kentucky. 


New Orleans 23d Nuvem. 1806 


Mr Gabriel Lewis 


My dear sir, 
I have almost run out of matter to write my friends in Kentucky, not hav- 


ing seen one line from that quarter since I left it—there is now three Ky. mails due 
at this office and from the sample I saw of the post riders thro’ the wilderness th nk 


- it not unlikely three raore may be duc hefore we pet one—evry rider was drunk 


and behind his engagement: swearing to tne most shamefu. falsenoods ahout tne 
waters My short stay at Natches & tne .:ttle business I nad to transack there, to- 
gether with t_.e dinner parties which I partook of so sompleatly filied up my time that 
I could not write you—but for that I fear you never will have any just cause of com- 
plaint—for I expect to keep you about 3 fold in my debt as to letters. 

My dear Gabriel what a country have I seen since reaching the Mississippi 
Territory—that ever a man who like you have seen this country would pay 25 Dollars 
p acre for land in the neibourhood of Lexington for the purpose of cultivating the soil 
is to me astonishing— The culture of Cotton this year will be worth from 200 to 250 
Dollars p hand, as I am informed, but this is not near equal to the cultivation of the 
sugar cane—a Gentleman in the neibourhood of Mr. J. Brown plantation who works 
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28 hands expects to to clear from 10 to 12000 Dollars independent of the Molasses 
which he calculates on to cloath & feed his negroes— it is ttue they are not very 
well clad & probably not much better fed,—but a man might do both well and clear 
a hansome profit—Sugar (they tell me) is a crop that never fails—and as long as 
tea & coffee is used must be an article of importance as merchandize—the markets, 
cant be glutted with it. Do for God’s sake sell your land in the neibourhood of Lex- 
ington and if prejudiced against this country move to Weedoms lick where your 
negroes thay support themselves, but if you could reconsile it to yourself to bring 
your negroes to the Mississippi Territory they would certainly make you a hansom 
fortune in ten years by the cultivation of Cotton— for a sugar planter your hands 
would not do—it requires a considerable capital to commence. 

You know the object I have in view in this country I have fixed on nothing yet 
—nor shall I have the pleasure of telling you what I am to do, for two or three weeks _ 
yet. Doct. Brown has commenced the practice of Physic and must no doubt make 
some sacrefice in quitting it.—this makes the matter somewhat delicate to broach— 
consequently I shall remain silent until I make some progress in the knowledge of 
the business of the Country—on the politeness of John Clay & Mr Hiller I expect 
much from what I have have already experienced— On seeing Natches I had almost 
determined to settle at that place in the commission business unless I could be pleased 
with a partner whose name would benefit me here—this reflection I dont much 
admire, supposing that only the Kentucky business would fall into my hands—and 
in all probability but a small proportion of that which would not justify the expense 
of House rent, etc So that if I do not found a pleasing connextion at this place shall 
certainly be in Kenty again some time next summer— 


I am Dear Sir 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis Yr sincerely 
Lexington NATH. COX. 
Kentucky. 
| New Orleans 16th Dec. 1806 
My dear friend. 


I have wrote you, first from Nashville of the 19th Octo from this plan of the 
23d Novem: & 11th Decr all of which are on the debit side of your corresponding 
acct—and am now increasing the debt,—I fear you dont enjoy reading my nomencial 
scrawls as much as I do in writing otherwise I should expect an acknowledgment 
thereof. 

- —Well here I am in the most awkward situation I ever experienced—supposed 
to be an emissary of that traitor Burr, and consequently every movement I make is 
marked with the nicesed scrutiny— Oh, that ever I should for a moment be suspected 
of conspiring against my native country is too much—but I must bear up and time 
may satisfy the suspicious minds— On being apprised of the suspicions I was struck 
with horror and amazement and could not help thinking of a poetical passage some- 
where which says: | 

| When darkness wraps 

Her cloudy curtain round the world, and fear 

knocks at the heart of man—— 

dreaded (however innocent I was) that some persons would believe the report and 
add a stain to my reputation, which I hold more dear than life— Several persons are 
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taken up on suspicion & I yet have not been molested, and hope the Governor is 
satisfied of my innocence. 

Here let me state how the Idea of my being connected with Burr got afloat— 
_ first being recently from Kentucky where where he is raising an Army—and secondly 

having received a large packett from Hart & Bartlet by the last mail—the former 
_ being enough for suspicion and the latter afording proof of guilt. . 
| After finding the respectable source from which it came I waited on Governor 

Claiborne with this packet and exhibited its contents all of which are on private 
business—he at once declared himself perfectly satified & I felt much relieved there- 
by, but yet see winking and blinking about that sufficiently convinces me the whole of 
those who have heard the report are not so well asured of my innocence. I cant 
think of leaving the place at this time tho a thing I much want to do as I had some 
prospect of commencing business at Natches in January or February, but which 
are for the moment blasted by this disagreeable business—You are no friend to Burr 
and can judge the opponion I must now have of him, after riding 10 or 1100 miles to 
embark in a lawful and (I hope) profitable business to be compleatly housed by this 
man— 
The business I had concluded on was a small Grocery store at Natchez together 
with what commission business might fall into my hands; I expected to begin making 
something and you will no doubt say it is time— Thirty one years old and have 
theretofore done nothing but to make two ends meet at the close of-each year for 
9 past— 
| As things now stand It is more than probable I shall not commence any business 

next year, but go round to Virginia early in the spring and settle some little matters 
there—sell that unprofitable piece of land and return to this country next fall. Could 
you not be prepared to make the tower here with me me, you would surely do better 
than spending your time & money in Kentucky, for I am convinced you are not 
enjoying that place to your satisfaction, particularly if Mr. Postlethwaite has left 
you alone—I know you are moping away your days & wishing it night when morn- 
-ing—and morning when night as I am I shall continue to do now as long as I stay in 
this place—I dont enjoy company—I stroll to the play sometimes & to the Quarter- 
oon Dance and every Sunday night to the Bublic Ball Room—stay about an hour, 
return home and resort to bed to lay and think of Kentucky and my friends, when 
the infernal traitor dont intrude on my mind. : 

I hope your brother Narner will not set out for this Country until this party of 
desperate adventurers are taken and gullitined or he may be also suspected of being 
one of them— Should that be the case he would put himself into fiddlestrings. 

When your time and mind will permit be asured I should be much gratified at 


hearing from you— 
Present my respects to Mr. Postlethwaite 


Mr. Gabriel Lewis Your friend 
| NATH. COX. 
Kentucky. 
Natches 2d February 1807 
Gabriel Lewis Esquire 
Dear Sir, 


I had heard of Mr. Bartlet’s intention of coming to this country sometime since . 
and on my arrival here had the great satisfaction of meeting with him two days ago. 
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I need not mention that my pleasure would have been much grater had he been 
the bearer of a-letter from you—this my dear sir you must be well apprised off— 
and how does it happen you did not gratify me— I who am here entirely among strang- 
ers and feel such a partiallity for the people in your quarter, and read all news concern- 
ing them with the greatest adidity— If I Know myself I think were our situation 
changed I would occasionally give you such occurrences as might be deemed amusing 
or interesting. 

Nothing meterial has ane myself since I wrote you last, and of course 
I have nothing to say worth writing except that Vanpradelles has sometime since 
moved into New Orleans and I occasionally see your particular friend Miss Owings— 
there situation is I presume not very e<..0us, I never see any of the family at the 
Bales. a place Miss O. formerly was very fond off/I therefore therefore conclude they 
are rather in the background. 

I have never been able to meet with your friend Lt Griffith but understand he 
bears the same good character as when in Ky. and is doing tolerably well. 

My particular friend John Nancarrow is doing extremely well of which be as- 
sured I am not a little pleased at we met in New Orleans on my Ist arrival—and I 
communicated to him all the plans in contemplation, by his friendly advice I have 
recd instruction and experience. 

‘The perticular: of which T gave yous Aint ney lect O. is not 
finally settled, I therefore shall not for a short time draw on you; but at present I 
know nothing that will prevent it, and you may expect a draft on you for 4 or 500 
Dollars, in two or three weeks after this— be not alarmed at it, for I presume the 
draft will fall into the hands of a friend of us both— and further I hope to send on 
some funds myself and trust ere this my brother has also some funds and among 
us the money can surely be raised. Say something clever to Mr. Postlethwaite for 
me— and present my respects to those and those only who think it worth while to 
enquire after me 3 
| Adieu 

My friend 
NATH. COX. 


New Orleans 13th. Feby 1807 
Dear Gabriel, 

The mail which conveys you this will will produce Mr. Hart my draft for six 
hundred Dollars, but if Bank stock will sell, you will not have to pay any part as I 
have wrote my brother to hand over to Mr. Hart the evidence of six shares which I 
hold in that Co. for sale and to pay the draft out of the proceeds— And if you are in 
my debt I shall keep it back next for subsequent, immetgency which I fear 
will be too soon for your perfect convenience. _ 

. A Grand Jury at Washington in the Mississippi Territory could find no proof 
against Burr— and it was contemplated to arrest him by the military but we may 
conclude he got wind of their intention and has made his escape the Governor has 
offered a reward’ of 2000 Dollars for apprehending him. I am much gratified at his 
absence on any terms as it will suffer business to assume its its former brilliancy— 
this place has suffered much by the conspiracy business of all kinds was dull—no — 
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persons could or would pay their debts except what was in Band—and even the 
Banks run rusty would not discount or accomodate in anyway. 
Give & Mrs. Postlethwaite 


Yours 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis, NATH. COX. 
Kentucky. 
New Orleans 27th Feby, 1807. 
Dear Sir, 


I have time to say everything goes on to my most sanguine wish and expecta- 
tions here as to business etc etc— We shall I hope in two months be making rope to 
hang the the rascally Spanioirds of this place, which I think is at present the most 
' meterial use of a walk for since the conspiracy has been afloat business of all kinds are 

dull except what is afforded by the Military— The arrests are at an end for two or 
three weeks past and the courts are trying the conspirators; but Burr like they have 
so managed the business that no proofs can be obtained of their guilt. — 

This stubborn silence you have uniformly observed towards me since I left Ky. 
has astonished me much—the cause I cannot device, but heretofore have attributed 
attributed it to your dislike to writting letters I waved of course all etiquette, as you 
see and have continued to write you from time to time, but from the date of this, 
our correspondence ceases until I hear from you | 

As this is to be in all probability the last letter you will soon get from me I ought 
to say many civil things, but the little time I have to spare before the hour of closing 
the mail wont allow it. 

As usual you will present my respect to Mr. Postlethwaite and say I will surely 
see her in 12 or 18 months—to which you will know the cause— 


Adieu 
| Yr obe St 
Mr Gabriel Lewis — | NATH. COX. 
Lexington , 
Kentucky. 
New Orleans 15 June 1807 
My dear Gabriel, 


You have at last broke the ice, and it is to be hoped we shall now have a warm 
and friendly correspondence & not that frigidness any more; I was convinced you 
always read my letters with the same pleasure I read yours—but why will you be so 
selfish wont you allow your friend any pleasure at all or have you so altered since I 
left Kentucky as to feel for yourself alone— No this is not nor never can be your wish 
I know your generous heart too well to suspect such a thing for a moment; It is shear 
laziness in you and which I had in contemplation to make you shakeoff when I wrote 
the letter you complain of. If malling nails has become your entire calling you “ 
excused, but I fear that even is followed, with but little diligence. 

My dear fellow sell out all your Kentucky property and become an inhabitant 
of with the Mississippi territory or his Catholic Majesty— If the latter on Bayou 
Sarah or Thompson’s Creek— The Creek puts me in mind of your old friend L. Grif- 
fith, it has so happened that when I passed that way I could not see him—he lives 
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10 or 12 miles from the road, but have sent messages with your compliments without 
any reply. I understand he is doing tolerably well—he has a good house to back him. 
I give you joy sincerely on the return of Mrs. Postlethwaite & the family to 
Elm Wood—you cant conceive how dear that family is to me—my time is compleatly 
occupied from gray day light until 9 oclock at night—two hours in the middle of the 
day excepted—this two hours when not much fatigued is devoted to my Kentucky 
friends and here let me observe the first thought flies like lightning to Elm Wood, 
where I have spent so many happy hours in the little family circle—Excuse me it 
sometimes calls at Bullett on its passage. 3 
We are doing at least as well as our most sanguine hope could wish both in the 
commission business and at the Rope Wald,—Our commission, for the present season 
will nect us from three or to four thousand dollars it being the first outset and late in 
the season before we were established you must with me conclude this to be a toler- 
able beginning—Many reasons induce us to expect a greater business next year, 
and of course more sack to the mill— As to the Rope Walk I fear not but a sum not 
less than five thousand Dollars and upwards p annum may be easily made if we 
should be fortunate in getting and keeping good hands; this will be a primery object 
and every attention will certainly be paid to it. 
- Mr. Robert C. Nicholas has been in this plan, but staid only so short a time that 
I hardly got a sight of him—Yet I must do him the Justice to say he paid me a friendly 
visit which was in the same friendly way returned by me at his lodgings— and in a 
day or two he left us— Several of the Kentuckyans have been here and gone— Such 
only as recollection went with them— You will recollect Mr. Nicholas i is not of that 
class—him I call & value as a friend. 

Your letter seems labouring with some misteriousness which pussels me very 
much, what can it mean, do my dear fellow onbur then Yourself to a friend who is 
always ready and willing to share in you sorrows or misfortunes— It must be something 
I ought to know—and let the consequences be what they will an aiding hand shall 
be held out for the support of a friend—-Can money within my cumpas be of any 
advantage in your pecuniary affairs it shall be raised—therefore if that is all from 
which the melancholy arrises appearant in your letter let it be immidiately dispersed & 
let your friend know the amount necessary for your relief. 

I gave you a power of Attorney in my first letter to say anything you pleased 
to Mr. Postlethwaite for me and altho I discontinued writing you did not legally 
revoke the letter of attorney, but consider it in full, force and virtue in Law ratifying — 
and confirming all my said Attorney shall lawfully do in the premises &c &c &c 

What has become of Tri-all—I expect to be in ) 
Kentucky some day or other & should like to see him ) NATH. COX. 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis 
Elmwood near 


Kentucky. 


West Florida July 1907 


- Notwithstanding all my prudence temperana the city of Orleans has alarmed 
me and drove me into his Catholic Majesties’ dominion in search of health, once 
so little valued, but valued now equally high in proportion—I never knew the value 


Dear Gabriel, 
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of health because I did not know any thing but health—but since the present attack 
begin to experience its real worth—I left tne City on the 18th Instant on board a 
small uncomfortable schooner, which neither had a cabin or birth, and must confess 
it was for a sick person the most rash undertaking I ever was guilty off—but with 
little suffering reach this place on the 20th Here I have every thing to hope from the 
pure air and delightful water have no doubt but a few weeks will effect my cure 
compleatly— when I shall return to the City with fear and trembling— for you know 
a burnt child dreads the fire— If I know myself the fear is not on account of dying; 
for since the present attack I have wished seriously a hundred times for death in pre- 
ference to the situation I was in— It is for fear of the excruciating pain of a malady 
which appears irremovable by medical aid. 

I have my dear fellow strenuously advised your coming to this country, but 
not with a view of drawing you into my present situation— In short there are many 
parts of the Mississippi Country which must be healthy, if any reliance can be placed 
on appearances— It lies high, not too level nor too hilly & has the advantage of fine 
spring water— In such a place I should wish you to settle should you ever be disposed 
to visit the country— there are many valuable neibourhoods in the Baton Rouge 
district but from the uncertainty of the Spanish Government I should dislike risking 
property under them yet— We shall certainly some day not yet for hence possess 
this small slip of country country or loss the whole extent we now possess— the former 
I hope will be the case, on such an event the country would soon become the grand 
emporium of Western Wealth— such profits cannot be made from the Capitol emploid 
in any other part of America I am acquainted with— You have the neot profits of the _ 
farmers crops in some of my letters last winter to which I will refer you— dont think 
them mere speculative Ideas, they are drawn from absolute experience—some where 
I am personally acquainted with the planter— the number of hands he works and 
the quantity of cotton sent to market from which an accurate calculation is easily 

made — However anxious I may feel to see you settled in this country I am done 
on the subject forever. 

Kyser had disposed of all his horses (5 or 6 excepted) when I left the City, at 
what might be t«ermed— saving prices and as much— the trip has so much byiased 
him infavour of Orleans as to induce his return in twelve or eighteen months to set- 
tle— And as he says for sale Kenty and all ite follies. 

Porter Clay sailed for New York, somewhat indisposed about 3 weeks gone 
past under the impression that he will have his family in this country during the 
fall— he is much pleased with the Bayou Sarah settlement— & if Land can be pro- 
cured on moderate terms will I presume settle there a place of all others best cal- 
culated for raising cotton the neibourhood of Natchitoches excepted. 

I have not yet seen Mr. Dangerfield, nor do I know where he means to settle, 
I hope not in the Spanish Dominion unless he has left all his passions &c in Ken- 
tucky, for the least provocaticn would be the means of sacrificing all his property 
under that despotic government— I know the object of George Russell in visiting 
this country—it may be from a letter of mine to him some months past past in which 
I wished much for him in Orleans at that moment we were considerable hurried 
with business & much pestered from want of a knowledge of the French language— 
Should this be the cause we must retain him at all events until the next season when 
he will be equally advantageous with the last. 

I have just heard of the grand Jury finding true bills against Burr & Blenerhassett © 
for treason— God send the courts of Justice may for once do Justice in Virginia & 
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hang them both at one end of a Rope & Wilkinson at the other & let the world see 
the fun. 
Adieu 
in haste 
2 NATH. COX: 


New Orleans 17th Sept. 1807. 
Gabriel, 

I have allowed you a longer time than was necessary for you 
without saying one word respecting your neglect— I fear you suppose me lost to you 
and all my former acquaintances because I am settled among the French —a people 
you have a disregard for— Cant a person live among those people without partaking 
of their custom and manners—yes here particularly. You may go to our English 
Coffee house at any or all times in the day & see five Americans or English to one 
Frenchman or Spaniard—this is the only place except the ball rooms. Where a mix- 
ture at all happens — And even at the ball room the Americans only become specta- 
tory as much to to see the French boys & girls dance as you would visit a theatre 
to see the actors perform few verry few of the Americans partake of the French 
Cotilions—Fear not for my principles or any change of manner as it cant be effected 
unless 1 particularly wish it and voluntarily assume it. After a tour of nearly six 
weeks thro’ West Florida and the Mississippi Territory return here in extream good 
Brown verry soon cured. 

On my return found our mutual friend Danserfield in a very critical & Malignent 
fever; he recovered sufficient strength about 2 weeke since to set out for Natches 
where all his negroes were; with a view of taking them to the neibourhood of Point 
Copee—here he expects to purchase a farm & appears as I wished a different man than 
while in Kentucky— he is determined to settle a farm and pay particular attention 
in person to it— if he does so he cant fail soon to better his fortune—it is the opinion 
of George as well as myself tho he has seen his errors and means in future to correct 
them— I found George also laid up, but his was a very slight attack and has some time 
since recovered— We expect him in New Orleans shortly to live with us— Such a 
man without his former Idleness will be of infinite service I am at an end of all the 
news intended for this letter but have a side blank yet consequently as I have become 
a great economist I must fill it up with some stuff or other— What shall it be—why 
if I live until next July or August fully intend to go round by sea to some of the At- 
lantic Ports—thro’ Virginia and so on to Kentucky— in both of those states I have 
many near and dear friends— If they have not changed I may count on spending 
some verry pleasant days amont them— It really raises my spirits at the thought 
of such a tour: 

I saw Mrs. Blennerhasset at Natches— he tried some liveliness. and on first 
_ sight asked me if I thot they would hang her husband at Richmond—this volatic 
speech could not do her smiles were soon changed and and tears followed— poor 
unfortunate Woman I respect her & feel sencibly for her present situation— for her 
sake I hope her husband may be innocent— dont forget my power of Atty. . Meapenee 
Mrs. Postlethwaite 


NATH. COX. 
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| | New Orleans 7 March 1808 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis a 
Dear Sir 

I have this day drawn on you as mentioned in my last for four hundred 

& fifty dollars,—with orders for my brother to take it up at maturity if not perfectly 
convenient for you to do so— In my last I promised to advise you of the appropria- 
tion made with the proceeds of this draft; but am now so compleatly ashamed of it 
myself that I wish the folly to be confined to the smallest possible compass— When 
I see you in Kentucky if I find you the same man I may be induced. to communicate 
that with many other of my follys 


‘ Adieu 
my dear sir | 
NATH. COX. 
Gabriel Lewis Esq : 
Lexington 
Kentucky 
New Orleans 2d May 1808 
Mr Gabriel Lewis 
Dear Sir : 


I have received from you a letter since your marriage— and from circum- 
stance have great hopes your friends who are doomed by fate to remain at—a distance 
from you will be fenefitted by the change— I need not repeat to you the great pleasure 
it would give me to carry on a correspondence with you— you are well aware of my 
wishes on that subject— all my appeals to your feelings could not move you; but I 
find some prospects of a change from a sample above aluded too. 

Since you have ammerged into the matrimonial state and informed of it yourself, 
you no doubt will ollk for something on that subject— and must remain disappointed— 
I have nothing orriginal to say & this bowrowing is extreamly unpleasant tnese hard 
times when few men have any thing to spare— All I can add is that you have the most 
sincere & cordial wishes of one who classes himself your friend for the completion 
of all your wishes in the married State— that your sentiments and Mr. Lewis’s may 
be in all important points congenial and as much happiness attend you thro life as 
falls to the lot of man in this transitory world. 

I wrote you twice lately, but the subject principally confined to advice relative 
to a bill of exchange drawn on you in favour of Arch. Logan— At that time my oppin- 
ion was that I should leave New Orleans about this time for the Atlantic States—. a 
small chance in affairs of a local nature will I believe prevent it for a few weeks or 
months— which must be determined by advices from Kentucky in a Mail or two— 
Whenever such arrangements can with convenience be put into execution I shall 
calculate largely largely on the pleasure I may receive with you; for were even Mee- 
dows lick (with the horrors you have annexed to its situation) shall not hide you and 
your amiable spouse from me. 

- The long and short of the story is that I shall wish to Marry Nancy Harrison 
when I come to Kentucky provided she has no objection—for on that score she is not 
yet agreed but this infernal Embargo has so effectually stoped our Commertial career 
that the prospects once so flattering have become extreamly gloomy— and the pro- 
fits arrising from the business we are now doing will not justify such a step— I must 
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be patient and hope for a change in Ploitical measures before I can anticipate the 
es of a state in which you appear to be wallowing in, with so much enjoyment.— 
Iam 
Dear sir 
With every possible respect 
You will be pleased ye friend 
to present me with | 3 | NATH. COX, 
warmth to Mr. Lewis & Mrs. Postlethwaite. 
Lexington forwarded 25 
17 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis — 
Henderson 42 
Wheedon’s Lick 
Your another 
Kentucky 


Balize 14 June 1808 
My dear sir 
Just arrived here on my intended tour thro the Atlantic States & from thence to 
Kentucky where I shall see you I hope— As my settlement with Daniel Grinnan 
will me to remain in Frederickburt at least one month could you not favour 
me with a line saying you were well & I hope you in that case would not forget Mr. 
Lewis— on her I formerly looked as a friend but the tie is now I hope on her part 
as well as mine stronger since the union. You cannot but be assured of my solicitude 
for her. 
* As I have many letters to write accept this short scrawl until I touch at New 
York. 
3 Yr friend 
NATH. COX. 


Mr Gabriel Lewis | 
Henderson 


Kentucky 
care of | 


Capt. Postlethwaite 
New Orleans 5 May 1809 
Mr Gabriel Lewis, 
Dear Sir, 
I wrote you some few months gone passed, addressed to the care of Mayr 

. Bibb of Russellville, since when I have received no intelligence from you on any 
score— And as you are shielded under the protection of one of the most amiable 
women of my acquaintance, I cannot abuse you in the stile most suitable to my 
disposition. 

I cannot let the favourable opportunity of Mr. Richard Bibb Junr presence 
pass without saying a word to you, although this is entirely from selfish motives 
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entirely— I need not again repeat to you how desirable it would be to me in effecting 
a close of the accounts standing open between Mr. Daniel Grinnan and myself. I 
touched upon this subject, in my last respects to you and which I know you will 
attend too when a convenient oppertunity offers— The plan for all our future arrange- 
ments are laid by Doct. John Towles (the administrator of our late friend Dainger- 


field) and myself— the Doct. was compelled by a Law of the Territory to sell all the © 


property and has done so, he is now holding up the proceeds for the presenting of your 
claim which he has some time since been apprised of and will not pay over the monies 


belonging to the Estate until your claim is presented if that is within the limits of the 


Law, to wit in twelve months from Daingerfield’s decease, after that time he is 
obliged to make a settlement with the parish Judge and pay over the balance if any 
to him or the Lawful heirs, and should the heirs not come forward & the money 
go into the Judges hands we may whistle for amount— he is one of the Brigines of 
St. Domingo and has equally as much authority in his parish as a Spanish Command- 
ant altho now under the American Government— Be prompt once in your life & let 
me have it in my power to secure your claim present me to Mrs. Lewis 


| Yr truly 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis ; NATH. COX. 
Weedon’s Lick 
Kentucky 
forwarded by 
M. Bibb 


Mr. Gabriel Lewis, 
My dear sir, 
This day favours me with a letter from Doct. Towles in answer to one I 


wrote him on the subject of your claim against the Estate of our late friend Daingerfield 
—jn which he appears doubtful as to the propriety of coming under any kind for pledge 
for the payment having been advised officially of John Daingerfield holding a bond 
against the Estate for four thousand Dollars, which will more than cover the amount 
here. You will by the by be assured I shall loose no opportunity in endeavours to 
have your claim settled— at the same time would advise you to attack the negro 
woman & child in Kenty by which means you may save the Debt— for on Consultation 
with Council find some difficulty may arrise to securing you here— Mr. Hart has a 
mortgage on the negros in Ky. thro him you may have the Debt secured as the mort- 
gage is not yet annulled. 

When I last wrote you was rather unwell with a slight hover of this I am now 
compleatly relieved and candidly believe I now am in better health than I ever ex- 
perienced since my acquaintance with you— Good health is not all I am fatter than 


common—consequently you may suppose we have some good things to eat— Yes 


our market is famour for Vegetables, Beef good and mutton of a superior quality— 
in short Mr. Russell— Mr. Bartlet I. B. Humphreys & myself keep Batchelors hall 
& like like fiting cocks. 

From this scetch of our Country would you not like to live where you might make 
something— and not remain in that d——d place where you are daily sinking not 
only your interests but I greatly fear a part of your principal is ey going with- 
out your being able to account for it. 


New Orleans 15 Sept 1809 ° 
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In short my dear friend I shall either deposit my bones in this country or accumu- 
late a sufficiency to live on the Interest of my property— Should that sum ever be 
within my grasp It then will be an object to fix on a plan of perminent residence— 
and with an addition of one or two more, could they be obtained your neibourhood 
(whenever it might be) would have attractions sufficient to decide me in a choise at 
once— from this you will suppose I count sanguinly on the fortune as above— No 
Dr. Sir I do no such thing, but in all probility I might have done so— If there had 
been no failures in N. O. no frays with the \Cheseapeake— No Embargo—no non- 
intercourse— no Burr—no Wilkerson no Prevlamations— And in short if the usual 
commertial arrangements had been continued between the United States and Europe 
my calculations might in some measure been realized. | 

You will present me to Mrs.-Lewis (who I am really arixious to see) Mayr. Bibbs’ 
family and all those which you conceive my friends— Mr. Russell’s compliments to 


yourself & Lady 
NATH. COX. 


Mr. Gabriel Lewis 
of Major Bill 
Russellsville 
Kentucky 


: New Orleans 11 Novem. 1809 
Mr Gabriel Lewis. 

Dear Sir, 

My last was in August since when none of your favours have a received. 

The present serves to advise you that there will be great difficulty in the way 
of recovering the amount of your claim against the Estate of our old friend Dainger- 
field, his brother Maj. John Daingerfield having forwarded a Bond against the Estate 
for a much larger sum than the Whole will nett. 
| It is therefore my oppionion that you ought not to loose an hour in securing 

the negro woman left in Kentucky on which Mr. Thomas Hart has a 
mortgage but which will all be collected here in short it is now allready in our hands, 
in good paper which will be due shortly, and so safe that Mr. Hart will no doubt 
relinquish his claim in your favour—Let me insist on your attending strictly to this 
affair, seven or eight hundred dollars is too much to loose for want of a little applica- 
tion to business Just turn your thoughts to the manner in which you earned that 
money, in trudging through the cold, wet & muddy roads at all seasons and you will 
at once see the folly of abandoning it now. 

I still have some feint horpes for your Interest in this Country as Doct Towles 
loans greatly to our Interest in the affair, but I really do doubt wheather we shall be 
able to effect anything by hanging on, if we should you can easily relinquish the at- 
tachment in Kentucky after we have secured you here. 

My dear Gabriel I have after repeated that it would give me great pleasure to 
hear from you frequently, and now confirm it over again I have few intimate ac- 
quaintances in this place and fewer of those I call friends, consequently look to to all 
my old ones in Kentucky among which you rand first, and having so small a part 
of your correspondence that I am frequently at a stand whether in the letters I ad- 
dress to you I shall entirely confine myself to business or give you the feelings of 


a heart really attached to you for many years. 
As at this moment itis verry uncertain whether we ever have another personal 
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interview. we can only keep up the appearance of a former acquaintance by letter, 
and once a month at least you might devote to me me a hour or half hour-which would 
be sufficient to detail the little affairs relative to those who stand high in my Estima- 
tion and details about ordinary acquaintances is entirely uninteresting to 
Dear sir 

Please present me to Mrs. Lewis Yr sincere friend 
and Majr. Bibb’s family. | 7 NATH. COX. 
Mr. Gabriel Lewis 

care of Major B. Bibb. : 

Russellsville 
Kentucky. 


New Orleans 5 April 1817 
My dear sir, 

I have received with very great pleasure your two favours by Mr. Horrison 
and shall at more leisure give you a more particular answer to them at present I can 
only say that your authority to draw is truly acceptable, and I shall at some early 
period avail myself of it. 

I have experienced a seene of the most deplorable feelings since the 18 of Decem; 
last a day of chegrin & mortification never to be forgot but find that altho compelled 
to stop payment I have yet some friends left & am again engaged in commerce and 
with the unfortunate experience now before hope should I again be successful & make 
money I may have learned how to retain it.— 

Give my sincere respects to Mr. Bibb & yr children 

Y friend 
NATH. COX. 


Mr. Gabriel Lewis 
Merchant 
Russellsville 
Ky. 
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RECORDS OF THE SUPERIOR COUNCIL 
OF LOUISIANA 


Summons to Attend Hearing. April 7, 1725. Mr. LaFresniére, 
who lives at Chapitoulas, * ‘three leagues from this town,” 
is notified to appear in the suit pending against him at 
instance of Mr. Jacques de Mouster. 


Petition of Recovery. April 9, 1725. Undersigned Chartier De- 
Baulne sold a lot of household goods to the late Mr. 
Bordier, ‘‘of whom God has now disposed through the 
public calamity of the sinking of the Transport La- 
Bellone.’’ The sale’papers were also lost by that accident, 
but there are witnesses of the transaction, and let these 
be summoned, so that the account may stand approved 
for collection.- Mr. Bordier was heir to some property, 
now “open” by the decease of his father, a “saddler 
established in rue de la Monnoye, Paris, at the sign of the 
Grand Monarch.” 

Witnesses to be cited. 

Note—The historical account of this accident is as 
follows: “On receipt of a royal mandate recalling him 
to France (Feb., 1724) Bienville immediately made his 
preoere as to return ontheship which had brought his 
etter of recall; took leave of his friends, went to Mobile and 
thence to Dauphin Island to await the Bellone which was 
to convey him and Chateauguay to France. The ship 
appeared in the roadstead before the once busy harbor; 
but an accident, the upsetting of her barge on its way to 
land prevented embarcation which, as it was Holy 
Saturday was postponed until Easter Monday. At 
dawn of that day boats were sent ashore for Bienville 
and Chateauguay and their luggage. Hardly had the 
boats reached land when signals for help were heard from 
the Bellone: two cannon shots fired in quick succession 
followed after an interval by two others. The weather 
was delightful, not a wave, not a breath of wind; in the 
—_ of allthe ship sank slowly under the water, the crew 

jumping overboard with whatever 
pe seize for bouys. The planks had started in her keel. 
Bienville returned to New Orleans and waited some 
months for another vessel. 

Jean Baptiste Le Moyne Sieur de Bienville. 
GRACE KING. 


Petition of Remonstrance. April 10, 1725. Paul Balcour files his 


opposition to Councils ruling of default against him on 
April 5. He will “deduce his reasons’’ in the season. 
Plaintiff Morand summoned to appear on the morrow, 
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Confronting of Witnesses. Libel Suit. April 10, 1725. Three 
parties brought forward in suit against Lusurier. 
Some contradictions. 
Filed No. 98. 


Testimony Reviewed in Libel Suit. April 10, 1725. The three 
witnesses who were confronted with Lusurier adhere to 
their filed statements, (Names: Duchesne, Berard, Pre- 


vost.) 
Filed No. 99. 


Petition of Recovery. April 10, 1725. De Chavannes, Secretary of 
ei Council, tells an involved tale of his buying a negress 
3b from Captain DeGauvrit, nearly three years ago, whereas 
the vendor had no right to sell her, nor had he paid for 
her to the Company, whose property she was. Petitioner 

would not run risk of paying twice; let De G. be cited 

to produce his license to sell, or his ‘receipt for proceeds 

of a draft in the case which De C. will discharge (660 

francs). De G. has already bought a “‘cow and her in- 

crease’ with said draft. Meanwhile, the slave went mad, 

and subsequently ran off to the bush, never to come again. 


Action allowed. 
Decisions ong ea scrawled) In Sundry Civil Suits. April 
: ‘Captain Jastram vs. DeVerteuil. Out of court, costs 
divided. 


{wr vs. Sarozin. Claim allowed (242 francs.) 


Sale of bakery at forced auction to Bellogarde. 
Filed No. 97. 


2. DeMouster vs. LeFresniare. Plaintiff entitled to his 
hire. Costs on defendant. 

3. Michel Rossard vs. Paul Baret. Plaintiff sustained. 
Costs on P. B. 

4. Botson vs. Francois F. in default (Rest of sentence a 

blind slur.) 

5. 

6. 


Examination of Lusurier. April 11, 1725. Questions review vari- 


ous ingredients proper to scurrilous quips and silly 
_ bickering in circles a dicted to such pastime. 
Filed No. 100. 


Ecclesiastical Sentence Against Lusurier. April 11, 1725. In 
reputable ink at last R. P. Raphaels Promoter, Brother 

Hyacinthe DeVerDun, missionary Capuchin, utters 

_ judgment on Chaplain Lusurier, found guilty of rebellion 

to Episcopal Jurisdiction; item, of unbecoming conduct, 

including irreverence; item, of defective commission; 

item, of irregularity by contravening the interdict 

against him, and by leaving off his habit. Therefore he 
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shall observe the interdict in this Diocese and fast ten 
times, on successive Wednesdays and Fridays, withal 
reciting the Miserere at such times; and he shall stay 
under arrest on shipboard so long as he remains in the 


Diocese (of Quebec). 


Civil Sentence Against Lusurier. April 11, 1918. Attorney © 
General Fleuriau reviews the procedure against defendant 
and finds charge of libel borne out. Consequently L. 
shall be censured in Council, and make public apology 
in Council to Mr. De Verteuil and his wife and then be 
be detained eight days in the civil prison. 


Civil Sentence Against Lusurier. April 11, 1725. Abridged ab- 
stract of findings in preceding’ number. 
Filed No. 102. 


Arnoud Bonnaud vs. Paul Balcourt. April 11, 1725. Council 
aoe orders Balcourt to pay the given claim of 100 francs. 
Notice served. 


Summons of Witnesses. April 11, 1725. At the instance of Mr. 
Chartier de Baulne, Sheriff Vincent notifies two soldiers, 
Nicolas Onager and Jean Grimes, and also Marie Claude 
Banne, wife of one Horse, to appear and testify for plain- © 
tiff in regard to the late Bordier’s note for 400 francs, 
which plaintiff consigned to R. P. Beaubois, S. J., whose 
papers were lost in wreck of La Bellone. Item, a fourth 
witness is cited: Pierre de Lauvergne. | 


Decisions In Three Civil Suits. April 11, 1725. 
1. DeChavannes vs. De Gauvrit, Defendant shall pay 


660 francs due to Company’s cashier and then dis- 
charge plaintiff’s account. Costs divided. 
2. Arnaud Bonnaud vs. Paul Balcourt. Claim allowed, 
(100 francs.) 
3. Paul Balcourt vs. Morand. - Plaintiff nonsuited in his 
opposition. Costs on P. B. 
Filed No. 101. 


Testimony on Lost Draft. April 12, 1725. R. P. Nicolas de 
Beaubois, S. J., states that Mr. De Baulne asked him to 
carry a package of letters, said to include a draft of 400 
francs to be forwarded to Madame De Baulne, but 
then lost in the wreck of La Bellone in harbor of Isle 
of Dauphine, April 1. Three other witnesses attest that 
Bordier issued a draft of 400 francs in proposed payment 
of goods which he bought of De Baulne in September,’ 
17 34. Draft should have been payable in Paris, March 

1725. 
Filed No. 103. 
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Report on Fire at Ste. Catherine Grant. April 12,1725. Official 
inquiry described, and witnesses heard. Fire started froma 
certain cabin between long sheds, and was fanned by a © 
stiff southeast wind. One theory had it, Louis Serel shot — 
at a crow perched on a tree near the fatal cabin and pur- 
chance a spark caught in straw thatch. But L. S. had 
wadded his gun with “green Spanish beard,” not liable 
to ignite unless when very dry. Besides, other witnesses 
discovered cabin full of smoke before visible fire outside. 
Madame Doré, wife of this cabin’s tenant, started a 
kettle fire of chips the night before (and for want of se He 
evidence, this points to plausible cause.) Document of 
interest in several bearings. 


Decision In Suit of Claims. April 14, 1725. Pierre Picard alias 
Lafrance vs. Lano, voyageur. Defendant, having declared 
that he “‘guided one Morvan alias Labonté to Illinois, 
in disregard to contrary orders,’’ is sentenced to pay 
plaintiff 232 francs, as promised in said Labonte’s note, 
plus costs; although defendant is free to bring counter- 
claim against Labonté, if thus he choose. 

Filed No. 104. 


Petition of Recovery. April 16, 1725. bined Jean Metay alias 
Lariviere seeks to collect 16 francs payable to him by 
Madame LaCroix, on behalf of one Desloriers. Since 
let her be legally bound thereto. 
rant 


Summons of Witnesses. April 17, 1725. At instance of Attorney 
- General, Sheriff LaMorinniere notifies designated seven 
hands of LaBellone to appear at 2 p. m. to testify concern- 
ing wreck. 


Testimony on Wreck of LaBellone. April 17, 1725. Examination 
of Simon Bardet, second mate, native of Rochefort, 
aged 40, answers throw no light on cause of leak. Water, 
at pumping on eve of disaster, smelt foul. 

Filed No. 106. 


Teatinony on Wrecked LaBellone. April 17, 1725. Examination 
of Simon Brisart, master carpenter, native of Si. Marc en 
Aunise (Aunis), ‘aged 56. Supposes leak may have en- 
sued from striking bottom, once on clearing from Pen- 
sacola; thrice in the Mississippi river. Questions aim 
to ascertain whether goods or valuables were abstracted 
illicitly? . Nothing to the purpose in this regard. : 

Filed No. 109. 
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Tisttenway on Wrecked LaBellone. April 17, 1725. Examination 
of Louis Chaduteau, native of Angoumois, aged 42, 
master calker. Ship had been leaking at rate of 8 inches 
every 24 hours; water foul. Answers disclose nothing of a 
suspicious aspect in relation to the catastrophe. 

Signed: CHADUTON. 
Filed No. 110. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 17, 1725. Examina- 
ation of Andre Daniel, native of LaRochelle, aged 30, 
boatswain’s second mate. Nothing irregular brought out 

in this inquiry 
Filed No. 108. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 17, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Pierre Leboeuf, native of Rochefort, aged 20, 
second carpenter. 

. Answers in line with other evidence. 
Torn at top. 
Filed No. 105. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 17, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Pierre Marchais, native of Rochefort, aged 20, 
sailmaker. 

Agrees generally with other witnesses. Knows noth- 
ing of irregular design to have attended the accident. 
Filed No. 119. 


ne on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 17, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Francois Salomon, native of Rochefort, aged 28, 
commissary steward. Denies that he hinted at sensa- 
sational disclosures. To the question was he under the 
sway of wine? “He was a little ‘heated.’ ” 
Filed No. 107. 


Summons to Testify on LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. At the in- 
stance of the Attorney General, Sheriff LaMorinniere 
notifies eight designated officers of wrecked ship to’ ap- 

_ pear before Councillor Fazende at 2 p. m. for hearing 
on said accident. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Jacques Arnaud, native of Poitou, aged 55, master 
er. 

Matter of fact answers to questions on score of the 
powder magazine and money on board. Nothing ‘‘crook- 
ed”’ elicited in these respects. 

Filed No. 111. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Jean Chotard, native of Marennes, aged 35, 
-boatswain’s mate. N othing abstracted on occasion of 


eck. 
Filed No. 118. 
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Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. eit 
tion of Jean Foreau, native of St. Jean d’Angely, aged 


27, cooper. 

Corroborates general evidence of other witnesses. 
Was not examined at Isle Dauphine. 

Filed No. 115. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Jean Godet, native of LaTremblade, aged 52, 
coxswain. 

Straightforward evidence, nothing of new signifi- 
cance. He was not cited at Isle Dauphine. _ 
Filed No. 116. A 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Jean Paul Merlier, native of Marennes, aged 23, 
second pilot. Answers consistent with other evidence. 

Filed No. 117. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Jean Renaud, native of ‘ ‘Pagnac in Saintonge,”’ 


aged 23, third pilot. 
Answers agree mainly with prior evidence. He was 


not examined at Isle Dauphine. 
Filed No. 112. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Michel Raut, native of Rochefort, aged 26, 


master of ship’s boat. 
Was ashore at time of retk: Has no knowledge of 


blameworthy incidents before or after. 
Filed No. 113. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 18, 1725. Examina- 


tion of Louis Sangosse, native of Pau, aged 25, second 


surgeon. 
Has no knowlege of cause of leak, but was the first 


to give warning that the ship was filling. Discloses noth- 
ing suspicious. Was not examined at Isle Dauphine. 
Filed No. 114. 


Petition of Recovery. April 18, 1725. Bourguignon, blacksmith, 


moves to collect a labor bill of 23 francs from one Livet, 
settler at Gentilly, whom neither demands nor threats 
of action have availed to influence. Meanwhile B. is 
““persecuted”’ by his own creditors, and would therefore 
have L. summoned. : 
Granted and notice served. 


Petition of Recovery. April 18, 1725. Bourguignon, blacksmith, 
seeks, to collect a residue debit of 22 - francs from 
edge-tool-maker. 

Action instituted. 
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Petition of Recovery. April 18, 1725. St. Joseph, shingler, seeks 
to recover 83 francs due from one Philibert Froge (also 
given Frauget and Froget), alias LaViolette, on his note 
dated May 24, 1724; less what has been paid on account. 

Action forwarded. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Arnaud Bernard, native of Bordeaux, aged 30 
years, sailor. 

Questions turn on course of ship after leaving N. O. 
They stopped at LaBalise 12 days (he knows not why), 
and anchored next at Isle a Corme. Took ballast at Isle 
aux Veaux in supplement to ballasting at LaBalise. No 
new evidence on wreck. 

Filed No. 128. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
om of Antoine DuBois, native of Bordeaux, aged 27, 
sailor. | 

Answers that they stopped 15 days at LaBalise, 

partly for ballast and then for good wind. 

Nothing new on the wreck. 
Filed No. 122. — 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Jacques Mormiche, native of “Montagne in 
Xaintonge,”’ aged 37, sailor. 

They stayed ‘“‘about three weeks’ at LaBalise. 
Took on about 40 tons of ballast, and were also detained 
by contrary winds. Added three or four boat loads 
of ballast at Isle aux Veaux. 

7 Filed No. 127. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
poe of Michel Rousselot, native of Mornac, aged 30, 
or. 
Answers generally agree with other evidence on 
ship’s course, nothing new on wreck. 
Filed No. 124. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Bernard Salbeston, native of Bordeaux, aged 
35, sailor. 

To the question why they took only some of the bal- 
last at LaBalise, this witness answers that otherwise 
they could not have cleared the pass. 

Filed No. 125. 


bay someon on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Mathwin Simart, native of La Tremblade, aged 
22, sailor. 
Generally echoes other evidence. 
Filed No. 143. 
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Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 


tion of Antoine Sorignet, native of Rochefort, aged 20, 
ship’s gunner. 

They stopped at LaBalise from 9 to 22 February. 
In harbor of Jsle aux Veaux, Feb. 26, to March lI, 
reports customary leakage of 22 to 23 inches every 2A 
hours. Water foul. Ballasted seven long boats of mud 
at LaBalise. 

(Signature shows intelligent script. ) 

Filed No. 123. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 
= of Pierre Tonillet, native of St. Augustin, aged 30, 

or. 
- Variants of detail; substance agrees with prior evi- 
ence. | 
Filed No. 121. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 20, 1725. Examina- 


_ tion of Jean Trocquart, from neighborhood of Bordeaux 


(age not stated), sailor. 

Leakage of 15 to 20 inches every 24 hours. Evidence 
generally similar to that already given. 

Filed No. 126. 


Sale of Lot. April 20, 1725. Joseph Carriere files record of having 
sold to Councillor Brusle a lot 10 fathoms front by 20 
deep, adjoining on one side the property of Mr. Lamarque; 


on the other, that of the vendor’s brother, Jacques 


Carriere. Terms cash, 300 francs in copper specie. 


Mutilated. 
Summons to Testify. April 20, 1725. At the instance of the 
‘ Attorney General, Sheriff Vincent notifies 13 sailors of 


LaBellonne to appear for hearing at 2 p. m. before Coun- 
cillor Fazende. 


Petition of Recovery. April 23, 1725. Mr. Chartier de Baulne 


reminds the Councillors that they allowed "him a process 
of inquiry concerning the note at issue; might it further 
please them to follow up the matter by authorizing his 
claim of 400 francs against heirs (in France) of the late 
late Mr. Bordier. 

Referred to Attorney General. 


Summons to Testify. April 23, 1725. Sheriff Vincent notifies ten 
designated sailors of ‘LaBellonne to appear for hearing 
before Councilllor Fazende at 2 p. m. | 


Te #imony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
pn of Pierre Blancheau, native of Bordeaux, aged 27, 
or. 
No new data. 
Filed No. 133. 
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Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Louis Bonneau, native of Sables d’Olonne, aged 
21, sailor. 
Filed No. 132. 


- Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
er of Elie Esteve, native of LaTremblade, aged 27, 
or. 
Nothing of new note. 
Filed No. 135. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Estienne Girault, from vicinity of Bordeaux, 
aged 25, sailor. | 

N othing of significance on wreck. Minor details 
noted by the way on sailing and steering apparatus. 
Filed No. 131. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
a of Pierre Godineau, from near Bordeaux, aged 25, 
or. 
Concurs with prior witnesses on main evidence. 
Filed No. 129. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Estienne Paquet, native of Marennes, aged 35 
years, sailor. 

No evidence of new note. 
Filed No. 134. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 23, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Pierre Perrier Desmarests (signed Perier De- 
marayst), native of LaRochelle, aged 18, ships captain 
of arms. Nothing new on wreck. They took ballast of 
earth at LaBalise, sand at Isle aux Veaux. 


Summons to Testify. April 26, 1725. Sheriff La Morinniere 
. notifies Sieur Jolly of San Domingo now at N. O., and 
Abbe Juif, who had embarked by LaBellonne, to appear 
before Councillor Fazende at 2 p. m. for hearing in regard 
to the shipwreck. 


Summons to Testify. April 26, 1725. Sheriff La Morinniere 
notifies Captain Beauchamp, his mate Queret, and Szeur 
Bernard, ack to appear before Councillor Fazende at 
2 p. m. for hearing on wreck of LaBellonne. 


Teineny on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 26, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Captain Jeremge Beauchamp, aged 45. Left 
N. O. on February 20, detained nine days by broken 
rudder, near Drapeau plantation, right bank. Both bal- 
last and winds were concerned in his long stops at La- 
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Balise and Isle aux Veaux. Calamity came unfore- 
warned so far as all ordinary marks of security had 


seemed to precede it. 
Filed No. 138. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 26, 1725.. Examina- 
tion of Jean Bernard, native of Calais, aged 21, clerk of 
LaBellonne. Was ashore on errands at the time of wreck. 
Denies that he feared to return to N. O. or that Captain 
Beauchamp seemed reluctant to return to France. 

Filed No. 136. 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 26, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Nicolas Jolly, native of Brussels, aged 35, pas- 
senger of wrecked vessel. 

Noted—‘“‘Nothing contrary to good manners” from 
time of departure forward. Imputes no dishonesty to 
the Captain, and construed nothing of the kind from 
his actions and speech. Disclaims a mariner’s compe- 
tency to explain cause of wreck. Like the common 
public, he regards it among higher accidents. 

Filed No. 137. | 


Court Order. April 26, 1725. Attorney General Fleuriau sanctions 
the request of Mr. Chartier de Baulne, and holds the 
rt aha heirs accountable for claim in question (400 

francs. 


Decision for Chartier deBaulne. April 26, 1725. Formal enact- 
ment of Attorney General’s order, authorizing plaintiff 
to recover 400 francs from estate of the late Bordier. 

Filed No. 139. 


Legal Discussion. Marriage Contract in Dispute. April 27, 
1725. Chartier de Baulne files a statement intended to 
set forth certain rights vested in marriage contract be- 
tween one Jean Jaure and Marie de LaSawraye. (The 
matter is discolored beyond legible restitution, save in 
occasional spots). Madame was widow of one DeCoen, 
and had no children by first marriage but was heiress to 

‘some property, and maternal aunt of the wife of Thomas. 
Madame Marie died, still childless and Jean Faure 
married again, but is now deceased. Copy communi- 
cated to widow of J. F. at Mobile. (Duplicate with ad- 
denda). Decision under 2529, 


Testimony on Wrecked LaBellonne. April 28, 1725. Examina- 
tion of Pierre Gaeret, ship’s mate, aged 27. They 
reached Isle Dauphine on March 14, “On Holy Thursday, 
he was ashore to seek Monsieur de Bienville.”’ 

No new light on wreck. 
Filed No. 140. 
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of Service and Mutual Profit. April 29, 1725. Jean 
Baptiste Lefevre (quaint autograph by him) and Guil- 
leume Aillian (Allain), agree concerning a hunting trip 


_ to Illinois. G. A. will serve J. B. L. as hired man, both 
ways, doing all that is just and reasonable; whereas 


‘Lefevre promises G. A. when they return, 200 francs in 
copper, 40 pounds in tallow, 50 pounds of meat, 4 jugs 
of bear’s grease and half the pecans that he can gather 
during the trip. 

Witnessed by Clairfontaine, Mark of G. A. alias 
Saint Paul “Sculpture” signature of J. B. L. 


Court Summons. April 29, 1725. At the instance of Mr. DeVer- 


teuil, Sheriff Vincent notifies Estienne Duchesne, con- 
tractor, Jean Baptiste Prevost, Company's bookkeeper, 
and Sieur Berard, citizen, to appear before Councillor 
Brusle on the morrow, for hearing in review of their 
evidence, and in order to be confronted with the accused. 


Petition of Recovery. April 30, 1725. Joseph Dupont has been 


allowed a specified compensation by arbitrators in the 

case of damages to his land by five cows belonging to Mr. 

Roquet; let the latter be sentenced to meet the claim. 
Action granted. | 


of Baron de Hombourg. May 2, 1725. He sold a 
house and three lots for 1575 francs, and received 150 
francs cash. Councillor Brusle was authorized (by court) 
to deposit cash proceeds in full with reference to satisfy- 
ing some seizures against the Baron; but the latter shows 
that he sold his house and lots on terms of wine, brandy 
and merchandise, less item of 150 francs cash. He 
would have Mr. Brusle redeem the value in wine, brandy 
and merchandise and from their proceeds meet seizure 
claims. Or else let Mr. Rossard assume charge and allow 
sale by an auctioneer named by Baron. 
No note by court. © 


Petition of Recovery. May 2, 1725. Mr. DeMorand remonstrates 


that the other parties concerned, Messrs. Balcourt and 
Massy, are not responsive to the ‘Council’s decree which 
voided the sale of land by B. to petitioner, and pre- 


cluded obligation of payment. At B.’s request, De- 


Morand gave his note of 500 francs to Massy, who re- 
fuses to return it. Let B. & M. be summoned. 
Granted. 


Petition of Recovery. May 3, 1725. Gedinteial Levesque seeks 


to collect 125 francs from Mr. Durivage, due on a note. 


Action forward. 
Faded. 
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Petition to Recover Inheritance Claim. May 3, 1725. Thomas 
Desercy recalls his wife’s right to inherit from the late 
Madame LaSauraye, and would fain collect what is due 
from surviving widow of late (Jean) Faure, domiciled 
at Mobile. Procedure allowed, and said widow may be 


summoned two months hence. Similar petition to — 
Commander Diron d’Artaguette at Mobile, who author- 


izes the desired summons. (May 28, 1725. ) 
Document in duplicate. 


Procedure Shows Missing Link. May 3, 1725. Memorandum 
(ostensibly by court at Mobile), stating that the widow 
of deceased Faure, Marie Anne Artus, is not qualified to 


plead in the suit now forward; she must appear as _ 


guardian and as joint owner of her late husband’s prop- 
erty. 


Copy of Marriage Contract. May 3, 1725. Fort St. Louis, July 
2, 1714. Parties: Jean Faure, eldest son of Jean Faure 
and his wife, native of Royan, diocese of Saintes, and 
Magdelaine Marianne, widow of Jean LeCan, master 
locksmith, native of Quebec. 

Pertinent passage turns on a deed of gift, available 
to surviving heirs in default of children. 


Legal Discussion of Marriage Contract. May 4, 1725. An 
elaborate review of the case between Thomas Desercy 
and surviving widow of Jean Faure. 

Duplicate (with added matter), of No. 25165, 

Notice served on Madame veuve Faure. 

Postscript: July 24, 1725, shows that parties are to 
be heard again, on “Monday next.”’ Costs reserved. 

Ragged edges. | 


Discussion of Marriage Contract. May 4, 1725. Advocate Cadot 
presents his views on crucial points in the contract here 
concerned, and shows why he differs from the decision 
of Advocate DeBauine in favor of Thomas deSersy. 
Learned marginal revision by Chartier de Baulne. He 
upholds natural equity above refinement of jurisprudence. 

Copy of document was delivered by Sheriff Vincent 
to widow of Jean Faure, of Mobile, but then at N. O., 
July 14, 1725. 

Torn at lower corner, and partly charred. 


Petition for Loan. May 5, 1725. Joseph Aubuchon renews a 
former petition begging the Council to lend him 500 
francs. Approved, provided he tender his bond to 
Recorder Rossard for said sum payable to Company’s 
treasury within one year. Signatures: SBovzsbriant, 
Delachaise, Brusle, Fazende, Perry, Fleuriau, De Cha- 


vannes. 
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Petition to Marry. May 5, 1725. Jean deDielones alias St. Jean 
asks marry one M arte, landed by LaLoire. 
rant 


Petition of Recovery. May 5, 1725. St. Amant is creditor to one 
Dargaret, former employe on Ste Reine grant, for nine 
barrels of maize on the cob, by bill dated at Pointe 
Coupee, 24 October, 1724. Let D. be cited. 

Action forward. 


Petition of Recovery. May 5, 1725. Boucher seeks to collect a 
residue sum of 500 francs from one L’Evesque, lock- 


smith. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. May 6, 1725. St. Hilaire, carpenter, wail 
~ to collect 336 francs, 18 sous, from Mr. Durivage, former 
contractor for private parties. 
Action allowed. 


Petition to Recover Dugout. May 7, 1725. Antoine Durand sold 
a dugout to Mr. Raquet on past Nov. 15, Blaise to whom 
it yg — lost it, but “‘seized”’ another belonging 

Action of recovery desired and granted. Value, 120 
francs. Postscript in duplicate, signed Raquet, stating 
that he might present a counterclaim. A dugout was 
taken away from him about same date, and he was told, 
A. D. “‘did it.””, Mr. Raquet asks to be discharged. 


Petition of Recovery. May 8, 1725. Jean Coupart, joiner, claims 
a residue sum of 250 francs from Mr. Manadé, and re- 
lates the circumstances of their transactions. 

Procedure allowed. : 


Petition of Recovery. May 8, 1725. Perot, carpenter, seeks to col- 
lect a bill of 473 francs from Mr. ‘Durivage. 
Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. May 9, 1725. Cezille, cadet of the troops 
of N. O., holds a transferred note of 70 francs and seeks 
to collect the same from one Marin, tailor. 

Action allowed. 


Petition of Recovery. May 9, 1725. Jean Baptiste Meynard tells 
a tale in washed out ink, which moves the Council to 
summon officer Dupuy Planchard to appear on Friday 
next, at 8 a. m. that he may plead in defence of the claims 
urged by plaintiff J. B. M. 

(Document occurs in duplicate.) Gambling debt 
alleged by Meynard. Its collection had been pushed by, 
i dey Planchard and M. would evade it as contrary to 
aw 
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Petition of Recovery. May 11, 1725. One Brad, workman, seeks 
to collect’ a bill of 228 francs from Mr. Durivage, con- 
tractor. Action allowed. 

Badly faded. 


Petition of Recovery. May 11, 1725. Jean, Joan, workman, 
moves to collect a bill of 210 francs from contractor 
-Durivage. 

Action allowed. 
Badly faded. 


Petition to Evict. May 11, 1725. Jean Baptiste Lanaux alias 
Bouche, finding it hopeless to sue further for his claim of 
200 francs due by Pierre LeComte, moves to have Le- 


Comte evicted from plaintiff’s house, as he sold it and is ~ 


still unpaid. Let defendant also pay interest -_ costs. 
Notice served on LeComte. 


Petition of Original Recovery. May 11, 1725. Mr. Dupuy 
Planchard denies that he gambled with Meynard. But 
M. lost 700 or 800 francs in billiards (not then unlawful) 
to Surgeon Delorme. To relieve M. at a pinch, D. P. 
remitted him a note of 2000 francs, and was to receive 
200 pieces of poultry from M., a part of which obligation 
is already discharged. Let M. be held accountable for 


the residue debit of poultry. 
Petition Over Pipes. May 11, 1725. Levesque bought 3000 pipes 


of one LaBoucher at 400 francs per M. He paid 400 © 


francs and gave his note for 800 francs residue. Owing 
to slack retail trade, only 800 pipes have been sold and 
Levesque thus finds himself stalled to meet the outstand- 
ing debit. He requests a year’s credit or else let Le- 
Boucher take back some unsold pipes at cost. 

(Still 500 francs due on the note.) | 

No note by court. 


Decision In Eleven Civil Suits. May 11, 1725. 
1. Boucher vs. Levesque. Bill of 500 francs payable in 


six months’ equal installments; or else plaintiff 
may take back pipes in balance. 

2. St. Hilaire vs. Durivage. Further pending costs re- 
served. 

3. Scrawl vs. Scraul. 

(Suit No. 3 purports to pend between Veuve Demoriere 

and DelaMotte.) 

Pierre Levesque vs. Durivage. Claim allowed. 

Perot vs. Durivage. Claim allowed. 

Coupart vs. Durivage. Referred to Mr. Fleurian. 


accountable for claim of D. P. 
St. Joseph vs. LaViolette. Claim allowed. 


99 


Meynard vs. Dupuy Planchard. N. Nonsuited and ~ 
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9. Bourguignon vs. Bodson. Claim allowed. 

10. Durand vs. Raquet. D. must substantiate his claim. 
Costs reserved. 

11. Cezille vs. Marin. Claim allowed. 

: Filed No. 141. 


Petition of Recovery. May 12, 1725. te ean Baptiste Lefevre, 


Canadian, claims 20 francs, plus interest and costs, from 
Mr. Des Fontaines, who denies that he received the | 
— beef whereon the claim is based. Let him be 

cit | 
Notice duly served. 


Petition of Recovery. May 12, 1725. Mr. Rossard, recorder, calls 


for citation of Councillor Brusle and Baron De Hombourg, 
with reference to settlement of Mr. R.’s claim of 1163 
_ francs against Baron De H. Procedure is based on a 
seizure of the Baron’s goods and some technical omission 
on Mr. Brusle’s part towards holding the seizure intact. 
Action approved. 


Memorandum of Remonstrance. May 13, 1725. Undersigned 


-Manade submits to Sheriff Vincent a statement of 
Poupard’s obligations to Manade. Their transactions 
included a contract of roofing, whether in shingles or in 
bark, was not specified; at all a Poupard (elsewhere 
Coupart) has refused payment. 


Petition of Recovery. May 17, 1725. Michel Rossard, Recorder, 


repeats the substance of his former petition to collect 
1163 francs on attached goods of Baron deHombourg. 
Let Mr. Brusle be declared debtor to the Baron for 
1425 francs and then let Mr. Rossard be recognized as 
— creditor to the extent of said claim, 1163 
rancs 

Action forward and notice served on parties affected. 


Petition of Recovery. May 18, 1725. Officer Terrisse deCernan, 


commissioned one Jacques Charpentier alias Le Roy to 
sell certain goods in partnership with Mr. Petit de 
Livilliere “as appears by annexed invoice.’ Mr. Char- 
pentier now refuses to settle with petitioner, who desires 
to close the account promptly, forasmuch as he is about 
to start for the Yasoux. 

Action allowed. 
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REPORT OF MR. BUSSIERE ROUEN, CORRESPONDING 
SECRETARY OF THE LOUISIANA HISTORICAL 
SOCIETY DURING THE YEAR 1918. 


The year 1918 was marked for the Louisiana Historical Society 


by several celebrations: 


January 8th—Celebration on Jackson Square in commemora- 
tion of the battle of New Orleans, on this date in 1815. 

May lst—Presentation to the Louisiana Historical Society of a 
bronze statue of Joan of Arc, by the Museum of French Art, through 
Mr. J. Sanford Saltus, its Vice-President. 

December 20th—Celebration in commemoration of the founding 
of New Orleans, 1718. 

During the year nine meetings were held and the following lec- 
tures delivered: 

January 6th—‘““The Contest for Ecclesiastical Supremacy in the 
Valley of the Mississippi, 1763-1803,’’ by Clarence Wyatt Bispham. 

February 19th—‘“‘Le Spectacle de la rue St. Pierre,’’ a paper on 
the first theatre in New Orleans, by Miss Nellie Warner Price. — 

March—No address. 

April 16th—‘“‘The Lost City of Lafayette,’’ by Mr. James A. 


May 2l1st—‘“‘The Louisiana Confederate Military Records,” by 


General A. B. Booth. 
ol J une 18th—‘‘America in the War,” by Mr. Joseph Mitchell 
cher. 

November 19th—‘‘Reading of Old Unpublished Documents,” 

by Parsons; followed by ““The Story of Ghent,” by Mr. 
art 

December 20th—Celebration commemorative of the 200th an- 
niversary of the founding of New Orleans. On the musical program 
we note the following names: Mrs. Christian Schertz, Miss Finette 
Reineke, Mr. Henry Wehrmann, Mr. Joseph Delery, Miss Rosa 
Ivens, Miss Louise Sullivan, Mrs. Albert G. Thomas, Miss Bianca 
Cartier, Mrs. H. R. MacLeod, Mrs. A. Huard, and Miss Ethel Scott 
McGehee. The Invocation and Benediction were pronounced by 
His Grace Most Rev. John W. Shaw, Archbishop of New Orleans, 
and by Bishop W. P. Thirkield. 

An address was made by Hon. Charles Barret, Consul General 
of France, and Mr. W. O. Hart was Master of Ceremonies. Papers 


were read by Mr. D. H. Théard, Mr. U. Marinoni and Mrs. Heloise — 


Hulse Cruzat. 
The Society during the year received the following gifts and loans: 
Bronze statue of Joan of Arc, from the Museum of French Art 


of New. York, through Mr. J. Sanford Saltus. 


Letter signed by Aubert Du Bayet, from Mr. J. Sanford Saltus. 


Military Commission bearing the signature of Charles Gayarré, 
the great Louisiana historian, from Mr. A. L. Ducros. 
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fi Medal from Domremy, Joan of Arc’s birthplace, from Mr. André 
argue. 

Large size framed photograph of a local artist, Mr. Andres 
Molinary, the gift of his widow, Mrs. Marie Seebold Molinary. 
_ Bronze medal struck in Germany to commemorate what they 
considered a great naval victory, the destruction of 1198 non-com- 
batants, men, women, children and babies. 

A symbolic picture of the evolution of the flag of New Orleans 
from Mr. Gus Couret. 

_From Miss Alice Bordes: 

Two fans, ivory sticks carved and inlaid. 

One mother of pearl fan, inlaid, 

One gilt fan with carved wood sticks, 

One card case of chased silver, 

One inlaid tortoise shell thimble case, 

One miniature wood doll, 

Whistle, porcelain, figure of a man, 

One knife and two forks, ivory handles, 

Two nickled collapsible boot hooks, 

Pocket dirk with sheath, | 

Allen and Wheelock revolver, 1858. 

__. Miniature painted on ivory of Robert Dunbar, one of the Mis- 
sissippi Volunteers who came on horse back, by the Natchez trail, 
to take part in the battle of New Orleans, from Mrs. H. Cruzat. 

An old Bible, dated 1769, from A. L. Larpenteur, Jr., ‘“‘now of 
New Orleans but formerly of St. Paul, Minnesota.” 
From Mr. W. O. Hart, several Souvenir programs and pamph- 
ets. 


‘Gifts and Exchanges to the Library of the 
Louisiana Historical Society. 


The league of nations by Viscount Grey. 
ilk Sey league of nations and the coming rule of law by Sir Frederick — 
ollock. | 
(Both these pamphlets with compliments of the Overseas Club.) 
‘The Patriotic League, frgm Oxford University Press. 
Iowa and the War, from the State Historical Society of Iowa. 
Transactions of the State Historical Society of Illinois for the 
year 1917. Springfield, III. | 
Western Pennsylvania Historical Magazine. 
Tennessee Historical Magazine, Nashville, Tenn. 
Southwestern Historical Quarterly. 
Annual Magazine, Subject Index, edited by Frederick Faxon, 
A. B. (Harv.) Boston Book Co. 
The Conflict for Human woaseogy' by the Right Honorable Vis- 
count Grey, from George H. Doran Co., N. Y. 
| Rocky Mountain Herald, issued weekly. | 
Georgia Historical Quarterly, Savannah, Ga. 
‘The Missouri Historical Review, Columbia. 
Nebraska History and Record of Pioneer Days. 
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Old Fort Snelling, 1819-1858, by Marcus Hansen, published in 


Iowa City, 1918. 
Rutgers’ College 150th anniversary, 1766-1916. 
Annual Report of the Agricultural and Industrial Statistics and 


crop report for the year 1916 of the Louisiana department of agri- 


culture and immigration. H. D. Wilson, Commissioner. 

Der erste Deutsch-Amerikznische Priester des Westens. 

A Belgian Mission to the Boers, by Eugene Standart. 

Public Health Bulletin, September. Malaria control, by R. 
Derivaux and H. A. Taylor. 

Unconditional Surrender and Peace, presented to the Society by 
the author, Mr. W. O. Hart. 

Miscellaneous, No. 7, 1918. Report on the treatment by the 
enemy of the British Prisoners of war behind the firing line in France 
and Belgium. 

British civilian prisoners in German East Africa. A report by 
the cme on the treatment by the enemy of the British prison- 
ers of war 

Report of A. B. Booth, Commissioner of Military Records to the 
Governor of the State of Louisiana. 

The tanks, ‘‘by request and with permission of Col. D. Swinton, 
C. D. S. O. Royal Engineers.” — 


The Washington Historical Quarterly. 
Chronicles of ‘Old Missouri” Parish, Rev. John Rothensteiner. 


The Missouri priest 100 years ago by Rey. John Rothensteiner, 


both published under auspices of Knights of Columbus. 


Indiana Magazine of History. | 
Program Eleventh Annual Meeting of the Mississippi Valley 


Historical Association, from Minnesota Historical Society. 

Collection and reservation of the materials of war history, a 
paptriotic service. 

Report No. 115, contribution from Forest Service by Henry S. 
Graves, Forester; Distribution of softwood lumber in the middle 
west. Studies of the lumber industry. : 

Essex Institute Historical Collections, 1918. Salem, Mass. 

The Georgia Historical Quarterly. from the Georgia Historical 
Society, Savannah, Georgia. 

University of arabe, Agricultural and Experiment Station, 
Nos. 129, 130, 131, 132, 133, 134, 135. 

~ Minnesota History Bulletin. St. Paul, Minnesota. 
Facts about the war, Nos. 80, 79, 78, 81 from Paris Chamber of 


Commerce. 


Louisiana State Museum publications. 
Bulletins of the ‘‘Alliance Francaise,”’ 1918. 
Board of Vocational Education, Nos. 1, 3, 8. 
Journal of American History, New York, N. Y. 
_Iowa Economic History from State Historical Society of Iowa. 
Annual Report of the American Historical Association, 1914, in 


2 vols., General Index 1884-1914. 


University of Illinois Studies in the Social Sciences, 1917. 
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Check List of Biographical Directories and General Catalogues 


of American Colleges. (1915). 
From Turkish Toils, Narrative of an American family’s escape by 


Mrs. Esther Muger. 
English Edition, Agricultural Calendar, 1918-1919. 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield, II. 
Minnesota Historical Society, St. Paul, Minn. 
In the Belgian Parlement by Count de Lichtevelde, London. 
Texas State Historical Association, Austin, Texas. | 
University of Colorado, Boulder, Colo. 
te on Numismatic and Antiquarian Society, Philadel- 
phia, Pa 
Historical Society, Witherspoon Building, Phila- 
elphia, Pa 
The Record, the University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill, N. C. 
Rhode Island Historical Society, Providence, R. I. 
Rochester Historical Society, Rochester, N. Y. 
South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, S. C. | 
State Historical Society of Missouri, Columbia, Mo. 
Washington State University, Historical Society, — Wash. 
Yale University Library, New Haven, Conn. 
Wisconsin Archaeological Society, Madison, Wis. 
University of California Library, Berkeley, Cal. 
Vermont Historical Society, Montpelier, Vermont. 
Viriginia Historical Society, Richmond, Va. 
Vineland Historical Society, Vineland, N. J. 
Wisconsin State Historical Museum, Madison, Wis. 
Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio. 
Lehigh Valley Historical Society, Allentown, Pa. 
Kentucky State Historical Society, Frankfort, Ky. 
Historical & Philosophical Society, Burnet Woods Park," Cincin- 
natti, Ohio. 
Trinity College, Durham, N. C. 
Journal of the Illinois Catholic Historical Society, 907 Ashland 


Block, Chicago, IIl. 
Popular History of the war from the Buffalo Historical Society, 


Delaware Park, Buffalo, N. Y. 
The Zeebrugge Affair, from Goerge H. Doran Company, New 


York, N. Y. 

German Social Democracy during the war by Edwyn Bevan. 
Biography of Henry Rosenberg from the Rosenberg Library. 
The British Empire & League of Peace, by George Burton Adams, 

Litt D., from G. P. Putnam’ s Sons, New York, N. Y. 
History of Iowa’s part in the world war. 
New York Historical Society terly Bulletin. 
Iowa Authors and their work, from the Historical Department of 


Iowa. 
Daughters of the Magazine, Memorial. 


Continental Hall, 
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i oseph Habersham Chapter of Daughters of the heneriniin Revo- 


Jution, 469 Peachtree St., Atlanta, Ga. 
| cates Review, Broadway at 156th Street, New York, 


Legal and political status of women in Iowa, by Ruth A. Gallaher, : 


_ fgom State Historical Society in Iowa. 

The Sewanee Review, Sewanee, Tenn. 

Wyoming Historical Society. . 

Louisiana Planter, Editor, Hon. Jno. Dymond. 

Pennsylvania Prison Society. 

Iowa Biographical Series. 

Bureau of American Ethnology. | 

Industries of the state under siciallenn by Rome C. Brown. 
(Pamphlet). 

- John Crerar Library, Chicago, Ill. 

Illinois State Historical Library, Springfield, Illinois. — 
| he Chicago Historical Society, Dearborn & Ontario Sts., Chase. 
American Historical Association, Smithsonian Institution, Wash- 
ington, D. C. 

American Antiquarian Society, Worcester, Mass. 

American Jewish Historical Society, New York, N.Y: 
Catholic Historical Society, 715 Spruce St., Philadel- 
‘American Folk Lore Society, Cambridge, Mass. 
Arkansas Historical Association, Fayetteville, Arkansas. 
Academy of Pacific Coast, University of California, Berkeley, 


Buffalo Historical Society, Buffalo, N. Y. 
Columbia University Library, New York City, N. y. 
Cambridge Historical Society, 59 Temple Place, Boston, Mass. 
- Connecticut Historical Society, Hartford, Conn. 
California Historical Survey Commission, Berkeley, Cal. 
Eugenic Record Office, Cold Spring, Harbor, Long Island, N. Y. 
Filson Club, Louisville, Ky. 
Genealogical Society of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 
me oo Society of Pennsylvania, 1300 Locust St. Philadel- 
phia, Pa 
Historical Society of Western Pennsylvania, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
Historical Society of New Mexico, Santa Fe, New Mexico. 
: Historical Society of East and West Baton Rouge, Baton Rouge, 
Louisiana. | 
Harvard University Library, Cambridge, Mass. 
Iowa State Historical Department, Des Moines, Iowa. 
Iberville Historical Society, Mobile, Ala. 
-. Iowa State Historical Society, City, Iowa. 
Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind. 
e ournal of American History, 37 West 39th St., New York City, 


Cal. 


“Kdnens State Historical Society, Topeka, Kansas. 
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Long Island Historical Society, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
Library of Congress, Washington, D. C. 
Michigan Pioneer and Historical Society, Lansing, Mich. 
Missouri Historical Society, Jefferson Memorial, St. Louis, Mo. 
Museum of the American Indian, Heye Foundation, 155th and 
Broadway, New York. 
_ Massachusetts Historical Society, Fenway Station, Boston, Mass. 
Maine Historical Society, Portland, Maine. 
North Carolina Historical Commission, Raleigh, N. C. 
New York State Historical Dep’t Library, Albany, New York. 
New York Public Library, New York, N. Y. 
New Jersey Historical Society, Newark, N. J. 
New York Genealogical & Biographical Society, 226 West 58th 
St., New York, N. Y. 
New York Historical Society, 120 Central Park West, New York, 


New York State Historical Ass’n, Albany, N. Y. 
Nebraska State Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebr. 
North Dakota State Historical Society, Bismark, N. D. 
Numismatic & Antiquarian Society, Isoth & Broadway, New 
York City, N. Y. 
Ohio State Archaeological & Historical Society, Columbus, Ohio. 
Oklahoma Historical Society, Oklahoma City, Okla. _. 
| Old Dartmouth Historical Society, 37 N. Water St., New Bed- 
ford, Mass. 
Pennsylvania Federation of Historical Societies, Harrisburg, Pa. 
State Library of Massachusetts, Boston, Mass. 
South Dakota Historical Society, Pierre, South Dakota. 
Sauk County Historical Society, Baraboo, Wis. 
State University of Oklahoma, Norman, Okla. 
Wisconsin Archaeological Society, Madison, Wis. 
i Centennial History of Illinois from Centennial Commission of 
onis. 
History of Illinois—the frontier state, from Centennial Com- 
mission of Illinois. 
32 Annual Report of the Bureau of American Ethnology. 
The Brooklyn Museum, The Brooklyn Institute of Arts & 
. Sciences, Eastern Parkway & ‘Washington Ave., Brooklyn, N. Y.. 
| Vermont Historical Society, Montpelier, Vermont. 
‘ Virginia Historical Society, Richmond, Va. 
Vineland Historical Society, Vineland, N. J. 
Wyoming Historical & Genealogical Society, Wilkesbarre, Pa. 
‘Wisconsin State Historical Museum, Madison, Wis. 

Western Reserve Historical Society, Cleveland, Ohio. 

Lehigh Valley Historical Society, Allentown, Pa. 

Kentucky State Historical Society, Frankfort. Ky. 

H a & Philosophical Society, Burnet Woods Park, Cincin- 
natti, Ohio | 
| J ournal of the Illinois Catholic Historical Society, 907 Ashland 
Block, Chicago, III. 


( 
« a d 
} 
| ay 
* 
‘ 
« 
Be 
& 
4 


214 The Loutsiana Historical Quarierly 


South Carolina Historical Society, Charleston, S. C. 

Yale University Library, New Haven, Conn. 

Nevada Historical Society. 

University of Illinois. 

Paris Chamber of Commerce, (Pamphlets). 

Louisiana Historical Society Quarterly, Vol. 1, Nos. 3 and 4. 
Louisiana Historical Society Proceedings & Reports 1917, Vol. X. 
By purchase: The American Indian as Slave Holder ‘and Se- 


cessionist. 
Administrative Work: 
N otices sent to announce meetings 
: : Publications mailed to members and exchanges.. 2,560 


| Letters in answer to information demanded, and letters written 
4 for Society’s correspondence. 


: List of Officers of the Louisiana Historical woaregtatn 


(1919) 

Hon. Gaspar Cusachs President 

Hon. John Dymond First Vice-President 

4 | Hon. Bussiere Rouen _.....9econd Vice-President 
Judge Henry Renshaw Third Vice-President 
| Hon. W. O. Hart Treasurer 
Miss Grace King oe Recording Secretary 

Mrs. Heloise Hulse Cruzat ....Corresponding Secretary 


List of Applicants Elected to seutabhintanp in 1918: 


January—Mrs. J. B. Gessner, 309 Camp Street. 
Miss Annie F. Kennedy, 27 15 St. Claude Street. 
Rev. Peter Scotti, 2317 Burgundy Street. 
February—Mr. John E. Mathes, 305 Camp Street. 0 
Mr. W. J. Formento, 735 Esplanade Avenue. | | 
Mr. Socrates Drew, 3501 Carondelet Street. it 
Mrs. Socrates Drew, 3501 Carondelet Street. , 
Mr. George de Lucas, 8217 Spruce Street. > 
Maine}. Emile Caboche, 1300 N. Miro Street. 
Prof. Lionel Durel, 2037 Ursulines Street. | | 
Mr. Henry S. Hammett, 1002 Hibernia Building. 
Mr. Oscar Schreiber, 1009 Hibernia Building. — Ya 
| April—Mr. E. L. Gladney, 2000 Palmer Avenue. 
| Mrs. T. Alexander, 853 Cotton Street, Shreveport, La. | 4 
| | Mrs. A. B. Avery, 254 Stoner Avenue, Shreveport, La. 4 
ee: | Mr. A. L. Hopkins, Box 31, Jena, La. : 
| Mr. L. J. Follett, 1314 Webster Street. 
Mr. E.N eidringhaus, St. Louis Chamber of Commerce, | 
St. Louis, Mo. ! 
Mr. L. Ducros, Hibernia Building. | GJ 
Miss Jeanne Gueydan, 1231 Washington (now 
Newcomb College). 
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May—Mr. L. W. Kurten, 733 Canal Street. 
Hon. Val J. Stentz, First City Court. 
Mr. F. R. Richardson, Interstate Building. 
Mr. Isaac S. Heller, 413 Whitney Building. 
Mr: J. C. Ansel, 50 Morgan Boulevard. 
Dr. William Scheppergrill, Audubon Building. 
Mr. Eugene H. Gutman, 5111 Dryades Street. 
Miss Cecile Wogan, 1739 Marengo Street. 
Mrs. A. S. Urban, 3541 Carondelet Street. 
Mrs. G. R. Westfeldt, 2340 Prytania Street. 
Mrs. Frank H. Waddill, 2003 Ursulines Avenue. 
Mrs. Simon Abraham, 1512 Seventh Street. 
Mr. C. C. Sandoz, Audubon Building. 
Mr. Eugene Stanley, 1009 Hiberinia Building. 
Mr. Charles Boudousquie, 1343 Kerlerec Street. 
Mrs. A. C. Bell, 5332 Coliseum Street. 


June—-Dr. Oscar Dowling, New Court House. 
Mrs. M. Feingold, 4206 St. Charles Avenue. 
Miss Jeanne Hote, 1449 N. Rampart Street. 


Resignations: 


Rev. P. M. Wynhoven, Gretna, La. 

Mr. E. O. Wild, 7219 Elm Street. © 

Mr. and Mrs. W. O. Chambers. 

Rev. Girault de la Corynais. 3 

‘Mr. Andrew H. Buchman, 517 Hennen Building. 

P. S. Butler. 

Mrs. R. Douglas, 7825 Elm Street. 

Mrs. Thomas L. Gleason, 1231 Washington Street. 

Mrs. J. G. Harrison, 3541 Carondelet Street. 

Mr. Levering Moore, Interstate Building. 

Rev. U. S. Slack, Columbia, Miss. 

Mrs: Marie Mioton, Prytania Street. 

Prof. W. R. Dodson, Baton Rouge. 

Mr. Howard Eggleston, Title & Guarantee ee 
_ Dr. Joseph Holt, 2120 Prytania Street. 

Mrs. W. H. Kramer, Fanklin, La. 
_ Mr. Paul E. Mortimer. | 


Deceased: 


Mr. A. C. Bell, 5332 Coliseum Street. 

Mrs. W. J. Behan, 1207 Jackson Avenue. 

Mr. Charles Boudousquie, 1343 Kerlerec Street. 

Mr. William Kernan Dart, Canal Bank Building. 

Mr. E. J. Fortier, Columbia University, New York, 
Judge A. D. Land, N. O. Court House. | 

Mr. Alfred F. Livaudais, 304 Camp Street. 

Mr. John Marshall, State House, Baton Rouge, La. 
Mrs. E. C. T. Longmire, 1520 St. Mary St., N. O. 
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Mr. P. S. Morris, 8011 Jeannette St., N. O. 

Mr. J. Alphonse Prudhomme, Bermuda, La. 
Mrs. M. E. Dunlap, Perrin Building. 

Mr. Emile Hoehn, 2407 Bayou Road. 


The Louisiana Historical Society holds its meetings in the Ca- 
bildo, corner of Chartres and St. Peter Streets. Its work is done in 
this building and there are stored rare books, current reviews, docu- 


- ments relating to the French, Spanish and American Dominations 


in Louisiana; there are exhibited flags, statues, portraits, arms, im- 
plements, paintings of historic characters, miniatures and various 
objects which belonged to the colonial period and which demon- 
strate the civilization and customs of the time. 

In closing this report I cannot help but express the wish and the 
hope that the State of Louisiana will make proper appropriations to 
enable the Society to do the very necessary work of classifying, 
indexing and saving the valuable documents which the Society holds 


as custodian under its charter. 
BUSSIERE ROUEN, 


Corresponding Secretary for the year 1918. 
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REPORT OF THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE 
LOUISIANA HISTORICAL SOCIETY 
FOR 1918 


Owing to circumstances beyond our control there has been some 
unexpected delay in publishing the society’s Quarterly Review 
promptly. To aid in making up the lost time it has been decided to 
report the proceedings through the current year in the Quarterly. 
The Report of the Society's proceedings for 1919 was sent to the mem- 
bers in due course and in this issue of the Quarterly we shall report 
the proceedings for 1918. 

Our own people in Louisiana, and in fact the people of all of the 
States of the Federal Union, are taking renewed and increased in- 
terest in Louisiana history. It seems marvelous to students of his- 
tory that the impress of French life in our new and western world, 
as developed in Canada, and up through the St. Lawrence and the 
Great Lakes and on down the Mississippi valley and river to the Gulf 
of Mexico, which has produced a history full of romance and personal 
adventures, should not be better known than it now is. 

The archives of the Louisiana Historical Society are full of data 
of surpassing interest to the world and we shall hope during the. com- 
ing years to give this information to the public. 


MEETING OF JANUARY, 1918 


The regular monthly meeting of the Louisiana Historical Society took place on 
_ the evening of Tuesday, January 15th, at the Cabildo. 

There was an unusually full attendance of members and all the officers were 
present. 
i In view of the full program for the evening the reading of the minutes was d is- 
pensed with; and the Rev. Clarence Wyatt Bispham, after an introduction by the 
President, proceeded at once to read the paper of the evening, on the important and 
instructive historical subject: ‘The Contest for Ecclesiastical Supremacy in the 
Mississippi Valley.”’ The paper was a careful and elaborate exposition of the cele- 
brated controversy between the Capuchins and the Jesuits, in the Colonial days 
of our history, the intricacies of which have been a source of confusion and embar- 
rassment to historical students of it. 

The value of Mr. Bispham’s paper consisted largely in his careful and well poised 
st atements of the various political and ecclesiastical issues involved and their appli- 
c ation to the development of our colonial settlements, accompanied by the inestimable 


advantage (notably missing in other historians of the subject) of the careful enumera- 
tion of the dates and titles of the documents referred to, tracing them in their logical 
sequence and order from the royal mandates of France through the ecclesiastical 
archives of Canada and thence to our Superior Council of Louisiana. The paper 
was listened to with intense interest but was too Beare: in character for a general 


discussion. 
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After a vote of thanks to Mr. Bispham the routine of business was resumed 
and the election of officers due at this date, was at once entered upon. The President 
declaring that the Society was prepared to receive nominations, Mr. Dymond 
nominated Mr. Cusachs for President of the Society. Mr. John Dymond was nomi- 
nated for First Vice-President; Mr. Wm. Kernan Dart, for Second Vice-President; 
Judge Henry Renshaw, for Third Vice-President; Mr. Bussiére Rouen, for Corres- 
ponding Secretary and Librarian; Mr. W. O. Hart, for Treasurer, and Miss Grace 
King, for Recording Secretary. They were all unanimously elected. | 

Mr. Hart read a short financial report, which showed the gratifying total of 
$1,198.92 to the account of the Society. 

The reading of the Corresponding Secretary’s voluminous report on the ac- 
tivities of the Society during the past year was dispensed with. Miss Grace King 
stayed the motion to adjourn for a few moments while she read the accompanying 
Jetters, about the Bienville portraits from Mrs. Allen, of Montreal, and of Mr. J. 
Copes Diboll about “the eight old ship cannons on the site of the old St. Mary’ ~ 
market,’’ which he suggests should be placed in Jackson Square. : 

Letter forwarded by Mr. Delery Macdonald of Montreal, Canada, to the Secre- 
tary of the Louisiana Historical Society in — to an inquiry about the authentici- 
ty of the Bienville portrait: 


115 King Street East, Nov. 13th. 
Dear Mr. Macdonald: 

I promised Gerome Hollingfeldt to write to you today, and explain to you about 
the portraits in our possession. They were left to us by my Grandfather, fifth Baron 
de Longueuil and consisted of de Bienville, Charles Josef, third Baron, his wife 
Katrine Fleury d’Eschambault, the Baronne Marie Charles Josef Lemoine, who 
married David Alexander Grant, and her son the fifth Baron, my grandfather. 

When my cousin the present Baron was last in this country, he was given the 
original painting of the third Baron and his wife, so that the one we now have is a copy 
only. It is of a young man in his armor and is not well painted; there is no name 
on the back but I am writing to my counsin and will ask him if the name is on the 
original. I have promised Baron Hollingfeldt that he may take the picture to Montreal 
with him and you can then decide if you think it worth copying. 

The portrait of the fifth Baron is, of course, in the dress of fifty years ago; it was 
done by an Italian artist, and as Baron Hollingfeldt will tell you, is a very fine paint- 
ing. Our portrait of Bienville differs slightly from the engraving you s2nt, the face 
being longer and narrower. It is said to have been done in Paris and has always 
been believed to be the original portrait. _I suppose you know that Mrs. Neilson 
née de Lanadiére has a copy as well as the de Beaujeu. Dr. Neilson has a book pub- 
lished in France which has an engraving of both Bienville and Iberville therefore 
there ought to be a painting of Iberville in existence. We carefully compared the 
engraving with our portrait of Bienville and they were alike in every particular. 
Unfortunately the book is now in Quebec, so we could not show it to your artist. I 
was sorry as I should have liked him to see Iberville. We wrote the publishers but 
could not get a satisfactory reply as to how they had got the engraving. The Cheva- 
lier de Longueuil was father to the Madame de Beaujeu of his day, but I wonder 
how they came into possession of the second Baron de Longueuil which ought to have 
belonged to the de Longueuil. 

Do you know the family tradition runs that the family portraits were stored 


_ in a garret in the de Lery house in Quebec while the family were moving either to 
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Montreal or Kingston and that a young de Lery destroyed some of them with a pen 
knife; in which case perhaps if you were to search the de Lery garrets you might 
come across the portraits of the first and second Barons, abandoned in disgust. Cer- 
tain it is that the three old ones in our possession had not been kindly used. 

The present Baron is you know childless and perhaps you might induce him to 
leave his portraits to the National Gallery, but I don’t think my sister, Mrs. Arklay 
Fergusson, to whom Bienville now belongs, would be induced to part with our com- 
mon ancestor (that is the engraving). We can only make out the following inscrip- 
tion: 

“M. Bienville 
Gouverneur Lt. de Louisiana. 
Capt. 
Morten ..... age 69 (should be 89 G. K.) 

I should have put “Capt.” on the second line; it looks almost as if the word in 

the fourth line were “‘Rouen.”” Some say the age is 89 but I think 69. 
Yours sincerely, 
GERTRUDE ALLEN. 


Anniston, Alabama, December 7, 1917 
Miss Grace King, 
The Loutsiana Historical Society, 
New Orleans, La. | 

Dear Madame:—Last spring I wrote your Society about the eight old ship 
cannon that have been planted.for many years, I suppose, on the site of the old 
St. Mary’s market on Tchoupitoulas St. between North and South Diamond Streets. 
As this location is an obscure one and as these old cannon doubtless have a history, it 
occurred to me to suggest that their record be investigated and that the guns be placed 
in some public location where they would doubtless be objects of considerable public 
interest. 

As Jackson Square is becoming more and more a civic center I further suggested 
the appropriateness of putting the old guns there. This could be done with very little 
expense. 

My letter, above referred to, met, as far as I know, with no action and I there- 
fore bring the matter up again. 

A native and a life long resident of New Orleans, I am, naturally interested in 
such matters as this. 

Very yours, 
J. COPES DIBOLL. 


The following persons were then elected members of the Society: Rev. Peter 
Scotti, De Soto Hotel; Mrs. Robert Parker, 2302 Prytania street; Mr. Stuart O. 
Landry, 616 Maison Blanche Building; Mrs. J. B. Gessner, 309 Camp street; Miss 
Annie F. Kennedy, 2725 St. Claude; Mr. R. S. Cocks, 701 Exposition Boulevard; 
Mrs. L. S. Cohen, 3575 Canal street. 

Society then adjourned. 


MEETING OF FEBRUARY, 1918 
The monthly meeting of the Historical Society was held on Tuesday evening, 


February 19th, with a good attendance of members, officers and visiting strangers. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read by the Secretary and approved. 
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The following were elected members of the Society: Mr. and Mrs. Socrates 
Drew, 2925 Coliseum street; Mr. Geo. de Cuccas, 8219 Spruce street. 
Mr. W. O. Hart made a short address on the recently adopted city official flag, 


. explaining the symbolism of its coloring and design presenting one to the Society 
on behalf of Mrs. J. H. Bonneval who had made it for the purpose. 


Mrs. Molinary, one of the committee who selected the flag, made a few remarks 
explaining the reason of the choice of the committee out of 389 models offered. 

The paper of the evening, entitled ‘““The Spectacle de la rue St. Pierre,’’ was 
contributed by Miss Nellie Ward Price, a recent member of the Society. The sub- 
ject, a most interesting one, was full of charm and was treated with great literary 
as well as historical ability. Through many misleading publications, she had worked 
her way to some new and authentic data and established the fact that the first theatre 
of which there is any record in New Orleans was ““The Spectacle de la rue St. Pierre,”’ 
in which operatic and other theatrical performances were given from 1793 to 1811. 
Although the theatre stood in St. Peter street between Royal and Bourbon, the exact 
location could not be determined. A careful search through all notarial archives 
available, failed to establish the certainty of the site usually credited to the theatre. 
Miss Price at the end of her paper gave the cheering promise that she intended to 
pursue her investigations until she had cleared up all uncertainty on the subject. 

The vote of thanks proposed by Mr. Dymond for one of the most charming 
and interesting papers ever read before the Society, was given; and the paper was 
recommended to be printed in the publications of the —: 

The meeting then ad journed. 


‘MEETING OF APRIL, 1918 


The regular monthly meeting of the Louisiana Historical Society was held in 
the Cabildo on Tuesday evening, April 17th. The President, aficaos and a good 
attendance of members were present. 

The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and approved the Presi- 
dent explained that the omission of the March meeting was a consequence of unfore- 
seen and regrettable circumstances; first, the grave illness in the family of the lecturer, 


Mr. Kerr, which prevented his keeping his engagement. Mr. Pilcher, who had also. 


promised a paper, was likewise absent, having been ordered away to Fort J ackson 
with his company of the Coast Artillery. 


The Secretary read a letter from Mr. Thomas M. Owen, Director of the Depart- 3 


ment of Archives and History of Alabama, highly praising the Quarterly issue of the 
Louisiana Historical Society and expressing his hope that it would continue its good 
work in the field of history. The letter was received with great pleasure and satis- 
faction, and on motion, it was ordered incorporated in the record of the Society. 

The following new members were unanimously elected: John E. Mather, W. J. 
Formento, Mrs. T. Alexander, Mrs. A. B. Avery, Raoul Villere, Lionel Durel, Emile 
Caboche, Henry Hammett, Oscar Schrareicher, A. L. Hopkins, —— Neidrenghaus, 
Geo. Deven, M. Ducros, E. L. Gladney, L. J. Follett. 

Mr. W. O. Hart, Chairman of the committee to draft resolutions on the death 
of Mr. Charles T. Soniat Du Fossat, read the following, which was listened to with 
profound attention and evoked many expressions of affection and regret for the loss 
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of so admirable a friend and seenber of the Society. The resolutions were ordered 
printed in the records of the Society: 


CHARLES T. SONIAT DU FOSSAT 


The undersigned committee having been appointed by the President of the 
Louisiana Historical Society, to present at this, the regular monthly meeting thereof, 
a tribute of respect to our brother member, Charles T. Soniat du Fossat, who died 
on January 24th, 1918, beg to report as follows: : 

Charles T. Soniat, as he was generally known, was a member of the Louisiana 
Historical Society for many years and for several terms served as the First Vice- 
President and during his membership was chairman of and member of many im- 
portant committees. | 

Of two of the great celebrations conducted under the auspices of the Society 
he was one of the moving spirits: The Centennial Anniversary of the transfer of 
Louisiana from France to the United States, 1903, and the Centennial Anniversary 
of the admission of Louisiana as a State into the Union, in 1912, of which last named 
celebration he was Chairman of the banquet committee and the banquet given in the 
Gold Room of the Hotel Grunewald on April 30th, at which there were guests present 
from all over the United States, official representatives of the President of the United 
States, of the French Republic and of Spain, was pronounced by all fortunate to 
attend as one of the most elaborate and successful affairs of its kind ever given in 
New Orleans. 

It was largely through the researches of Mr. Soniat that we are privileged to 
occupy this room in the Cabildo as our permanent headquarters. Some years ago, 
a joint committee of this Society and of the Louisiana State Museum was appointed 
to endeavor to procure by Legislative Act the dedication of this building and the 
building below the Cathedral known as the “Presbytere’”’ for Historical Museum 
purposes when same were occupied by the Supreme Court and other Courts to occu- 
py the new Court building a few blocks above. 

Mr. Soniat was a member of that committee and during its deliberations, stated 
that the Act creating the Court House Commission included a provision to the City 
of New Orleans the right to change the destination of these buildings and when the 
matter was in due course presented to the City Council, the Ordinance was prompt- 
ly adopted. Mr. Soniat furnished the committee valuable data showing the acqui- 
sition of the building by the City and its continued ownership from 1803 to the pres- 
ent time. 

In public life, Mr. Soniat held many important positions; he was one of the ori- 
ginal members of the Court House Commission and did much to prepare the Act 
which authorized the erection of a new Court House and assisted materially in plac- 
ing the Bonds therefor. He was a member and President of the School Board until 
compelled to resign owing to his failing health. He was elected a member of the 
State Senate in 1888 and served with distinction in that session and in the session 
of 1890. He wasa member of the Constitutional Convention of 1898 and though 

opposed as were twenty-seven other .members thereof to what is familiarly known 
as the “Grandfather Clause;”’ it was again through his researches that the same was 
given any effect at all. 
' When first presented to the Convention, it provided that all persons who were > 
voters or whose fathers or grandfathers were voters on the first of January, 1868, 
could continue as voters without the educational and property qualifications provided 
for in the Constitution; and the ordinance would have been adopted in this form 
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except that Mr. Soniat brought forward, almost at the last minute, an Act of Con- 
gress which showed that on the date mentioned negroes were privileged to vote in 
Louisiana and thereupon the date was put back to 1867. | 


Had the original date remained the object of the ‘‘Grandfather Clause,”’ which 


was practically to nullify the negro vote, would have failed. 

Mr. Soniat was a member of the Louisiana Bar, the Louisiana Bar Association 
and of the Commercial Law League of America and though as a lawyer he did not 
engage in contested cases, knowledge of the law made him probably the most careful, 
successful and best informed Notary Public in the City. His notarial acts, of many 
volumes, constitute a library among themselves and most of them entirely in his 
own handwriting, are a tribute to his wonderful industry and application. Mr. 
Soniat was an authority on land titles in Louisiana, not only of the present but of the 
past. Several times he contributed valuable papers to the records of the Society 
descriptive thereof. tf 

In civil life he was noted in athletics, the drama and the arts and was a citizen 
that gave honor and credit to his City and State. He had traveled largely in Europe 
and was familiar with the political, industrial, commercial and literary history thereof 
and as a conversationalist he had few equals. 

In his death, this Society feels that it has lost one of its most valuable members 
and one who contributed in no small degree to the prominent position the Society 
occupies among similar organizations in the United States this day. 

_ In his death, the State has lost one who ever had its best interest to the fore- 
front in his mind and to his family: His brother, nephews and neices, his death 
leaves a void which time only can dissipate but which can never be filled. 

May this tribute to his memory be spread upon our minutes and a copy thereof 
be sent to his beloved brother, M. C. Soniat, also one of our members, and a copy 
be furnished to the press of the City of New Orleans. 

Respectfully submitted, 
CHAIRMAN. 


New Orleans, April 16th, 1918. 

Mr. Dymond supplemented them with a moving and eloquent tribute to the high 
social and intellectual qualities of his friend and fellow member. 

Mr. Hart then gave the Society a most pleasant surprise in making the announce- 
ment that the Society was soon to be made the recipient of a present of rare historical 
and artistic value. This was a replica of the Statue of Joan of Arc erected on River- 
side Drive of New York, by the Museum of French Art of New York. This handsome 
donation to the Louisiana Historical Society was made at the suggestion of Mr. 
J. Sanford Saltus, Vice-President of the New York Society, who in a recent visit to 


' New Orleans had become interested in the work of the Louisiana Historical Society. 


Mr. Saltus who was present kindly responded to the desire of the members to hear 
from him personally and added in an informal way a few words about the statue 
and its author, a woman of note in the artistic world, Miss Anna Vaughn Hyatt, 
whose design had been accepted unanimously by the committee over all other com- 
petitors, charged with the selection of a sculptor for so notable a work. The pesdestal, 
he added, was com posed of stone recovered from the prison in which Joan of Arc 
had been confined, when in recent years the prison was demolished. 

It was suggested and adopted by the Society that the presentation of the statue 
should take place on April 30th in the Cabildo and that the occasion should be made 
the occasion of a suitable patriotic and historical ceremony. Mr. Dymond in response 
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to this spoke with eloquence and fervor of the exalted figure in history known as 

Joan of Arc, the most exalted woman figure in all the history of the world, and pointed 

to the significance of having a statue of the immortal Maid of old Orleans enshrined 

in New Orleans, closing with an eulogium of women in the present war as a part of the 
_ influence of Joan of Arc’s legacy .to women in the defense of Right and Country. 

The paper of the evening was contributed by Mr. James A. Renshaw. It was 
entitled ‘““The Lost City of Lafayette.”” Mr. Renshaw had with meticulous care 
traced the official history of this offspring of the days of prosperity and progress 
of New Orleans and his work was in line with the best endeavors and ideals of the 
Historical Society, which are to trace out and hold fast to such episodes in the past 
life of the city which, as the author said, were becoming hidden facts or at best were 
now known to but few. Mr. Renshaw was thanked in a resolution for his 
most interesting paper and received many compliments from individual members. 

Mr. T. P. Thompson, who was present, aptly called attention to the part that 
Lafayette had played in the celebrated Myra Clark Gaines case, her claim overlap- 
ping the choicest part of this beautiful suburb, and he recalled also the interesting 
fact that Lafayette had originally been included in the grant of land made by the U. S. 
in gratitude to General Lafayette. But he, with more discernment than his donors 
waived his right later to possessions that would have constituted him the sovereign lord 
of New Orleans and exchanged the grant for a location in the country. 

Mr. de la Vergne, who followed Mr. Renshaw, presented. a paper of great origi- 
nality and a complete novelty in the annals of the Society. His subject was “‘Napo- 
leon Bonaparte.”’ He treated it with a spirit of pure admiration of and unswerving 

- devotion to his hero, and he read the paper with a fire and enthusiasm that was 
communicated to his audience. 

At its conclusion the Society adjourned. 


MEETING OF MAY, 1918 


The Louisiana Historical Society held its regular meeting on the evening of 
Tuesday, May 21st, at the Cabildo. There was a small attendance of members. 
The President was in the chair. After the reading of the minutes of the previous 
meeting the following were elected members of the Society: Messrs. Charles Bou- 
dusquié, Eugene Stanley, C. C. Sandoz, Eugene H. Gutman, Wm. Scheppegrell, 
J. C. Ansell, Isaac S. Heller, F. R. Richardson, L. W. Kurtin, Judge Val J. Stentz, 
Mrs. A. C. Bell, Simon Abraham, Frank Waddill, G. R. Westfeldt, A.S. Urban, Miss 
Cécile Wogan, Miss Jeanne Guédan. 

On motion of Mr. Hart, unanimously endorsed by the entire audience, Mr. J. 
Sanford Saltus of New York was made honorary member of the Society. 

An appeal from the Red Cross for a donation was referred to the Executive 
Committee. | 

Through Mr. James A. Renshaw, the Society received an interesting historical 
document; the appointment of M. W. Entzinner as Ist Lieutenant of the first company 
of the 39th Regiment of the Louisiana militia. The commission, which bore the date 
of October 4th, 1849, was signed by Gov. Isaac Johnson and Secretary of State 
Charles Gayarré. 

As he had an engagement to speak at a Red Cross meeting later, Mr. W. O. 
Hart begged to be allowed the first place on the program for the evening. He read 
a very interesting sketch of Stephen Girard, the noted philanthropist, and an old 
time lover of New Orleans. The sketch, drawn from the latest and most authoritative 
sources, was listened to with attention and was warmly applauded. Mr. Hart, despite 
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his protest that thanks to a member of the Society for a paper was not in order, 


nevertheless received a vote of thanks. 
General Booth, who was to give the next paper, not being able to be present 


and the friend designated to read the paper in his place being tardy, there was an 


intermission in the program, which the Secretary essayed to fill by reading a paper 
that had been sent to her, an interesting reminiscence by a lady from the north, who 
in the eighteen fifties had passed several months as teacher in the family of a Louisiana 
Creole on the celebrated Valcour Aime plantation. 

The reading was stopped when General Booth’s representative made his ap- 
pearance. But a violent discussion was opened by Gen. Behan, seconded by Dr. 
Lemonnier, on the propriety of reading a paper whose object, as the opposition 
claimed, was to involve the Society in an expression of political sympathy and create 
influence in favor of the maintenance of Gen. Booth’s office of Commissioner of 


Military Records, which was at the time being acted upon by the Louisiana Legis- 


lature. The paper, a voluminous manuscript, was entitled “‘Louisiana Confederate 
Records.”’ Mr. Cusachs, with firmness, ended the discussion by deciding that the 
_ paper should be read as a good historical document. This was done, however, only 
partially, and the paper was laid on the President’s table by the reader, for future 
consideration of the Society. 
The Society then adjourned. 


MEETING OF JUNE, 1918 © 


The Louisiana Historical Society held its usual monthly meeting on the evening 
of June 18th in the Cabildo. The attendance was slim. After the reading of the 
minutes Mrs. M. Finegold and Dr. Oscar Dowling were elected members of the 
Society. | 
After a preliminary explanation by Mr. W. O. Hart, the President suggested 
that his purpose be put in the form of a resolution which was adopted to the effect: 
That the Louisiana Historical Society endorse the bill before the Legislature to erect 
a monument at Vicksburg to the memory of the Louisiana soldiers killed there during 
the Civil War. Louisiana, it was recalled by Mr. Hart, had forty-one commands at 
Vicksburg, a larger number than any other Southern State, hence the commission 
representing the State was given the first choice of a site for the erection of its monu- 
ment; the site selected was a prominent one as well as the handsomest one. : 

Mr. Hart also stated that Girard College of Philadelphia is planning to present 
the Society with a bust of Stephen Girard in memory of his residence in New Orleans. 

Mr. Joseph Mitchell Pilcher of Avoyelles Parish, a member of the Coast Artillery, 
gave the paper of the evening, entitled ‘“‘America and the War.” It was a timely 
subject and was presented in an interesting way. The President made due acknowl- 
_edgement for it, and on motion the Society ordered its publication in their records. 
The Society, owing to the heat, adjourned promptly. 


MEETING OF OCTOBER, 1918 


Owing to the prevalence of the influenza in the city the Historical Society omitted 
its regular meeting at this date. } 


MEETING OF NOVEMBER, 1918 
The Louisiana Historical Society held its regular meeting Tuesday evening, 


_ November 19th, in the Cabildo. All the officers were present but the attendance 
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of members was small. The President opened the meeting with a few remarks ex- 

planatory of the omission of the October meeting; due to the prohibition of assem- 

blages by the president of the Board of Health during the prevalence of the influenza 

epidemic. The following were elected members of the Ocety: Mrs. Louise Barbot, 
Dr. J. G. Roussel and Mr. J. C. de Armas, Jr. 


Col.' James D. Hill made the interesting addendum to the minutes of the previous 
meeting in regard to the project of raising a Louisiana monument to be placed in the 
Vicksburg National Park. Col. Hill said that the last Legislature had not only 
adopted the resolution proposing it but had appropriated the money necessary to 
carry it into effect. 

Mr. Dymond read the report, which is appended, on the ceremony of the presenta- 
tion of a flag of Louisiana by the Historical Society to the delegation of the French 
Foreign Legion that visited New Orleans on October 27, 1918, for the purpose of pro- 
moting interest in the Liberty Loan. | 
: Mr. Hart asked the approval of the Society on a proposition to hold a ceremony 
commemorative of the Battle of New Orleans on January 8th in Jackson Square. 
This was put in the form of a resolution and was passed unanimously. Mr. Hart 
then introduced the following amendment to the by-laws of the Society: 

“‘No member not in good standing shall be allowed to vote at any meeting; and 
to be in good standing a member must not be in arrears for more than one year’s 
dues.”’ 

Miss Grace King read the memorial resolution prepared by the committee ap- 
pointed by the Society on Mrs. W. J. Behan. Mr. delvaille Théard read the memorial 
- resolution prepared by his committee on Mr. William Kernan Dart. Both resolu- 
tions were heartily approved and the corresponding secretary was instructed to have 


them copied and sent respectively to the family of Mrs. Behan and Mr. Dart. Mr. ~ 
Hart called attention, however, to the omission in the resolution on Mrs. Behan | 


of her work in securing the adoption by the State of the present State flag. 

The photograph portrait of the late eminent artist, Mr. Andres Molinary was 
theri presented to the Society by Mr. Hart, acting for Mrs. Molinary. Mr. Hart 
read a sketch of the life and work of the artist in New Orleans during the eighties 
when Andres Molinary first took up his residence in the city. The charming sketch 
which was much admired was, Mr. Hart said, by the pen of Mrs. Flo. Field. 

The following resolution was then introduced by Mr. Hart: 

Whereas, December 3rd, 1918, will be celebrated at Springfield and other parts 
of the State of Illinois with proper ceremonies appropriate to the occasion in honor 
of the one hundredth anniversary of the admission of Illinois as the twenty-first State 
in the Union, and 

Whereas, what is now known as Illinois was part of the La Salle of Louisiana 
and part of the Province over which Bienville was Governor, and it is therefore 
_ fitting that Louisiana Historical Society should make some recognition of said event; 

therefore be it 

RESOLVED, That the President of this Society be and is here directed to send 
a telegram of felicitation and congratulation to the Illinois Centennial Commission _ 
and also send as a gift of this Society to the State of Illinois the flags of Louisiana 
and of the City of New Orleans. 

Miss Grace King, chairman, then read the following report and tribute to the 
memory of Mrs. William J. Behan: 

’ ‘The Louisiana Historical Society deplores the loss and records its sorrow over 
the removal by death of its faithful friend and co-worker, Mrs. William J. Behan. 
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Although she had accomplished the allotted span of life set by the psalmist, she 
had proved so willing a servitor in so many ways beneficial to others; had furnished 
such a measure of good work, pressed down and running over that it would seem more 
than the allotted span had been granted to her by Providence. 

In charity, in patriotism, in citizenship, as our newspapers have worthily and 
duly chronicled, she was not only a leader but a laborer in the forefront of public 
activities. 

She had lived through the heart straining period of Civil War and reconstruction 
and had tred unflinchingly the heated ploughshare test with her fellow patriots; but 
instead of breaking her heart thereby was inspired and made strong to pursue the 
ideals of her land and to carry on the only work that still remained to be done for the 
country, the work to which all brave women of her time felt consecrated; that of keep- 
ing alive the memory of the Cause for which men had died and women had suffered. 
It is by this work that she will be herself remembered among us, as we hope in the 
endless future. 

Here in the Historical Society, while standing deferentially aside from the special - 
mission of historical students, she nevertheless contributed most generously of her 
abilities in the sphere she had modestly assumed as her part in our work; that of the 
Society’s practical life as we may call it. As we remember, none among us responded 
more promptly to the call for volunteers when the organization and proper equip- 
ment were needed for the great ceremonial functions in celebration of great historical 
events, entrusted to the Society by State and City authorities. Indefatigable in at- 
tending committee meetings and in them ever cheerfully alert to smooth away the 
friction unavoidable in such gatherings; ever most efficient in making the path easy 
for the progress of programs too often of more stupendous proportions than our 
. limited means of performance warranted; pouring out without stint for our benefit 
the rich stores gathered in her long experience and that most precious fruit of worldly 
wisdom: common sense; enlisting her friends in our behalf and securing the valuable 
cooperation of her Alma Mater in many a function that otherwise would have been 
lustreless—in truth it is hard, to enumerate the various forms of her bounteous and 
hearty good will. 

In this hall we shall look sadly over the place Seis: in the past, we seldom 
failed to meet her bright responsive face with its kindly smile of cheery encourage- 
ment, and we shall listen in vain for the low, earnest, musical voice we remember so 
well that was never raised save in the cause of peace and gentle courtesy; we shall 
in a word miss a pleasant and ineffable influence in memory of which we can offer 
7 our insufficient meed of gratitude and praise. 

GRACE KING, 
MRS. BENJAMIN ORY, 
MRS. WILLIAM CHARLES COLE CLAIBORNE. 

The report was unanimously adopted by the Society. 


RESOLUTION 


Adopted by the Louisiana Historical Society at the Meeting 
of November 19th, 1918 


In the death of William Kernan Dart, the Louisiana Historical Society has suffered 
a serious loss. He brought to his duties as an officer of this Society the same direct- 
ness of purpose and the same abounding energy and the same taste for scholarship 
and history which characterized and crowned his professional life. During the limited 
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span of years allotted to him, his professional achievements were noteworthy. 
They combined the trial of many important causes, a ceaseless attention to the numer- 
ous details of a busy professional career, much labor in the teaching of constitutional 
law at one of our great universities, and the preparation of a scientific and exhaustive 
digest of Louisians decisions. He was genuinely interested in the purposes and work 
of this Association, devoted much time to its meetings, and, at the time of his death, 
was engaged upon the preparation of critical essays and book reviews for the benefit 
of the membership. Indeed, in this Association, as well as in his professional life, 
he was ever engaged in useful endeavor, always creating, and always looking ahead 
and planning for the future. By his untimely death, his professional brethren are 
deprived of his skilled cooperation and scholarly achievements; his family lose a 
most dutiful son and an affectionate husband and father; and the members of this 
Association mourn a devoted member, an active and earnest leader, and a true and 
friend. 

The Committee, 

DELVAILLE H. THEARD, Chairman. 

CHAS. F. CLAIBORNE. 

A. j. PETERS. 


Report read by Hon. John Dymond of the reception given by the Mayor and 
- City Officials to the visiting delegation of the French Foreign Legion at the City Hall, 
October 27, 1918: 


To the Members of the Louisiana Historical Society: 

Genilemen:—There visited New Orleans, as you all bnew from the public news- 
papers, on October 27, 1918, a delegation of the French Foreign Legion and same 
were received by the Mayor and City Officials at the City Hall. As soon as it was 
known that this ceremony was to take place at the City Hall, I, as Vice-President 
of the Society, organized a Committee, with the Mayor of New Orleans, a member 
of the Society, as chairman, to present to the Legion the Flag of Louisiana; the time 
was so short and as the President could not be reached, I took it upon myself to ap- 
point a committee, consisting of the following members of the Society: 

Martin Behrman, John Dymond, Andre Lafargue, W. McL. Fayssoux, J. M. 
Gwinn, W. O. Hart, I. D. Moore, Henry Renshaw, A. G. Ricks, Dr. J. G. Roussel, 
B. P. Sullivan, J. F. C. Waldo and T. D. Wharton. 

After the committee in charge of the Liberty Loan for the promotion of which 
the Legionaires visited New Orleans, had presented to the Captain thereof a Flag 
of the United States and a Flag of the City of New Orleans, I, as representing the 
Louisiana Historical Society, turned over a large and handsome Flag of Louisana 
made for the occasion by Mrs. J. R. Bonneval, to Mr. Andre Lafargue, a member 
of the Committee, and requested him to make the presentation, which he did in a 
beautiful speech first in French, and closing with an English peroration in the follow- 
ing words: 

Captain Chastenet de Gery—Glorious Legionaires: | 

It is fit and proper now that you have been presented by our gallant Mayor 
with the flags of the United States and of the City of New Orleans, that you should 
be given the colors of Louisiana. This flag will complete the “‘trinity of colors’’ under 
which we of New Orleans live and die, and the custody of which we entrust to you 
on this solemn occasion. The Louisiana Historical Society, the faithful guardian 
of our traditions and proud memories, has done me the great honor of asking me to 
__ present you with this the emblem of our State of Louisiana, one of the fairest daugh- 
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ters of France. Its field of blue is indicative of hope terrestrial and celestial. Weare 
“true blue” in this State and we want to assure you that from the beginning of the 
present war, though enjoined to remain officially neutral, we have been with France 
in her hours of sorrow as well as in her hours of triumph. Louisiana has always 
had a filial devotion to the old mother country. See how this design on our flag 
betokensit. The little Louisiana pelicans cluster around their mother France, while 
above is enscrolled the legend which we have adopted as the motto of this State, 
“Union, Justice and Confidence.’”’ And so it is that “United”’ in the present struggle 
for justice and liberty, we look with “Confidence” to the day when “‘Justice”’ shall 
prevail throughout the world. 

The flag was received by the Captain of the ‘oy in an appropriate address 
and he stated that same would be taken to Paris and placed in the permanent head- 
quarters of the Legion at the Hotel des Invalides. 7 
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THE EDITOR’S CHAIR 


As will have been noted in our preliminary comments on the 
proceedings of the Louisiana Historical Society for the year 1918, 
various difficulties have interfered with the prompt assembling, 
printing and publishing of our Quarterly Historical Review. These 
difficulties we are overcoming and we shall hope to do sufficiently 
better in the future to relieve us from any censure for the delays of 
the past year. 

This issue opens with an address on Taxation in Louisiana by 
Hon. L. E. Thomas, chairman of the Board of State Affairs, read 
before the Louisiana Historical Society in the Cabildo. Taxation is 

always an unpleasant feature of modern government and it is gen- 
erally found that a thoroughly representative government is more 
expensive than is an autocratic form of government, but as good 
Americans we prefer the increased expense, and the increased taxa- 
tion to meet the expense, and this led President Cusachs to invite 
the head of our new system of taxation to deliver the address and it 
will be found full of information and of great interest to every stu- 
dent of taxation. 

In these treaty making days, the treaty hetweee the French 
Republic and the United States, including as signatories Robert 
R. Livingston, James Monroe and Barbe Marbois, signed in Paris, 
April 30, 1803, and conveying Louisiana to the United States, will 
be found of great interest and displaying even then a foresight that 
excites our admiration. 

As a sequence to the acquisition of Louisiana by the treaty with 
France, we follow it with an historical memoir of the war in West 
Florida and Louisiana in 1814-15, giving an account of the bombard- 
ment of Fort St. Philip in Plaquemines Parish, Louisiana. When 
Admiral Farragut ascended the Mississippi River in April, 1862, 
and did some little bombarding at Forts St. Philip and Jackson, he 
perhaps did not know how carefully the subject matter of a previous 
bombardment had been written by Major A. LaCarriere Latour, 
which occurred in 1814 and it was a part of the attack of the English 
on New Orleans that became obscured by the later brilliant success 
of Andrew Jackson in the Battle of Chalmette, January 8, 1815. 
As will be seen by appendix No. 34 to that article General Jackson 
was codperating with these forces at the mouth of the river and at Fort 
St. Philip, the final success on the battlefield of Chalmette complet- 
ing the heroic work — he had undertaken. 
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Our readers will find immediately following this the treaty be- 
tween the United States and Spain, concerning the cession of Florida, 
which was signed at Washington on February 22, 1819, by John 
Quincy Adams on behalf of the United States and by Luis de Onis 
on behalf of the King of Spain. 

The Story of the Concession of St, Catharine at the Natchez, 
translated by Mme. Heloise H. Cruzat, the able corresponding 
secretary of the association, recounts with wonderful minuteness 
the difficulties encountered by one of the missionaries of those days 
whose field of work lay up in central Louisiana, west of the present 
city of Natchez. That he was hopeful of great success, commercially 
as well as religious, is indicated by the closing line of one of his letters, 
in which he says that if at this moment he had 500 negroes he would 
hope to remit to France 30,000 francs in three years. The record 
of Indian customs is exquisite in its minute descriptions and the 
peculiar tactics of the Indians to secure presents. 

As Col. de la Vergne and others have discussed the origin of the 
name of Louisiana, concerning which there is some difference of 
opinion, we are led to cite the opinion of one of our distinguished 
members of some twenty-five years ago, now deceased, Prof. John 
R. Ficklen, concerning the naming of Louisiana. It is copied from a 
newspaper scrap book loaned to us by Miss Grace King and reads 


as follows: 
The Origin of the Name of Louisiana 


Editor New Orleans Picayune: Some interesting sketches of 
Louisiana History have appeared in your paper from the pen of Mr. 
Charles Patton Dimitry. Few men in the State are more capable 
of doing this work than Mr. Dimitry, and his articles will be widely 
read. 

The object of this communication is to comment on the views 
advanced by Mr. Dimitry in regard to the origin of the name Lou- 
isiana. 

In last Monday’s issue of the Picayune, Mr. Dimitry states 
that the old Province of Louisiana was christened not by LaSalle, 
as is generally supposed, but by the famous Father Louis Hennepin, 
and that the name was given by Hennepin in honor of Louis XIV 
and of Anne of Austria, the mother of that monarch. 

For the first of these statements Mr. Dimitry evidently relies 
upon LePage du Pratz, who in his “History of Louisiana’’ tells us 
that Hennepin “was taken prisoner during a war between Canada 
and the Indians and was carried to the country of the Illinois. While 
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here he enjoyed a certain amount of liberty and explored the Missis- 
sippi, but did not succeed in reaching its’mouth. Nevertheless he 
took possession of the country in the name of Louis XIV and gave 
to it the name of Louisiana. The information that he gave of Louis- 
iana was not long in bearing fruit. M. De La Salle undertook to 
traverse these unknown lands to the sea.”’ 

Mr. Dimitry very properly supplements this statement of Du 
Pratz by declaring that Hennepin was taken prisoner in 1680, with 
two companions, while employed on an expedition that LaSalle 
himself had fitted out to explore the upper Mississippi, and Mr. 
Dimitry tells us that it was at this time that Hennepin took posses- 
sion of the country and named it Louisiana. 

Let us now turn to Hennepin’s own statement of the case. In 


his ‘Description of Louisiana,’ which was published in Paris in. 


1683, and which is the only trustworthy work that he ever published, 
he says: “They wrote me this year (1682) from New France that 
Sieur de la Salle, seeing that I had made peace with the nations on 
the north and west, descended last year with his force and our recol- 
lects as far as the mouth of the Colbert, or Mississippi, and to the 
sea. It is believed that he is on his way to France to give the court 
an ample knowledge of all Louisiana, which we may call the Delight 
and Earthly Paradise of America.”’ 

Nowhere in this document does Hennepin claim that he took 
possession of the country and gave it the name of Louisiana, but in 
the dedication to the King, he says, ‘Sire, I never should have 
ventured to take the liberty of offering to your majesty the relation 
of a new discovery which Sieur de la Salle, my companions and myself 
have just made southwest of New France, had it not been undertaken 
by your orders. .. . . . We have given the name of 
Louisiana to this discovery, being persuaded that your majesty 
would not disapprove that a part of the earth watered by a river 
more than 800 leagues in length, etc., should henceforth be known 
under the august name of Louis, that it may thereby have some show 
of right to aspire to the honor of your protection, and hope for the ~ 
advantage of belonging to you.” 

It is noteworthy that Hennepin, who was the most boastful of 
men, does not claim that he gave the name. He begins in the first 
person singular, and after mentioning LaSalle and his companions, 
he adds: ‘‘We have given the name of Louisiana,” etc. Notice, also 
that he says the country was named in honor of Louis himself, and 
does not mention Anne of Austria, the mother of the _w who 


had died seventeen years before. 
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The strongest objection, however, to the claim that Hennepin 
invented the name Louisiana is to be found in Margry’s Documents, 
Volume 2. Here we find a grant, made by LaSalle to Francois 
Dauphin, of an island in Lake Ontario. This document bears the 
date of June 10, 1679, at least eight months before Hennepin ever 
saw the country he is supposed to have named, and in it LaSalle 
uses these words: ‘“‘De jour de nostre retour du voyage que nous 
allons faire pour la descouverte de la Louisianne;”’ ‘‘This,’’ says 
Margry, “is the first time, so far as I know, that the name Louisiana 
is applied to the lands that LaSalle is going to explore.”’ 

Until Mr. Dimitry advances some evidence that Louisiana was 
named partly in honor of Anne of Austria, the present writer takes 
the liberty of maintaining that it was named solely in honor of Louis 


- XIV. Moreover, it appears from the document cited that LaSalle, 


and not Hennepin, was the first to use the name Louisiana. 
| JOHN R. FICKLEN. 


Tulane University. 


, The reports of Mr. Bussiere Rouen and of Miss Grace King, 
the corresponding and recording secretaries of the Historical Society 
for 1918, are given but are preceded by one of the most interesting 
documents that has thus far come into our hands, being letters of 
Nathaniel Cox of Kentucky to Mr. Gabriel Lewis, General Wash- 
ington’s nephew, then resident in Lexington, Kentucky. The letters 
cover the period from 1806 to 1809 and give very realistic pictures 
of the life in those days along the Mississippi River and in New Orleans. 
Nathaniel Cox was the great grandfather of the late Mrs. T. G. Rich- 
ardson, the widow of that eminent New Olreans surgeon, Dr. Tobias 
G. Richardson, who was one of our most conspicuous men a generation 


ago. Mrs. Richardson gave the letters to Miss Grace King, who 


loaned them to us. 
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